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When I was agirl, I used to dream about the future I would

have. T knew I'd fly away on Gammera to save the world, or be
like Trixie, going on adventures with Speed in the Mach 5. I'd
play for hours, imagining all the things I'd do when I grew up.
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My grandfather
had been an of ficer in [
Manchuria during the
war, and died there.
He had made friends
inthe service, though,
and they looked after
my father. Daddy was [
a lawyer, part of the
government ministry
that helped the
keiretsuwork together.
He was stern, and he
smoked, and I never
saw him very much.

smiled, and

My mother was
good-hearted but
conservative, the
daughter of one of
grandfather's
friends from the
service. Shealways

it

seemed like there
were things she
wanted to say to
me, but never did.
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me away. I was young, then, and it seemed like some great adventure was right around the corner.
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I didn't have many friends. I studied and read, and waited for the romance that would carry [\
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Mother died whenI was fourteen. The doctors said it was
a brain embolism — instantly fatal. Whatever she had meant }
to tell me, she couldn't say it now. Father said nothing. I =
suppose it was nothing new to him, to be left alone.
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Father helped arrange
my marriage, but he was

very modern about it. He

made sure I approved. Even
made sure it was a love
match. Maybe it was really
love, or maybe I was just
hoping for that adventure. i..

The ceremony was beautiful. I actually fainted,| .. - -~ i = S i
something I refuse to let embarrass me, evennow. My}—— = !
dreams were finally taking flight, and even if I wouldn't !
be driving the Mach 5, I was now the wife of a promising 2 |
young executive. N
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But promising yung executives work long hours. When
my husband wasn't working all night, he was drinking
all night. Men who didn't party didn't make the right

connections, and ended up in the back of the office tribe. (g
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I used to watch the trains go by our house and
dream that each one carried a bit of my life away with
it. Commuter trains in the morning and the evening,
freight trains in the afternoon and late at night. I felt
as though I would live that way forever.
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We had huped one never came. We we.n’r \
to doctors, and they called it *nonspecific ovarian failure.” i '_ |
meaning The‘,r didn't have an answer. My husband didn't | ¥

blame me, but I did.
Tr‘!'ah“l




My husband was a brilliant man, but not brilliant enough [ \
to serve his company. When the insurance firm he helped | J
captain declared bankruptcy, he hanged himself. He did it
at his office — to spare me, I think.
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In the days before he died, I knew what he was going to
do. I wanted to beg him not to die, but the life I had chosen

never prepared me to say such words.




My guilt was without words or reason — I didn't even
know why I wanted to die. I helped myself to a handful of
sleeping pills and sealed a plastic bag around my neck, just
as that American death doctor recommended.

A Lo

But deathwasn't the end. The train that took my soul away

B to Kakuri Yomi was full of broken souls, and the ticket-taker

punched my hand to mark my fare. I hadn't known the world
could hold enough wounded lives to fill that train.
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ashes had been

,and I swirled together at
-woman, I took the warmth

-Tigers caught me.

only fragments. My
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I remember

it

scattered by the time I returned

here

a crossroads in the night. A snow

of several before the Devil

0




Enlightenment is hard work, but I am rarely alone. The
courts have given me a family, and I will gladly lay my toil aside
—+{ to aid my brothers and sister.
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The train will not take my life away from me again.

1 T am a dragon, catching dreams within my coils. T am a
A tiger, shredding nightmares with my claws. This is my
| i"i existence now, and I neither bless it nor curse it, but
g7 “ | 3 I thank Heaven for every sunrise the August Personage

. ‘}"'I. . l . - ) W
Ny ; S permits me to see.
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What the doctors could not give me, my corpse-boc
provided gladly. I have a child now, and I will raise her and™\
teach her as best I can in the ways of living. '*




o

)
=

ey

RABOWSK;]



¥

¢
Thrasuing I

s booklis dedicated to my lover’s cub. May he be
as /the sun, as E ever.as the moon, and brave

Author: Geof
World of Dazkne:

Storyte

Devekias

abowski. Vampire and the
‘Mark Reine
‘- tions: Philipg
ind’s Eye Theatre Deéveloper: C "
for: Jasmine D. Milberger

‘ﬂn:h out & T yeset _uw_-‘”'.

FEeI

ted b

s Dharma Books, this book contains
‘integrate the systems herein with
e Mind’s Eye Theatre supple-
ingdom. Whe t you use dice
?ﬂu’ll find alls Ol #eed to
1e Dance of the Thrashing

¢ :'f'. sidebar at the endvofithe
ws, Dragon’s Teeth” chapter. Remember
teller has the final say as to which

Publishing, Inc. Al
Changeling the Dre:

Kindred of the East s of the E
Thousand Hells are trademarks of W
characters, names, places and fext hes

bcopyright concerned.
nts are fiction and intended for

The mention of or reference to at
This book uses the supernatural ngs, characters a
entertainment purposes only. Reader discretion isadvised.

For a free White Wolf catalog call 1-8
Check out White Wolf online at R
http://www.white-wolf.com; alt.games.whitewolf and rec.
PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES.4,____

R e e mEm LE LN -y - osr e Rl O EW o orEm W P —— . . - . e L e i e ki gy = ™ T B —— L N B B L R I S S R R g S R g g



e




|
|

{|[1ginmzs

_E___;__,,___

____4____.,

'Y

|

_._

_::

.!r

_'I == r.l-...

|

i
i

N AL

-—--__r

g_?

:

TG




utmost pleasure Itc&naﬁ'md O

can hold o more while the mouthis til greedsy, and the powe
of the body give out while the lust is still strong.

—The Chuang Tzu, trans. Arthur Whaley

F

sters. The see themselve
as agents of the ancestors, 2

of others. But one Dharma embraces this a
Dharma accepts the Cathayan’s undead stz
it central to its beliefs.

This Dharma is the Dance of the Thras
Each vampire on this twisting path beliey
way to enlightenment is observation of at
nature. This is known as the maya, the illusis
and each follower accepts wholehearted

unliving state makes it very difficult to truly understand
this teaching tool.

And yet, Thrashing Dragons still strive to reach
spiritual perfection through the study of life. They seek to
penetrate its illusions, to understand its wisdom and to
learn its lessons in the instinctive fashion of a beast. Thei
o d is a hard one; their bodies are numb, their appetite
nnatural and they lack thE basic union with all
1 "5_- reath imparts. - |
hese Kum-] in are/ 1 1 :;'ffj_
badlv, fﬂr e Quinc




is-| ;hﬁm who follow it withnizesito true wisdom and a madf o
Sion= back to the graces of Heaven. This book is your gulcle 4:;;. .

Resplendent Crane

e A persecuted cm
‘r Eed gdsadv?nﬁm in pulmaLWers amfmb] ect t0" tl'l&ﬁﬁ&pi-t
4 nofghe court. . E.
.i w’ '“f .’ﬁ% ] — E&- E-.""_ﬁ-. -3 =3 __'3&;. .;;?- : -

is E@gew There the! p@w—
_{_;thﬂEE who travel inithat region must/do
to their bl ode of mclrahtﬁﬂfﬁmany mf:hng
Ninese vamp}ﬁw havﬂ met their emﬁ at the hands of a
"G%ded blood -queen or at those of one ﬂcrmﬂm
sgardless of their location, allThrashngng
onssharea dynamic approach to enlightenment.
As the Dharmic personifications of the Yang
principle and the eastern way, they
are like green growing vines, (?
reaching for sustenance. II \
Where they can find A
enlightenment, they
take it, and the'f
are forever try-
ing to spread

in new di-
rections
and enter
new spiri-
tual envi-
r on -
ments. Be
itacontem-
plative jina of '
the Ten Seasons : v
Sect or a savage penangallan, every Thrashtng Dragtm
shares the same goal — to understand life’ ﬂ.:true and brutal
lessons, and thus attain enlightenment. -

How To Use Thjs Boor.

The Dance of the Thrashing Dragon is a very Easy =
Dharma to play as a caricature. But, like the other Kuei-"

jin faiths, it has a great deal of depth for serious players to
explore. For all that it focuses on sex, drugs and violence,
the Thrashing Dragon faith is a real religion that strives
to better its members spiritually. The dance provides

] ﬁfthe I&faﬁy péﬁinm rule the South

_tl'ﬂs dan@mua and exotic sect of killers.

Reflections on Our. State discusses the Dharma

‘_fthrnugh the narzative of an educated and moderate

- Quincunx mandarin. It portrays the Dharma and its
‘relationswith the outside world and itself, as the “aver-

age’ ’thﬂhmg Dragon sces them
The Hﬂl’? ththm scusses the tenets and sects of
tl“'te: Dharma abstractly,aswell as:hcrw thﬂme mbers of this
Dhatma,view the Po. ==
Tiger’s Claws, | s ‘I‘mh feMes the many
specialized rituals, alternate D:seipimanﬁ artifacts that
membe&s of this Dharma have devised over the years to
| follow their dangetous and challenging
y faith. It also prevides advice for play-

ters witho unﬂmlg‘lng in gross
t&rtcature

Young
Lions
showcases five
starting-level
characters for use as
St{}rvteller or player

= - J L

. Faces ﬂf the Dance
pmflles amtimber of influ-
Enﬁal orimportant Thrash-

' ._:""Mlddi& ngdammcfa?
l-_mm

ﬁ:' 3 MS"/I 'a dlvem faith; and have many
apecm}ued wmds to describe their various beliefs.

Below is a glossary of the technical, terms used in this
book, with a brief definition ﬁﬁlnwm

bqtmg Adisciple in the Golden Clourts,l whm can be of

: lﬂlthﬁ” the Brﬂlm Cﬁals Devd;ﬁger sect m the Passion

_ & mg must assume
male msnnas wl:sm mterac:tmg unthtﬁelr Dharmic betters.
‘Bone-Eating Dragon: A term fﬂr'fhtashmg Dmgcms
Df the western direction. .o

B]ﬂﬂk Earﬁa B'DY A nntf -.::-

e

E' -m Df ﬁte T_augh

ing Theashing Dragon. charac-

‘ 1ng ‘Dragons active in the

. The Thrashing Dragonsare

Rainbowsect. He died inithe Ififinite Thunders Coumin '

the summer: Qf 1999 | ti;}g th&pnm:e {Jf ﬁ'le TM&S(I




Red Drag
southern direct

n of her income. There are also hmgsuir of the
oals Devil-Tiger sect, and it is not unknown for

aughing Rainbows: The Thrashing Dragon
nded by Thousand Crane Mother after she entere
dred Clouds. This sect takes a moderate approa
e Dharma, preaching moderate action and contempla-

tion of nature as well as sensation and bravado as legiti-

mate avenues to Enlightenment.

Laughing Falcon: A bodhisattva of the Ten Seaso

Sect. He still walks the Middle Kingdom, dwelling amn N

the Uigur people of Mongolia.

Magistrate-Subverting Dragons: A term fora Thrash-
ing Dragons of the eastern direction.

maya, the: The illusion of creation, made as a teach-
ing tool by the August Personage of Jade. Kuei-jin have no
natural connection to the maya, but Thrashing Dragons
seek an intellectual and spiritual union with its wisdom.
Roughly equivalent to what other Kuei-jin call the Tap-
estry, although it encompasses the Middle Kingdom and
Mirror Lands as well.

Moon-Eyed Tiger: Founding bodhisattva of the Thou-
sand Faced Thundersect. Moon-Eyed Tiger left the Middle
d of the Fifth Age, and it is scandalously

in the Malay Peninsula.
1S isattva Piyau Payung,
Its members venerate t
lead a predatory lifestyle
for their wealth. These vamp
the prime cause of the Dharma’s

Bloodflower sect. Penangallan are sp
creatures who have proven their valg
ability to detach their gut mass, and have pas
test of their capabilities. There are also pen
Brilliant Coalssect, and it is not unknownfer 2
to have langsuir of both sects. Penangallan is

generic term for any member of the Passio
sect, or even for any vampire from the

7

isattva of the Ten

masters O
M &

damned, used

Shade Walk

ecitation ' 1d Crane
d15t111ed and revealed | srpinnings of the

Dharma, so that the Roz vampire on the
Dharma could be as broad

sect: Religious group within the [ 1 based on the
teachings of one of the various bodhisattvas who have
reached the Hundred Clouds. Thrashing Dragons can
normally only join a sect after they have achieved ling, and
not all do. The Thrashing Dragon Dharma has four major
sects: the Thousand-Faced Thunders, the Ten Season Sect,
the Laughing Rainbows and the Passion Bloodflowers.

Teachers of Dancing: A term for Thrashing Dragons
of the central direction.

Ten Seasons Sect: A Yin-touched sect founded by
the bodhisattva Old Man Spider. Thrashing Dragons of
this sect study what they call “gardens of the second sort,”
meaning families and communities of organisms. Mem-
bers of this sect are very subtle, and pride themselves on
their undetectable manipulations.

Thousand Crane Mother: The first Thrashing
Dragon, and the first bodhisattva of the sect. She walks
the Middle Kingdom even to this day. Thousand Crane
Mother performed an act known as the Scattering of the
Seeds early in the Dharma’s history, and opened th
Dharma to many competing schools of belief.

ousand-Faced Thunder' A Thrashmg e
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behavior. In this case, Heaven will shortly frown
upon you, and you will lose the tenuous grasp on
enlightenment you currently possess. You will be
reduced to your naturally savage state, and either be
slain by righteous men or used as a hunting hound by
your wicked brothers and sisters. Overall, I do not
recommend this course of behavior, but it is not my
place to make these choices for you.

Alternately, you may attempt to improve your-
self, and pursue enlightenment. Even when you were
alive, this was much more difficult than self-indul-
gence, as you well know. Now that you are no longer
alive, the task is a hundred times more difficult. The
world and the natural process of living are means
provided by the August Personage for individuals to
attain enlightenment. Every enlightened individual,
from the Buddha to Chih the Brigand, has attained
this state through observation of events and medita-
tion on the natural order.

Alas, as a dead thing, you are now at a disadvan-
tage. You lack the inherent connection of all living
beings to the natural order. You no longer eat, shit or




breathe, and should your heart beat, it is nothing
more than a useless spasm. You cnuld cut it from
your chest and continue on just as easily —in fact,
| often recommend this experiment to younger
Kuei-jin, to impress upon them just how distant
they are from creatures which are truly alive. No, .
no, you need not look so concerned. I will not be .
performing it on you — that sort of exercise is for_
those who follow a path different than our own.” &"

The effects of your condition are far more
dramatic than a few unholy appetites. Lacking this
connection to the celestial order, you are forever
an outsider to the maya, the illusory tapestry of
creation. You may watch the play, but you can
never truly participate. You may go through
the motions, but you may never truly perform
the acts. You are truly a hungry ghost, forever
ravenous for the taste of life, yet never able to
sate that hunger. A moment of profound re-
gret for your misdeedsiand wasted life.might
be appropriate at this point.

Yet, your situation is not hopeless. Al-
though' you proved unable.to achieve en-
lightenment during your mortal existences,
and although it is'a hundred times harder
now, it is still possible to gain a true under-
standing of the mature of creation, and to
transcend your damned state. Perhaps if the
prospect of true wisdom and spiritual har-
mony is not itselfsufficient to luré you, you
might wish'to reflect on the fact thatifyou
fail, your soul will fall into.the Mouth of
Yomi;and there be ¢onsumed by the ulti-
matedarkness. There, the agonies you would
suffer are’a thousand times greater than those

of the Yama Hells.

Though you may.notparticipate in life, you
may still observe: Though you can no longer act
in the play of creation, you may go through the
motions and savor the faint memories of life’s
sensations. From these, you may learn lessons,
and slowly gain insight into creation, even
though you now exist outside of it. Your lessons
must be learned from afar, for you are no longer
sitting in the classroom. You have proven your-
self unable to sit still at your desk and take
lessons. Now, if you wish to learn, you must do it
by peeping in on the other students through a
crack in the wall. Luckily for you, you are not
alone in this inability to heed life’s most basic
lessons. Your fellow Kuei-jin have proved them-
selves to be likewise thickheaded. Working té-
gether over the millennia, we have compiled
some notes on what goes on in the classroom@and.
which cragks:are best to peer through for which
lessonss They do not amount to much, but the?'.:g.f‘ n
are sc}methmg - L
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d, as the
tiger sends her cubs. Perhaps you wlll ' | in time
to learn more, or perhaps not. The world isia hard
place for young vampires, and you are not guaranteed
a moment’s life. '?;; 4
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jin’s soul for some time, and lend a :
degree of understanding, but their truth is not strong
enough. Climbing that ladder of enlightenment, a
Kuei-jin ascends as high as he can and finds the ladder
is too short or the top rungs are broken.
In such mat erS,, the proof is always provided by
S5ENCE podhisattva in the faith. A faith
1€i-jin reach true enlighten-
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Though our faith is a valid one, that does not
mean that we have not faced persecution. To explain
why others often hate us, I must teach you a bit of
history. Once, the Wan Kuei were the Wan Xian,
divine protectors of the world against demons, black
gods, wicked sorcerers and other such anathema. But
the Wan Xian bargained with the Yama Kings. They
learned how to draw out the breath of the living and
gain might by consuming the life-essence of mortals.
This gave them great power, but only at the cost of
great excess.

In return for their gift, the Wan Xian agreed not
to make war on the Yama Kings, and quickly turned to
fighting one another instead. Year by year, their deca-
dence and pointless bickering grew, and their depre-
dations increased, as they drew more and more on the
life essences of their mortal subjects. Finally, Heaven
could stand no more and the age of the Wan Xian
came to a close. The August Personage of Jade, ter-
rible in his final displeasure, laid waste to their an-
cient capital of Meru and cast them forth into the
world like chaff. Yet Diaspora was not the full extent
of Heaven's anger. Because the Wan Xian had stolen
life from the living, their own breath was stolen as
well. Because they had come to be nothing more than
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thieves and murderers, it was de ‘that only tl
souls of the unrighteous would joifr't :

would be known thenceforth as the
Ten Thousand Demons, and never again would:
as a people know Heaven’s favor. Stnpped of €
power and their lives, the fallen Wan Xian we

among the Wan Xian — those who had been least
corrupted — retained much of their former power.
They protected the newborn Wan Kuei, and sheltered
them against the dangers of their new existence.
Behind the shield of their half-fallen brethren, the
accursed creatures who came before us struggled to
find the roads to Heaven, by which individual Wan
Kuei could achieve enlightenment and escape their
accursed state.

it to embrace it. Many of th
yvement were bullies and evil

‘useé it dominate
ed to set itself up

half-fallen V

tion. ki

ted the cult for its ambi-
N an Kuei who believed

hange their mission in
existes e difficult — the same
sﬂuls * orm the Way of the Resplen-
dent Cra | *mon"“Warrior Empire was sup-
pressed, bu ut th s beliefsand feelings that had given rise

to it were still a very real part of the opinion of these
young Wan Kuei. To accommodate the many differ-
ent views of enlightenment among their followers,
the Yellow Emperor and his peers codified and pro-
mulgated the Great Principle. The Fivefold Way be-
gins with the Way of Origin: that all Wan Kuei were
brothers in their curse. It was taught that so long as an
approach to enlightenment was valid, there was to be
no persecution of its followers.

Xue was enlightened at that time, and began to
teach the lessons and have the arguments of rhetoric
that are collected in the Ki Chuan. He taught of th
fivefold nature of enlightenment and of the conng
tions between the elements and the dll‘EEtl ns.M
Wan Kuei applied themselves to his teaghin
the Dharmas as we know them were fﬂl‘
former immortals whn had once been a p:
re as tnuch

associated with the southe

ik ﬂtE 11'1 CI'E

rt of metaph'fsmal fall. Rather than
ad been made into bandits, they were

livir g thi ings that had been stripped of life. The favor

that Heaven withheld was not heroic station, but
connection to the tapestry of creation.

Fighting broke out within the
faith soon split. The proponent
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exist, two great al for he fate of history will pauses.
to condemn us for our lack of rectitude.

Learn this lesson well — few individuals :
comfortable with the idea of truly experiencingth
world around them, and among the Gui Ren, thos
individuals are especially rare. As you make
in the world, tread llghtlv, and be
flee. There are many who
of everything that the
The Fivefold Way wi
cution in some place
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our faith.
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Many see our faith ut 1 aggresswe and deca-

| in som “it is. We admire and
utaswe think it had
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" source, not just e
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is is the wlsdu 1C
from that world.

be profoundly edueational. W ¢
e . e in its lesser form, deliberately courting te:
elves in life  riblesillness, there is much living to be doné. "
waken our physical symptoms of various diseases are themselves
isagreat educational. Various jaundices, dysenteries, fevers
and other sicknesses teach one a great deal about the &
t the process of living and dying. And if you become over- g
balanced, with Yang, then know that Heaven will 4

favor Jour search dfordiseases will seek you out as
ingly s a car finds ascrap of dropped bread. ’

'~ “p itegremember that your court

| -'f!h avmr, and may well be full

deal of living we must dﬂ to reach epiph

Hearing this, you may ask yourself ‘wh
purpose of our search for enlightenment is, ifour:
is only mindless hunger and carnal satisfaction. In
deed, if those were our only goals, we -
% each enlightenment, but become flesh-eaters ‘in-
ead Our mdulgence in life sensatmn and expe

pealth does not l:vpu:ally
r " lew Wan Kuei. If you come to
‘s a bearer of plagues, know that

ie figst, and that the ancestors will
IShment.

i cOomcg
e bare-ha
y mortal r:nulcl thE 0 sur-
the pattern of life than fight- importane
sensory overload. Life is  of yéur yéars. Asa
young and caring for the sick, of havig ite. literally done it all — having tasted
’s mate and sighing with plea- all thé tastes, danced all the dances and fought all
of ofie of our brothers  the fights that will ever matter to you. Too much
en he EW hE had indulgence in physical pleasures early in your exist-
nar darin ence can leave you laboring for centuries later on the
dy Road Back to achieve enlightenment of the most
ife by abstract sort.
d hopes one As in the wild, exploration is the province of the
shtenment  young and daring. Do not walk the obvious path in
QUTTHEETS —  your youth. When you are young and auspicious
intensity, but  occasions are more frequent, try all sorts of audacious
o OF 2 % & experiments. Even if you learn little, you may find a
bit of enlightenment, while if you were to do the
same later in your life, you would have to take away
far more from it to progress. Certain events will
always carry impact — your first ritual suicide, your
first death from a terrible disease, your first child. Try
to save them for your years as an elder, when auspi-
cious occasions are the rarest of moments. I can tell
you this now, and you will not understand, and when
you are my age you will know how many events you
have burnt up that you will never be able to have for
the first time again. You have a very long life ahead
of you. Don’t live all of its significant moments in
your youth, or you will be left with a long and

o the mMOSt  meaningless twilight ahead of you as you for the
T, We can survive  completion of the Road Back.

ou of a danger of your form,
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THRasHNG ll.ugom

This iswhat causes WanKuei to leave our Dharma as
mandarins and accept disgrace and follow another path.
Having done all the easy and important things in life,
these unfortunates face centuries of searching foramean-
ingful lesson. Many such failures embrace the enigmas of
the Song of Shadows, or the regimented existence of the
Resplendent@ranes. The sad husks who survive oftenrise
to become some of our fiercest persecutors. Because they
could not walk the path, they have decided it must be
flawed. There is no answer to these beings, save to dis-
creetly point out their origins. Your fellow Wan Kuei are
familiar with those who cannot bear their former faith,
and give them less voice in religious matters.

f wisdom,

of such things: We

o

g and bloadand

Yions is the.k




' and perhaps
the tempers and

\ e Devil-Tigers is s that th

irow better parties, and the Respler
all masi make better bureaucrats. Cranes will
. we are Persecute you, and are harder to placate than the
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wn Roads Back as you are to yo
ork together to minimize friction.
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together will probably be considerably larg
local Resplendent Crane magistrate’s.
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AV OrsS fmm t will accom- with human acolytes and no other Kuei-jin involved.

il or murder you desire. A few return to their home temple and use their
political skills to climb the temple ladder, or even
found their own sect and attempt to take over a
temple by force of righteous arms.

e blac

peal their judgements, one
n their own court — courts
ve disputes over which Devil-
ta artlcular mortal.
t t ment you, because
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These wandering Cranes are ifiteresting
You can learn much from watching shem
attempt to apply their textbook . Al
problems of the real world. Watching
struggle, and why some fail while others succeedsi
quite educational. If you can convince the
your ethical system is worthy of respect, they e

make good allies. Just remember that they are ___; :

gerous young idealists, and they may lash out at you'

if thev,f lose face.

Tue Pars orF o THoOUSAND Wmﬂ-n;

Vampire of this Dharma follow a novel faith, and
one not unlike our own. However, where we look at
the world as events and patterns, they see the world as
made up of lives and points of view. They undergo
symbolic deaths and rebirths, putting on new identi-
ties and thmw1 ng away old ones. It is a great honor to

guard the]
“d

credibly dlffn:ult Heh —Z,
he Hollow Reeds meet

think; but then, that is
ragon.

ow

vis our Dharmic antithesis

s h as | to speak adequately
about th se strange creatures. Guardians of the family
and emissaries to the Yellow Springs, these Kuei-jin
are a subtle and dangerous people. The Shadow Songs
practice a discipline of cold detachment from exist-
ence called the Black Metal Egg. They often avoid our
influence, because they see us as embodiments of the
so-called Sweaty Excited Man, a principle antitheti-
cal to their Black Metal Egg. | can say nothing of this
terminology, save that they take criticism of it very
poorly. Because many of them are skilled killers at-
tuned to the principles of Yin, bone and metal, it is
best to avoid antagonizing them unduly. Simply smile

— it is'd)

and allow them to recoil from your presence. Content _
yourself with the thought that the reciprocal Y g

spark within them burns so hot that the annthe
their faith is not a cosmic principle, but th
tion from a good bout of sex. Some of th Are Vi
i s if you take into account the face the

follow a narrow and often d :

Yimy, they are brog long memo-
eacts of ice and iron. Do not tempt their
swwill not hesitate to even scores that
you | ng since forgotten. It is their way: offend
':f:? tod Y and they smile, but 100 years later, when
you cannot possibly defend yourself, they break you.

Learn from them, if you can, and allow them to
learn from you if they are able. Li they are a
minority among the Hungr

pline ',rﬂu

trange as it mig
. ost active i au tmgn
ueicjing This is mot out

fief our own faith. Trw,.rmg
ain, b " these beings focus with
great intensity & ing” or “reliving” their
mortal lives. a common belief among those;
who take the Secnnd Breath but resist the call of th
chih-mei state. Confused creatures, they struggle
make sense of their existence as best they are able
Others teach or follow the Flame of the Risi
Phoenix Dharma in emulation of the ghosts of th
Yellow Springs, seeking to find the same t
ment as the restless ancestors
are founded on faulty thin
The first is simplys
that can be gained fro
to make a Kuei-jin i1
important for many of
affairs, this alone will not o
one of the Ten Thousand
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and there is no escaping
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o these unfortunatés. If you do not, they
succumb to the Yama Kings or the chih-




of divinity by
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ings are pernicious — tempting to the gol
every Kuei-jin's soul. They are also ¢
league with the Yama Kings in one way o
for they believe themselves able to deal wit

" beings as one prince deals with another.

Infinite Thunders Court at the edge of the
ingdom, our members of our Dharma are ce¢
antly battling the Godlings and rakshc 5@

Godlings are not tolerated in the more/
Thev are recewed witl
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like the Devil-Tigt

it disorg
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ally fewer uncommitted
ne climbs the hierarchy.
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ichtenment

the teaching
“truly determined res
theu own, and opend@a '
for others to follow. /

other’s teaching emphasizes this exukb
quality, and Laughing Rainbows attempt to experi-
ence their existences to the fullest and without apol-
ogy. It is a central tenet of their faith that one must
learn to love wh At one truly is. Not to love yourself for
your good px to love certain things about

all.

sand Crane Mother teaches.
and maim it. Cut off one

ve been, nor does it pine for

more. Now, it is a three-legged
boutiits business as best it can. The
Rainbow is to be like that dog —
eation or regrets. The rainbow

hﬂughts, and nature laughs

hs with her as well. I am a
vand | will make no pretense
pmy portrayal.

ighing" Rainbow faith is primarily prac-
ticed in the civilized lands of northern Asia — the
Quincunx, the Japanese uji and in some parts of the
Green Courts. There are individual Laughing Rain-
bows elsewhere, but those places are the strongholds
of my path. | hope that after you finish your educa-
tion here at the temple, you will choose to follow in
the Thousand Crane Mother’s footsteps as well,
though I will not begrudge you your faith if you

choose otherwise.

We Laughing Rainbows often indulge in sex, drugs
and violence, but our path is not strictly one of
physical sensation. It simply requires a very pure
existence, free of guilt and inhibitions. For many, this
does involve physical indulgence, but it is not a
prerequisite to practice this faith. Laughing Rainbows
combine pure living with reflection on the nature of
existence. Holding the ice of death in one hand, the
Rainbow reaches out and grasps the fire of life with the
other. She learns not just from the sensation of fire
and the sensation of ice, but from the differences
between them, and the changes they cause within her.

The Laughing Rainbow sect is guided by Thou-
sand Crane Mother herself, who has tutored and
instructed members of the faith since the beginning of
the sect. Until recently, there was another bodhisattva
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in the Dharma. Black Earth Bcﬁ; en

Hundred Clouds at the turning Gf“thﬂ Fou
during the Mongol conquest of the Southe
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In the 1700s, he went to the Infinite Thunders Court
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to fight the rakshasa and Godlings of that dlﬁf}%éﬁf‘“
Recently, when the prince of the rakshasa rose to walk‘

the earth, Black Earth Boy and two other badhtsaﬁf’va&
traveled to fight him. All three bodhisattvas and the
prince of the rakshasa were destroyed when the fires of
Heaven were unleashed on the battlefield.

Tue THousanp=-Facep THUNDERS

The bodhisattva Moon-Eyed Tiger founded this
sect early in the existence of the Dharma. It was not
very long after Thousand Crane Mother gave the
speech known as Scattering of the Seeds, and de-
scribed the' tenets of the Dharma in an abstract
fashmn that left mare than one road open to apo-
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The TI ousahd-Faced Thﬂh&er sect are SOTCErers
gﬂ%t@&gﬁm:ﬁ of the Tapestry discipline. Just as

‘f makepacts and alliances with greater spirits,
thej' often bind lesser spirits to their service as well. In
recent nights, Thousand-Faced Thunder sect mem-
bers have even begun to bargain openly with urban
elementals, taking them into service withﬂut the use
of binding pacts. -

The Thousand-Faced Thua'ldeis Eﬁplmt th&ﬂ'“mas -
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his as well. Most wear exaggerated
d ave imbalanced themselves to-
EZX can reproduce.
shing Rainbows take a measured
f%e Passion Bloodflowers take
-Eﬁmﬂ Rather than carefully
rithvenlightenment, their life is a
€ss, sexuality and combat train-
> violent and combative enough that the
very Yam: u" are said to fear them. In the model of
the bodhisattva they venerate, they throw themselves
into conflict and keep harems of younger Kuei-jin
held in thrall to them through guanxi rites.

Passion Bloodflowers practice a form of frenzied
ecstatic involvement, for which they ingest rare and
maddening hallucinogens and work themselves up
into a Yang-crazed frenzy. The penangallan enter this
insane and bestial state to hurl themselves at their
enemies, or to dance in mad packs over the grounds of
their properties, tearing to rags of flesh all whom they
come upon. Most terrifying of all, this ecstasy ampli-
fies and enhances the effects of the Dragon Dance.

Predators among predators, these are dangerous
beings. Their violence rivals that of their neighbors,
the Brilliant Coals Devil-Tigers, whom some say also
trace their faith to Piyau Payung. Passion
Bloodflowers are religious fanatics whose fervent
belief is not a menace to the world around them only
because it professes the beauty of the jungles in
which it thrives and from which it rarely expands.
Walk among them with care, and do not subscribe to
their crimson faith unless you truly understand what
faith it is that you avow.

The Crimson Queens of the Golden Courts do not
have a leader. Since the departure of Piyau Payung,

et b




there have been no ’Dndhlsattvas aw... m. Ony
the penangallan is said to be on thé® Vergeé Dﬁﬂffﬁm
that hallowed state, however, and actg'as the de F&tﬁ 9
voice of the faith during times of’crisis wﬁen tf%:
Golden Courts must make their opinion known. m&?ﬁ seirelondiranionewasker than voursele or steal
vampire is called Shout of Anger and dwells in a4 l
temple in the Malay interior. She is served b}r h&f‘w+ .

dhampyr acolytes, and also by her harem of lessef” y

Timasiing Dracons

s g ,
. A i
o s o
. : e 2 oy e E ool
o ey e i 3
by o e Ry o i}{ ﬂ,f?':ﬂ-'a@ﬂ:- S 5
: £ S e S o AL
S ) iy e
3 e =
o .

The Teacuings or Pjyav Payuneg
This is the enlightened principle ot existence
When vou are hunery, eat. If there is no food,

it from the strong yet stupid. It you cannot eat,

then starve.

Fuck when vou are hormyv. If vou cannot tind

B ’f“”‘l'iu Su.soﬁs Srer :
AR N The Ten %am Sect is devntﬁd w the venera-

penangallan. Her followers train with her in cc}mb:at;*
and she frequently entertains visitors from around the
Golden Courts to debate theology or spar in ritual
combat.

tion of naturﬁﬁwmderas” ESmpléx fabric of relation-
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i ships, The sect is so named het;ﬁmwlts“:founder Old
- Man Spu:’ter once said that a di&éiple who had his wits

about him could becume a corpse-saint after just ten

seasons Gfﬂbscwiﬂg a g&raen So far, no one has come
close, but. m'-an? h&!ﬁf& mﬁdm

That is not to say thatithe sect has not produced
bodhisattvas. F&énf-mmmm Princess took the Sec-
ond Bréathfin/the days of the Qin dynasty and
ascendedintd the Hundred Clouds shortly after
Moon-Eyed Tigerdid so, not long before the discov-
ery of the corruption of the Jade Ancestor of Changan.
Laughing Falcon became a bodhisattva in the Three
Kingdoms period and still remains in the Middle
Kingdom. Neither reached sainthood in a mere ten

a willing partner, take what you want or use

taking's better-dressed sister, seduction. If you
can do neither of those or if they would take too

much time. then masturbarte.

When in danger, run. When cornered, tight.
[Yo not 1-1;-_4'11_ battles that 1n'lH }'n_i!'l
crippled riger cannot hunt tomorrow.

vou — the
[f you can-
not run or win the fight, then die.

Breed, tor children are the streneth of their
parent and will continue the parent’s blood and
mission in the world even when the parent exists
and of your
only lu'_:_’[..lt.'lt.'*- that will not

no more. Children of your loins
]"lhi]v«hn.'l]'l]'!‘-. are the
perish into dust. If you cannot breed successtul
offspring, then perish alone and unremembered.
Protect the T:'l}'u_wt Iy

who would tear

. ]”L't'..ll.l:wt_' 1.']'11_'1".,' al'€ MmMany

and destrov it. Defend it even
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perishes, you perish as well,
Cmies, you are

Glory in yourselt and enjoy what you can,
will be your

You will

not find many opportunities to enjoy yourself,

because misery, strife and trouble

constant COMp:antons N IH'H]’]HT'T.I;!I["!,'.

even in a long existence like our own.
This 1s the wisdom of life.

words to describe it

[t YOuUu use morce
, YOU arc H'JH-;IHIL’ down the

wrone road. Sew vour cunt shut and ¢o become a

Laughing Rainbow it you think that
and that

(rane or
way. T he thunder knows only one word,
When

lecarned to live as thunder speaks,
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then yvou will
know something.
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seasons, but both confirm it to be possible. It is Seasons Sect tend Thd’ .them as el Thes i
merely easier, they say, i ses the mz.a\d = Enhght.en.“ shape the growth of individual components, but they ;
ment from the perspective of a bodhisattva than it is also direct the effect and statement of the garden as |
from that of a student. I think that this is a cheap hol ;
ick to build confidence in th but I = :

t:al;ifmtt?t h’:; v;liz ;nelliﬁi;lii; EK?;;?E;'L tillat dciEllE These Wan Kuei pride themselves on'their aware-
gent study pays off. £ ] ness of the world and'on the spléendor of th:E:'lI gardens. j

These D ¢ _ Haai ¢ Most seek tesdiligently advance the family, bureau-
e Drapons e amous o e collctons g N By arsch e
5 g ‘ Y _gselvesto, tending and preeninggenerations of succes- 1

thing they tend. The gardens they study maybe any’
complex system of interacting organisms including »

forests and ponds, or most notably, humanicultires.

These mteriﬂ-ckmg blankets of organisms are cgll&d--

gardens uf fhe secﬁmi sort, and vamplresﬁfm‘rtn
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sors and agents. They use their own:power, spies and
bound$pirits in thesé tasks. [ heir awareness extends

utward from the family,as well as inward. Using their

spirit“minions and the connegtions of their garden,
Tt:n Seaﬂﬂn Dragons are spymasters. Through their



tions. The goal of a gardener,
achieve an effect indistinguishable fre

&?‘gnature A Ten Season vampire whose gards
* spotted by her peers must therefore b
subtle. To be attacked by the garden of a T
Dragon of this Dharma is often indisting
from a run of terrible luck — small coinc
. build upon one another, bringing the tar
| i%ternble misfortune.

Many vampires of this sect face east. T ey esta
¢ lish their gardens i in mortal bureaucraciegant

acmg north are known as
pse outside our Dharma
te wellaware of the

ol :; enlighten-
sipolice the

1 matter of
“individuals
risks drawing
lves or Kuei-

. R Df a llfe Df
v o l‘th*‘dlre
y n? our Dharf

dnwn the wrath of thy
jin society as a who! ole.

, watch their enemies.
re able to become privy
C party, government

is to

Upon witnessing what he believes to be such a
dangerous situation, a Scaled Magistrate does not
himself act, unless the errant vampire is of his own
sect and of lesser enlightenment. Instead, the mag-
istrate reports what he has seen to an elder of the
accused’s sect or court who would be better-suited
to assess whether it is legitimate behavior in the
pursuit of enlightenment, or if the vampire is sim-
ply becoming degenerate. Wan Kuei who seem to be
burning out are watched very closely, because the
numb, black chasm of ennui can devour enlighten-
ment in mere weeks or even days. A vampire who is
a young mandarin might one day realize that he can
no longer draw upon the sensual world for inspira-
tion, and that he has become jaded. For such indi-
viduals, the chih-mei state can come very quickly.
As they are mandarins in age if not station, it is
important to apprehend them as quickly as possible.
Their dark powers would make them a terrible
menace if they were allowed to roam the country-
side. Every effort is made to lift these vampires out
of the bestial state to begin the process of recovery.
North-facing Thrashing Dragons are responsible
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Yousare of the northern direction, and while you
may havescoffed atastzology when you were alive, let
me assure you that the stargazing of your elders is of
incredible accuraecy. Even your defiant expression
speaks of the north. You can run into the arms of your
horoscope or you can run away from it, but you will
eventually end up in its embrace.

Sourw

Called Hungry Red Dragons, Thrashing Drag-
ons of the southern direction are the warriors of our
sect. Natural masters of the martial arts, these
vampires are the foremost practitioners of the
Dragon Dance, a Yang-laden battle trance that
forms the heart of the Yang Prana. Its masters bend
with the grace of bamboo and strike with the fury of
fire. Many of the Thrashing Dragons of the Golde
Courts are of the southern direction, and thedPas-
sion Bloodflower philosophy of emotionfand comé"

victory

awith t
tt‘fgy

L B

Southern Dragons venerate ferocious creatures 3
like the shark, wolf or eagle. Some even model theig, "%
behavior after the habits of these creatures, and thése
vampires are known for the deadly animal charactepssss
istics of their Dragon Dances. Others celebrate the g
raw ferocity of nature as embodied in natural forces.g¢" &
These vampires, sometimes called Thunder*Venerat-
ing Dragons, are often master praetifioners of the i
Ghost-Flame and Storm Shintal. St

South-directed Theashing Dragons are the pro-
tectors of the Dharina ‘agaifist Supernatural enemies,
and are often involvedin guarding their fellows against 4=
angry ghosts, spirits, beast-changers, hsien, andgVen &
other vampires. As weﬁ a&hﬁing mmﬂxrﬁﬂ‘s,ﬂea 2
Dragons have a reputation for being fasttalkérs.They
have the animal charisma of all southern Kuéi-jinand"
the predator’s awareness that itisbetter to win asmiall
withoutfighting than a great oneat high cost.
spot negotiatorsandrapid-fieteachers armed
e chazisma of the Yang Prana, they talk when
re able:and fight when they must.
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way 8§ the MagiStrate. Sibverting Dragons,

"ashfﬁﬁﬁmgﬂns of the east perform a role much
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Such ghosts can filefor p

paylarge bribes to magistrates, and ties the ca§'étfp‘rﬁ
endless hearings for months or years until the ghost
loses heart and abandons the case. This may seem
unjust to you, but it is the way of things. If they did not
do what the'f dn angr? ghosts would dog the steps of
your ete -1__ : dlsease and luck — these are
3 pstand justice or injustice, but
chy drive the natural world.
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ragons of the center are called
Teachers ) . Students of life, they seek to
ascertain what questmns the world asks of its inhabit-
ants, and how it rewards success and punishes failure.
In doing this, they come to truly understand creation’s
goals and patterns. They seek to share this under-
standing with their fellows. Though many belong to
one of the sects, they all attempt to keep an objective
sense of their place in creation. Thrashing Dragons of
other directions who are puzzled by the problems of
existence often take council with one of these phi-
losophers. Discretion is the specialty of the Teachers
of Dancing, and it is considered quite disgraceful to
take advantage of the confidence between a counselor
and the Dragon who consults with him.

Teachers of Dancing also train young members of
the Dharma in the ways of the faith. I face the center
and have lived here at the temple one year out of three
for the past 50. I have educated 17 young vampires
like you, teaching them the ways of the faith and
educating them in proper behavior. Centered vam-
pires are very important to the Dharma, because we
determine the knowledge and history that every
Thrashing Dragon knows. We define the roots of the
faith, while the paths of the bodhisattvas form its
trunk and branches. If you wish for young Kuei-jin to
become familiar with your teachings, it is good to
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make friends with some of your cefitered
convince them of your wisdom. ©

Otier MATTERS

The Wan Kuei do not live alone in the

1aaie

Kingdom. Beyond the mortal swarms, there are spigitsgee = &

demons, skin-changers and magicians of every sostt
contend with. The world has changed with the tim
and sorcery and incantation now lurk behind crookeg
business and corrupt government, engaging in struggles
over dragon nests and scraps of occult power. Politely,
the mortal world overlooks it, pretending it does not
exist. You must learn to navigate the maze of this
magical world — there are many who would use you as
a pawn or bound servant in their struggles. Stay
among the Wan Kuei when you're able, and always
come to their aid when there is trouble with outsiders.
The Way of Origin demands loyalty to one’s fellow
ESEE.PE

on..\ eee k. to le AT fre

: ., etlens of its
‘not act out the
ti They are the
) sy represent, and
ave access to a fountain of

knowle Thus, becoming able to
move among them an i their favor is important to
a Thr shing Dragon vants to understand the

pettem :2";:' of the"world. Members of the
Thousand-Faced Th 3 sect are the most avid in
their dealings with t spmt world, though vampires
of all the sects become involved with spirit world
matters from time to time.

Generally, to earn the favor of the spirits and the
spirit courts, you must do something that pleases
them. Sometimes, this will involve an elaborate quest
into the Yang world, to retrieve some object of sym-
bolic or ceremonial significance. However, such quests
are more typically given to beings with favorable ties
to the spirit. As one of the Ten Thousand Demons,
you are more likely to be asked to serve as a fixer of
some sort. Most powerful spirits have mortal or magi-

cal concerns that need watching over and that de- o

mand more subtlety than a Zhong Lung lizard pringe
is likely to provide. At those times, you may p
your services into obligation on the spirit’s'par

Also, there is great political value A
spirit . spmt court is full of valua |
especially whe: dealing with third g

Anifest essence of the maya,
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is there toan @ beir

ssafe to bind. The',r will not remember

e hind ing after it has ended, and have no sense of

selfsident ity to resent it. Other spirits do have identi-

ties, and memories — negotiate with them instead.
There is a value among the exceedingly long-lived in
being polite. With a life that leets c ntur*,r piled
upon century, there is bour ‘mioment of
yeakness when someone witk our
Joom."Sp irits and wise Kuei
eareful notogive offense
if you cz

again
wickeds
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make ep yng Ren and Kuei-jin rare,
there is a constant undercurrent of tension. Thi
shaky peace is marked b? violent incidents betweer
youths on both sides, and occasional raids over
ters one or both sides consider important.
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~ are widely disliked. Having/Nezumi as your allies is
~ valuable but rarely translates into influence with
" other hengeyokai.. Tengu raven men are the most

% _’ara those who practicesancient m
~ traditions. They are masters of ceremoni cl
4 neimg, alchemy, supﬂrnatufaf maﬁgal ﬂl‘ts ‘and prayer-

likely to speak with you, They don’t like the Wan Kuei

very miuch, but they listen. If what you tell them is

worth repeating, they’ll spread the word. i
You should know that Xiong Ren who deal with

~ the Wan Kuei too frequently are known to-die‘espe-
~ ciallyterrible deaths, deaths so horrible thatthe other

hengeyokai go to any lengths to cover them up. I'm
not sure of the nature of this — it may be some sort of
divine curse. Whatever does cause it, it dOESn t make
them any more eager to deal with us. 5

Cwi’n Ta

The chi'n ta, the Lightning People, are Iﬂi&'ﬂﬂie
workers. They have unlocked secrets that have taken

‘us a journey through Yomi to discover. They are
+ mortals who hold the keys to Heaven, and their
_ power is as frail and mighty as all other mortal power.
' They are magicians, not true shen. They have very:

poorly developed senses of obligation, and terrible
manners. They're impetuous beings, and you can

learn a great deal from the life and times of one.

Unfortunately, their short life spans also mean they
are not terriblyadverse toabusingtheir might. Real-

istically.or not, many expect to move from position -

of strength to position of strength until they die or
reach apotheosis. Thus, some seek to bind you to
their will. Some.use spells that constrain you for a
time, while others seek to enslave you forever. Re-
gardless, this has terrible consequences to your Road
Back. While you might learn a great deal as a slave,
you will probably be set to dangemus or suicidal
tasks. Be yery careful how faryou trusta magician, or
you may regret it for ayery long time.

/The Lightning People come in two t!,fp&:; The first

slip creation. The foremost among these traditions are
the Wu Lung;dragﬁrx wizards, and dealings with them
can be quite pm&mbla if you are cautious. The other

sort of L;ghmg%eqpie are more dlsturblng They are
~ called the Five Metal:Dragons and they travel the
- Middle ngdam using
~ all sorts of shen. Tt
;gmvamfnent mveﬁugatms, and many carry the identi-

~ fication of various government agencies. The Metal

sing magic and science to suppress
il-.' agents often look and act like

Dragons are very active inithe electronic world, and so

" SefPWSusand-Facedl 'I*lmﬁer sect often comes in
| ', contact with them TI? tﬁ*ﬁ#ﬁiﬂ tl;}.E’m
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In the time just aremnﬁf {zﬁi "ﬂf Meru the
hsien fought over whaethér tfle%: should become in-

volved in the world fﬂll&awmg @1& Wan Xian's fall

from grace. The arguments led to fratricide, and the
August Personage of Jade was offended. The Lictle
Gods were cast out into the world and set to moving
from body to body. As a society, they blame the
Kuei-jin for their misfortune.

Today, the Little Gods are Heaven's last agents

on earth. Some are animalistic shape-shifters and

others are noble elementals. All are practitioners of

elementalalchemy. If they would let you, you could

learn vast amounts about the nature of life from
them. Alas, they will not let you near. The Chi of
the hsien is still divine in nature, the same golden
elixir that the Wan Xian once respired and is thus
extremely addictive to Kuei-jin who drink it. It is
powerful, and creates in us the sensation of once
again being alive. Kuei-jin have preyed on hsien
since the time of the Yellow Emperor, and the Little

Gods have little love for our kind. However, they
are protective of nature and if you profess your
Dharma, they may recognize you and treat you as
something other than a deadly enemy. Even then,
“they will be distrustful. Devil-Tigers are not ad-

verse to lying about their Dharma in order to gain

ameal of golden Chi.

You may fight with the hsien, make alliances with
themy or just live in'uneasy peace — all are possible,
depending on the local conditions and the personali-
ties involved. Whatever you do, do not drink their
Chi. Addiction to itiis a terrible thing — almost
certainly a death sentence — and to take a single
drink is to be an addict. Your P’o will tell you their
golden blood can make the world more alive for you,
and it is correct. But to attempt enlightenment that
way is a fool’s game.

THE SHin

However carefully you pass your existence, you
eventually have to deal with demon hunters. Humans
die and their families seek revenge; this is the way of
things. Though you may be a prince of the earth, your
flesh burns like flash paper and rots in the sun. Live
carefully, and always have someone to guard your
corpse in the daylight hours. Learn to follow in the
crab’s footsteps, and cross into the relative safety of
the Yang World during the day if you are concerned
about mortal attack. Do not play with mortals — they
are weak, but the sting of the smallest wasp can
humble a tiger.

Yet single, angry mortals are not our only prob-
lem. Throughout history, a gang of demon-hunters
called the Shih have dogged our footsteps. In the time
of the Qin dynasty, these warrior-monks led a cam-
paign of annihilation against our kind. They failed,
we survived and pulled their temples down. Now, they
are drunkards and wandering vagrants, roaming the
roads, robbing people to eat and hunting bakemono.
If you draw their attention, they are likely to attack,




and their specialized forms of ma
capable of dealing you terrible bléx

When the Shih come for you, it isgener:
that you have enemies among the shen. Typ
you lose political face to the point where you
think they can survive the backlash of an assassi
tion attempt, they’ll feed information of your w
abouts and habits to a Shih. Then the demon hun; ter
do the rest. The Shih are very dangerous people, and
if you manage to survive one of their attempts on you,
you are be better off just counting yourself lucky
rather than seeking revenge. This is especially true
because your rivals are probably watching and ready
to make an attempt on you themselves, and then lay
it at the feet of the demon hunter.

The YeEuLOW Spmuqs

Just as there is a spirit world, there is also a world
of the dead It is eén 7.the First Sovereign Emperor
and his a i e land of the
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passion. The history
ion of storms, upnsmgs
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eath in the
asping tight

ancestors 1s

aties between our kind and
will not feed on them,
and in retur 3 »t haunt us for our killing. It
could WJ be tha t this is l:rul‘j,r the case. Certainly,
well-connected ghosts can make trouble for you, and
important Kuei-jin can have other ghosts take care of
spectral problems for them. There may even be bu-
reaucrats involved, and it is even possible they would
be acting in their official capacity. The reality is as
everywhere — those who have influence prosper, and
those who have none are the victim of their betters.
As you will often have little influence at court, it pays
to walk carefully.
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T Sun

There isnothing so glorious as the sun. Golden orb, |
it rains down the rays of energy that the world needs o
thrive and survive. Without the sun, the world |
be a place of ice, starvation, and darkness. L
perish, and even death would grow lonely 3
glorious is.the sun that Heaven cc}uld not

eniergy into the wic nd energlzes the
nd display of f wisdom. Each night, bid
as it flees over the horizon to take its light
els e. You are a creature of the night, but not a
thify g of darkness. Do not wrap yourself in a cloak of
5hadnws, or shut away the sun from your existence. Do
not think of it as hateful, or as your enemy. The sun is
as the sun has always been — bright and-hot and true.
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duce, and such i ba ances are something that many.,
of us experience. In add1t1ﬂn, the acts of giving.
birth and of caring for young are central to life
Thrashing Dragons have reason, and license,.to"
explore these matters.
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servant. 1 his is excellent if you are in need of a
diligent and faithful servant, but so much of raising
children is that they are not servants, but whole and
independent beings in:their own right. If you deprive
them of their freedom, you deprive yourself of the
Dharmic education of watching them explore that
freedom — watching how they receive the lessons you
teach and apply them to the real world, watching
what they accept or reject, and why. That all vanishes
in the moment when the dhampyr’s soul is shackled
to your will, and in return, you gain nething but a
reliable accountant. There are times you will want
accountants, and there are times you will want an
education. Be sure you know what you want
before you irrevocably turn one into the other. ¢

U

The Yama Kjngs

There can be no mention of the Wan Kuei
without mention of the Yama Kings. These be-
ings were once the lords of the Underworld. They
ruled the dead, tormenting mortals souls in purga-
tion of their sins, then passing them back into
the Great Cycle to be reborn. But power
and dark foreces corrupted the Yama Kings.
They fell from their station as Heaven’s punishers |5
and judges of the dead. They fed on tainted Chi
and carved kingdoms out of the twisted fabric of
the Yin and Yang worlds. They sealed their domain
away from the rest of the Tapestry and called it
Yomi Wan, and all the spirit-lands inside it are the
Thousand Hells of Yomi.

The Yama Kings have openly declared their
ambition on the Throne of Heaven. They trap and
torture souls in the Yomi hells, collecting the
energy of their suffering and using it to power
machinations in the Middle Kingdom. Soon, the
Yama Kings believe, the August Personage of Jade
will abdicate. One of their number will seize the
throne of Heaven, becoming the Demon Emperor,
tearing the Wheel of Ages from its hub, and usher-
ing in anage of eternal darkness. Each of the Yama
Kings aspires to the crown of the Demon Emperor,
and they vie daily for the position.

All Kuei-jin must beararms against the Yama
Kings. This is one of.the primary purposes of
the Way of Obligation — to prevent the sort of
dark dealings with the Yama Kings that led to
the downfall of the Wan Xian. To deal with
the Yama Kings is a capital crime. Suspi-
cionthat you are in league with the Yama
Kings tarnishes you and you can never
escape its grimy- elutches, even .if the
allegation is false.

We oppose the Yama Kings and the spirits of
Yomi, but not because they are unpleasant or
perform an objectionable task in the cosmic
order. The necessity of demons is evident in the
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fact that Heaven created Yomi and'the’
the first place, and that the Devil- Tig
bodhisattvas. Life and the world are - pl
places, but even the eaters of shit and éarric
their place in the natural process.
The Thrashing Dragons instead oppose the Y
Kings because their ambition is so beyond .t
legitimate goals in the celestial bureaucracy. Fi fol

tormentors of the unrighteous dead, they have atd

tempted to promote themselves to kings of cre-
ation. They are not just demons, they are mutineers
against the celestial order. They pervert all they
touch, twisting it with their dark power. Animals
are diseased and made self-destructively ferocious,
men are twisted into loathsome goblins, and even
the very spirits are rendered cancerous and twisted
by the blighted touch of Yomi. Those things which
eat the deag hve their place, and that place is not

s.the rest of the world in their foul and
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clash wi
their gar iey promote members of their
chosen séhool, family or wurk unit, they often come
upon signs of corruption by the forces of Yomi. The
Ten Season Dragons are careful gardeners and remove
the problem where it is small or easy to deal with. Yet
they are subtle creatures, and to act boldly would
endanger their gardening. More often than not, they
carefully cover their sources and then let information
slip to a Devil-Tiger or hengeyokai, and allow them to
handle the situation.

Regardless of sect, we are all weary of the power
of Yomi. The wise predator does not engage in
fights where she may be injured. Victory in one
battle is meaningless if it leads to defeat in the next.
Unlike the warlike Resplendent Cranes and De
Tigers, our first question is not if we can achie
victory, but if we can escape the fray withc
ous harm. Nature rewards the cunning
ruthless Iso good to move slowly be
the Devi 9
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men of the Asian interior. But when
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horsemen, but the imperial powers of the West.
They divided up China like devils cutting up a
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tions around the fal the Manchu dynasty, th&
civil war and the]apanese occupation. Rather than.
seeing the barbarians as a novelty to be leamad«ﬁiﬁ? :f'
from, they treat them as foes to be defeated. This is.«
understandable, but it makes it difficult for us as a |
Dharma to study their existence. % AH%%
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~even true 'uﬁdgi‘_ﬁfiﬁ:_ﬁ&ingf;'They are, however, ca-
- pable of reproducing themselves by sucking out the

—-—!'_""‘?m

blood of a mortal and then feeding the corpse some

-.of their own blood. They infesl: many areas of the

West, and have estabhshed warnng mnsptrames tl:lat

_:flght for dominance.

The Kin-jin trace their lmeage back thfﬂugh

__the fangs of their creator, and those who do net
~ know their lineage are treated as h&imm, accepted

but without voice. Many among this foul brood
believe that the end of the world is soento come, as

the hungry ancients of their breed rise from the

grave in search of blood. This is probably inspired
by some distortion of Xue’s teachings abﬂu{ the
Yama Kings.

The Kin-jin are forever seeking to enter and
colonize new areas, establishing their twisted webs

of conspiracy and influence. In the late 19th cen-
~ tury, they became firmly established in the Portu-
guese Concession at later at Hong Kong and would
often come to China in opium-smuggling boats,
seekmg to establish colonies on the m&m]fﬁni Care-

ful patrolling kept them out for-a time, but the
" chaos that surrounded the fall of the Manchu Dy-

nasty allowed some colonies to takeroot ah;ng the

coast: We have never yet been able to eradicate!

these creatures, for they are like rats, skilled at
stealth and hiding, and.able to cover their tracks by
making mﬂrtals fﬂmt or ignore evidence of their
existence. The'g are fﬂrever smuggling in their fel-
lows and attempting to establish fiefdoms on the

" _soil of the Middle Kingdom. Like rats, they spread

and infest all areas.
The Kin-jin are terrified of f1re and turn to ash

" in sunlight. It was recently suggested that silver
’ buﬁatﬁ m;ght be useful 3galnstﬁiem but.those who
- attempted to test it reported that silver had done
- them no good. Likewise, Kqﬁpﬁ;& who went to Los
a':Angeles and whn havellﬂdmthm cteatur&ﬁ say

they have no particular fear of silver and often wear
silver jewelry. Kin-jin are creatures of tremendous
physical power, and are capable of overpowering
even a mandarin. Feral creatures, they typically at-
tack with claws and fangs, though some breeds also
attack with their tongues. Do not meet their gaze,
and do not drink their blood. The Quincunx, the
Great Court of Ancestors, hasruled that the ances-

“tor is the only proper conduit for negotiations with

these creatures. If you come upon Kin-jin, you must-
report it immediately to the ancestor and the first oni
or barbarian-suppressing general.

[In modern times, we have been coming into
closer and closer contact with the Kin-jin, and how
we are todeal with them is an increasingly important
question for us. Some elders favor striding boldly
into the West and snuffing out the leaders of their

“.blood-hives, and then hunting down their children
“in the ensuing chaos. It is said, after all, that this was

done to a breed of savage steppe vampires at the

“dawn of the Fifth Age. Others are more moderate,

and wish to secure the Middle Kingdom first, and

‘then, having built up their strength, proceed in

careful steps toward eradicating or controlling the
Kin-jin threat.

I'cannot say which philosophy | agree with, but
they-are very real and meaningful threats. For the
last two years, disciplesiand jina have been going to
war in Hong Kong and Singapore, attempting to
eradicate entrenched nests of Kin-jin. Others went
to the American city of Los Angeles and established
a military government there which includes Kin-jin
princes and nobles among its members. One of the
Kin-jin empires has paid us a great tribute, and has
promised not to send its children to our shores. The
Western blood-eaters are a critical part of the future,
and you should learn what you can of them. Though
they are Dharmically uninteresting, they are also
politically central to the coming days.
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This chapter describes the inner workings of the
Dance of the Thrashing Dragon, describing the Dharma’s

approach te its tenets, its philosophy regarding the
| .;Eﬁmon and the beliefs of the four major sects.

“Con\i Bm:rs

Thnugh there are many m*te:rpretatmns of the Dance

“of the Thrashing Dragon, there must by definition be

some shared understanding between the members of the
faith. That core group of beliefs gives the Road Back its
redemptive chardeter, and Kuei-jin who profess the

" Dharma all feel similarly (Taut not the same) about them.

The different emphases they place on the varying tenets
and how they implement them in the real world — those
are matters of deterxmned b‘}' the md:mdu&l s personality

and sect.

The fﬂEfong pages enumerate the eight tenets of

“the: Elha,rma, as found in Ktndred of the East, and

describe them in greater detail. Each section includes a
section ;,:aﬂ&&ﬁe Truth,” which discusses how the
tenet is generaﬂy unpfemeated by members of different

o |

e

On action alone be thy interest,

. | Let not the fruits of action be thy motive,
B MERLE, * Nor be thy attachment to inaction. . S
i : ; —B}‘u]gayﬂd Gim’ 2:4? e o .’-f'::;f&ﬁ“;

e
g %

sects. Thousand Crane Mother ﬁrﬁ_t put the tenets forth, -:
but phrased them abstractly, so that they could support

interpretations other than her own. This act, called the
Spreading of the Seeds, is one of the greatest moments of
the Dharma, for it made the path to Hﬂﬂvﬂﬂ wider, and
it is celebrated by all sects. :

Attune Yourself to Life in All Its Forms

This tenet indicates that the maya itselfis the subject
of the Dharma’s inquiry. “The Dance of the Thrashing
Dragon is an attempt to attain enllghtenment by under-
standing the world and the place of its inhabitants in the
natural cycle. Kuex-*jm crf this Dharm are seeking to
illustrated by the grand phantasm of existence. Thousand
Crane Mother was, and continues to be, adamant that
vampires on the Dharmacannotlose themselves irt bestial

behavior and still al:ta;n this understandmg iy, ™
“A wolf or tiger cannot become a bodhisattva,” she

reaches. “As chih-mei, we are as wolves and tigers. We
live only in a world Df 1r13t1nv:.t Fn;;m the uutstcie this is

[
i
i ]

v

e

" i LT TR BT e g S T




e

ﬂ%le* But fmm the inside, the chih-mei Eﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂthiﬁg ﬁragm w_hew lﬂsmgj them&e*lvea in physma! sensa-

ok bungry eeats s asafeplacetalec. o, they appreeitc themeedto ocasionallyimmersc
If it is {;hailenge.dﬁt: attacks. That is its way an,glitbat is themsaL : Thtﬁs not a Eﬁm& fﬂl‘ shut-away schnl

?ﬁh@ way of wolves and of tigers as well. This state s the  ars and bookworms.
I(EY to much m:sd@éﬁ, but not all m&ﬁ . go. :&m:f dﬂ :. Eltﬁenent&fﬂ‘ir%ﬁhmg Dragons recog-
e sfuﬁ.,ﬁ i s‘t@m g{ghguﬁsmch or nee_' fﬂr@mh IE@ _nize thﬁ ?ﬁﬁ C i u:al part of thett faith, and Dragons
aplace of actionand reaction and momentary sénsation. - ~who are seen as be oming too meditative and with-

Vit ~There is no Roa £aﬂt: from there — only the Road” drawn _E[E;ﬂ% ﬁaﬂght 'in elaborate ploys by their

fffff

-\.d‘

B _FDTWHIW the n@’Et thgughﬂesg mgmémh’{}ug lﬂﬁne fellq' pla:’ys are mggngg_;d o make their lives
~ fn; beasts, and oné cou something-li :w..“.l'fmfé-i' e ere 5huck them back into really expe-
iy Il,ghtenme% Ef?mt feel thaw [ can say,m:ﬂ:h' \ing , |

O _WJE%&: it this wﬁn a:nﬂ kﬁ@u are not persuadé : wd},;% pracﬁcal }ﬂm and challenge&, but thE pranks of man-
5 _nﬂt stop ?Bu ok

s " _ % gﬁ%ﬂ" _ i &
Just as m 15 lmpmnt to the wurld, €'maya iﬁw Dragons are wii fo
g *;Thn@rfanwmﬁﬂhnqﬁﬁ feisnot the only thinginthe  ness to !:QVGI‘E‘-'&E nthers in {hfﬂr »lwe:s. foé Lot a mlttaw
Wld, There are also ﬁaturﬁl fnrm@pd the bedrock of  game — it requites. lovers and rivals an&él mance and

the world. So tgm’mava is not the only thmg in creation. - danger, if itis tokeep the Th—rashmg Dragonon edge and
Therﬁrﬁ ; ’fus in matmn as well. Thﬂsem awake. Such an exciting life requires a strong cast of
involved in the maya live without the I:furden ayppartmgchmcters, and Thrashing Dragonsas a group

thev are mﬁpmhed ﬁ:lf chis, - “afe pea_.’fe;:;ﬂ'g wi [Img to enr.ang‘ie ﬂthem in thezr affairs.
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rment, Wh PR o Whﬁ‘i@eaﬁﬁgmththn&c who are not shen,
i el seiﬂes Nuw,“wefm'é bEER} ﬂ'feyne&émtlmsmpﬂllm Heaven hasassigned them the
pla,ced m[d&b. he:maya, 'pg‘mfe& from life. Will we. penance of walking the Road Back and achlevmg en-
. once. -again retreat mmﬁae illusion ilke cm(ﬂ? c{oga? * lightenment. Thmr maﬂna mquues that they indulge

Ynu area d&acl t;h T Masqugpradmg as ananmml willdo ‘themselves in every sort of sensation, and it is their right
ke g Vi ErH@gvm 5 w;thm t’i‘l@ nataral order o do s0. As Wan Kuei they are

-
#

O E @f I:h_ﬁ Wan Km:l :-4_-:.!-555. EYﬂnd wuman mgrality, and m‘uﬂ mlk their path back

e rse as a wl:wle, _ ﬁﬂmlxve 1S iﬁd out bé%fﬁ tiﬂ:m Thrashing Dragons are

;__ﬂ, Slrobm, you must betma% 7 b&asts! and they huny ' %r enllght@;unenl: If

student :}f the ma‘;a*ﬁﬁ wﬁelﬂ, rather than prﬂﬁn&lng must teara mortal 'm rags to find the enlighten-
to the limited exlstaﬁi;e of a mle beast.” s ey !@Eﬂé }*‘Hhﬁhm that lswhat they shall do. If Heaven
- The Tmt:b,ﬂ% Thras ring Eﬂgm agrese mgh @Saﬂpf?ve& -agons would never find enlighténment.

“withis, becausé"*ﬁmget% don’t w@}v descend into the mf “Tmth ﬁhﬂﬂﬁtﬂ?ﬂw Thrashing Dragon loves
du .‘mﬁfﬁtm and t?s?ing with humans. Mortals

- chih-mei sta:g;flfbts tﬁ%ﬁénnﬂs problem among younget . sed
itk rma, and a fair : nﬁbﬂ ﬂpﬁém combine living bodies ‘and self-aware spirits — the P'o

A \rer *”?m TIW\EEIE and cannot be {Qused from it b{ i*‘__. id Flun — and are tembl'g fascmatmg and instructive
_ritual. These unfortunates are given over to the Devil- - to watch ,Jt is.terribly dangerous to be a mortal around
T&ge; chlﬁ-rmf:r haﬁmﬂ of the court, or Put déwn if a“'f L rashmg “"*-?'" — the monster may find some

1 ced for l;hEﬂL Those whﬁ suwn@,,ﬂcﬁept crf you so_faseit 1 ,‘ng that_it devours you for it.
__.psaaﬂ f:mne Mother’s pronouncement tk - Treatment of shen depends largely on sect.
I)hﬂ!'ﬂlﬁ& : EQ:;_'..* f _. ﬂ NDfﬂDﬂE ﬁ:ﬁf th’E’ i.au gmg Rﬂlﬂbﬂw q l'tfi TEI’I c;EEl-

~_ than the beatific pﬂffm'.; & sons sect ae ofténdeferenial to orher shen. Laughing
| :‘“ Iﬂ jina go without “ disciples are w: ed Rair E@wsft&mito keep other shen out of their search for

IEI-;C&_ ﬁ sC :.. sl

_ be&ause they cipline *’ atched Erﬂ@itenmem‘ Ten an%gﬂm, however, see
bmuse rﬁﬁny vxctnnsafbun:&c}ut 1cﬁ?s’%_ interactions with the. shen as an enticing Dharmic
fall mtp tl besnal ﬂgﬁt‘ﬁ ﬁweil T challenge. Whatdoes the shen expect? A lover? A rival?
gl B _ W _ &:n‘;entﬂr orand alhr? Unless she has a preference or a
! r“ sm' ] . = M‘Pmﬂ _pressing need toachieve some goal, the Dragon accepts

. Meditate Up@anmm; Dn Not mtw'fham “jtheﬁf%w@posmnnsg{”thmg she is interacting with,

- Out, But Experi hem, ﬁéfﬁm:gl’" om. L hem | *
" Encourage FHEMS mﬁm B o ;
Thﬁi tf:’ﬂﬁt’ }ﬂ;ﬁ'ﬁ%ﬂ 1 ;
%hfircmpaﬂ@ inphysical ndtheirwillingness  ~ Members of the Thou

| i mﬂgm the ﬁ’vea ﬂf ﬂthers :__:_ ough T hin more | _"ytﬂ mvnve c}:hﬁrshenmthmr lwzs As

selves Rl and 6;1511‘5? Tothe
om hl:&ﬁ-tﬁ Eeam,mg how to be other
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“walkers among the'fangc%urtsfﬂie}r lead spirit servas
on red silk leashes and dine with the lesser pringes’of | rod
Yang World. Such Kuei*jin are used to dealing with ingDra mage Pen™""
spirits (and some other shen) on a regular basis. While - and ge they cannot prevent. . ©
they are mannerly in their actions, they still use shen as :?Aft&;yﬁl, the respectful student &D&%ﬂﬂﬂ;mk mud into
props, foils and scenery in their quest for enlightenn m%ﬁere acher’s classroom. The relationship is still one of
Members of the Passion Bloodflower sectare totally mantoobject, butit isa respected and necessary object,™
i molvement with ot o beasally amaged.
+ {tﬂgﬁ i ; Mg?ﬁth*This{eia%m T i‘ﬂt A g d E gj

o i A : bl “ e o o L U SN . dae e iv‘“f' & EL i iR h : _:f - . L) . W
explore. They are justasinclined to take ghosts for _ bur of little comfort to mortals set upon by 'Ihashmgg
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vele, conscientious Thrash-
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as go to war with the hengeyokai. They are not climbing .. Dragons. That is to say, the vampire is usually careful to .
the path to enlightenment, they are hurling themselves make.amends for any misdeeds, but those amends ‘are

{0 creation, ot to_individual victims: __
. notcempensating the individual for his suffering; they
g DSHIP OF CREATION ;5 ything bac
Use Your Power As the Farmer Employs His for their mi ‘hrashing Dragon:
Threshing Tools: Break the” gta&%Gathﬂ the Rice, untid ? d rg%; i :'l ¢ oF istietin, d',’"'i%ff_”
SCH#EI.‘ t].'lE SEE dﬁ; w :- v " 5 k. ()t‘h It Wilhﬂpiﬂts € ’tﬁ.ﬂ needs Q;E g}e i
 This tenet is the mandate for Dragons to do what maya directly, afd this is most common among the.
they must to find enlightenment. To manipilate mor- " Thousand-Faced Thundersec
_tals, to perform savage acts and then carefully examifie  often also involvedin thi
the outcome, to immerse themselves inlifeinitstrueand  spiriccourts. &
| vibfﬂ:ﬂ-t@tﬂtﬂ o Wtdlﬂ?tﬁﬂ?t;afs ’fﬂ‘ %ﬁ trs ::.;... s i +~ o el :

road to enlightenment, and they are doing Heaven’s willi:

heéy no mote regret their actions thana

. QI?MQIS L chriia
i e A R L e SRR o e S &:' s Al Y a i
Yet this tenet is not purely a license to rapineile -« %, ©
also specifies that the Dragon has a responsibility to™", "
return to the cycle. The farmer does not eat all thericed «

atit. Any handhold is.aceeptable, so longas it leadsone' ‘made
closer to Heaven. . “I T Nne
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e reaps; he saves seed rice, and cultivates the fields ' -
before planting, and so there-is rice the nextyearas: o
~well. A Thrashing Dragon is a terrible force, draining ..~
achieve enlightenment. This€Can cause immensedam-~ .

age in terms of physical carnage. No otherpre
so much and eats so little as thel-{mﬁf}
a meal of enlightenment.: ~



ﬁ:,fm Féum 'I"i‘lm': Sm ™E Dmlq
‘Help all meg Things Thrive. When Something

f :-::;Appears to Be Dying, Cnn&ume It and&Send It Back
Into the Cycle -

As the Thrashmg Dragons pfﬂtECE and learn from
the maya, they also tend it and see to its well-being.
~ Dragons find weakness abominable. Infirmity in old age,

- decrepit buildings and moldy old social structures are all
loathsome, for they trap energy out of creation, holding
itinstasis. The f:‘j’tﬁ& and process of death and rebirth are
vital to creation,and to clin miﬂngﬂwty for too leng is
to disrupt the flow of histofy. To remove such obstruc-
tions is the duty of the right-thinking Thrashing Dragon.
It is the way of things that new growth pushes aside old,

vbdead wood. In forests where this is not the case, terrible
| cunditlﬂns reign, and all the trees rot and decay. Every
storm bringsmare sick giants crashing down, until at last
the forest is nﬁthingmﬂre than rotting wood and bushes.
I1:1 a forest where thete are young saplings ready to leap
- forward and seize evé%'g scrap of sunlight, the passing of
the giants wauld %lﬂ trees; but not the forest.

No system should have indispensable EDIHPDBEEE
The past should not H’%‘um the present. Those whose
time has elap&ed should pass away swiftly and with

grace. Thus keeps the wu‘rid healthy and vigorous, much

- like pruning a fruit tree encourages the tree to produce
more and better fruit. This way is true not only of
plants, butalso of organizations, religions and nations.
« Thrashing Dragons, @artmularly those of the eastern
ditection, often seek 1 to @emy institutions the',r feel
are burdens to society. .

The Truth: This tenet is typically used to justify
a Thrashing Dragunﬁtendenﬁ:’f to kill and eat anyone
or anythinghe pleases. However, it is also a statement
of obligation. Again, the Thrashing Dragon is com-
-mitted to the well- b'éi'ng of the maya, and not just his

......

own betterment.

 This tenet EHDWE fﬂr destruction; however, it also
restricts Dragﬁns from causing the paralysis they loathe
—they cannot be agents of stasis. They have historically
-shiedaway fromthe control of government or other parts
of the dynastic cycle asa result: They may have influence
in many organizations, but' ayoid outright domination.
.. The temptation to enter into an: gé,hlr:,al (:ﬂmpmmlsc in
such a situation is toa graﬂt '

The most passionate champions of this tenet in its
physzca?*mamattﬂn are the penangallan of the Golden
Courts. These vampires will not abide infirmity or old
age in their households, and would rather appear as a
man than with a wrmkled or hver*spotted form. When
a penangalian S mon;gl servants age beyond their useful-
ness, they can expect to be consumed by thﬂur mistress or
one of her langsuir followers.

On the other end of the sy&gtrum, the Ten Seasons
sect has built much of its philosophy on tending and
prmunb mtltutluus and social systems, those it calls

gardens of the se:{:ﬂnd snrt Its mﬁmbem atl:empt to kﬁep_- _;
these organizations in good health, to make them
bettersubjects of study. Haﬁvﬁ?hk«e good gardeners,
they know that some plants cannot be pruned, but must
be cut back or burned out. Ten Season Dragons do this
as quickly and éffu::entl*,r as possible. This often brings
them into contact with Devil-Tiger gangs of similar
intent. The two groups do not always share the same
ideas of what is worthy of destriiction, and there are
often violent feuds over w-*hich wﬂi destrn*,r some struc-
ture, and when o | . -

E:

 The Fimﬁuﬂ" Esculw’l'htnhn
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Half-Life Is An t’i Omis ak :
As You Can, : R e
The condition of t:he Thfﬂshmg

£ n i5 a pun-
ishment. It is Heaven’s curse levied on errant: under-
lings. Itisnotathingtobe mmprnmised with, orgrown
used to, or utilized for its maximum benefit. Thrashing
Dragons do not deny that they are hungry ghosts, but
they do not make it into a badge of perverse honor by
developing Disciplines that take advantag& of their
corpse-form: Thrashing Dragons t;rptcaliyﬁnd the Bone
and Blood Shintai to be tEpufslvse, as those Eak& 51;5-%&::"
advantage of the Kuei-jin’s undead form. Many instead
practice the Chiand Soul Dwmphnes or vs:arefuily learn
the other shintai. . |

This tenet is a phll@ﬁﬂphm& iemmder to Thrash-
ing Dragons regagdless of sect. This is not their goal.
The half-existence of the Wan mﬁ ;ﬁr&a mlng place
on the lip of the Mouth of Yoini, and the laﬁg;:amage— _'
house on the road to oblivion. There is nuﬁ‘ng to be
learned from“it;.other than how to leave it more
quickly. Right- thinking ﬁragons become students of
their inner nature and nature as a ‘whole, not atudentﬁ":_ ;
of their own physical remains. To venerate the corpse-
flesh is to pay homage to crimes that incurred the
August Personage’s curse, using xclevemess to make
Heaven's displeasure into a%legsi—ng

The tenet is nrﬁan injunction to Yaﬁgfmbalance
thiough some interpret it as such. Most Thrashing
Dragons differentiate between life and Yang suffusion.
To many members of the Dharma, particularly” the
penangallan, permanent Yang imbalance is a way of life.
[ts hunger and ferocity brings about a way of seeing the
world that they find conducive to Dharmic advance-
ment. Other vampires find re:pmductmn a necessity on
their Dharmic quest, and are forced into permanent
Yang imbalance as a result. Yet it is the outlook or
fecundity of that state that members of the Dharma
seek, not the state 1tsel£ The‘; are livel? corpses, but-
COLpses nev arthe:ieaﬁ

......

Thrashmg Drag{ms rﬁgaﬁzﬂe&s E:f ﬁen:t Jus:; as the Road
Forward, the mindless existence of the chih-mei, is &
Dharmic dead end, soalso is the inward-turning path of
the dedicated tmmmtai vampire. Tﬂ a Thras]mng Dragﬂn
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imembers of th € € ﬂfﬁﬁ“ far ¢ ff ) -

cerned with making thely M&mn&ml-

kedfigss andpull it nlﬂse, W by far to turn one’s
ace away from. E}&E Bmm become a Devil-Tiger, Bone
Flowe': or w ePance of the Thrashing Dragon is

dlhgeﬁt dancer always hat in mind.
. The Truth: It is almost 1mﬁasa¢fle f:ar a yampire

b Ca ’[n com- Not to COmE Lo an agceprance Witil her state. It is the *
ke soldier: %ﬁ? waka nature nf hfe -%Em:émﬂ to suc‘h ac e ommod atu}ns! and thes

; | '_ ing If)rag:::a:gr;u.s.E rggardl&saof”secf‘hﬂnﬂr this
sburden.. . ..#“*  tenet in a similar fashion. Every morning, as the sun
hatyoung “ ‘begins to c;ogt the sky, theygotoa highp{*aceand watch
 easy togonf  theits gofﬁénface: rise above the rim of the world. Every

~ morning, just before t;hE‘; 45}&&;:, @y lay their eyes upon
the fumat:ﬂ at the he cre

Mether to avmd bﬁaﬂm mgi'numﬂrltss schoiars Thrash-

If this ﬂwcﬁ@ed t;he Flarr . e /' commentaries — is a prﬁfﬂundly Ytgact and scholars

¥ . tend to be bookish, retiring and unfamiliar with the
£ lE i %&g“ ‘world outside their studies. Such a life is antithetical to
a hgh; thinkin, Thfaﬁ‘hmg Dragon. In order to dance

" this Dharmic dance, a vampire must become a natural
-holar. Like a Taoist priest, she must beat home in the
orld she studies. This is not a matter of taste — Yin
nlit nd ﬂﬁ ene@ws color and transform the experience. While
iselves. ‘i& tenet mmoi@and ;;empm:mg of ¢ experience is necessary,
ecorpse ﬂesh,gnd influencesonavampire’s Dharmic think-
‘Eﬁt fmrn hﬂa‘ﬁ'ﬂﬂ ‘Tbe mg )E’:an d&t:rea:se the lmpaﬁ uf het studles, depnvmg
ieve that i f&thf Wﬂﬁﬂ &l@t 15}_ ing on is cut a& fmm the mavya, but
Are creature 5 of the sﬁe m:gd not be dmnnmm it. Her studies should be

ey mus EIEEP IR ““active, 1me@ing her directly.ifi the life she studies.
o4 pnweﬁessly re must learn to be a part of things while still absorb-

d ’T'he:mment hubris.. mgt something from the experience. The Dance of the

rappec them &m ffﬁm Thmshz t% Draggﬁ b

L h‘”ﬂﬂw thf Thra:ab The Truth: M% Thrashing Drag |
_,-_?:.I;;}}Eatel:ﬁe lwmg - take the phtlese{}ﬁt mpﬁcatmn& of thlsmﬁ into
h 5': * ﬁﬂi hﬂiﬁ'iﬁ‘.‘* 0 %EE acqnunt as the}r leﬂd the:“' IWE’S %_e“: fﬂlth 15 = | vew

o
s "
s
e

. the danice of t em‘fivmg wlgl, )fint eﬁ' the dead one. Theh_

Ul E\”E!‘? %‘l’asﬁmg;_;ﬁ

, ?Iﬁ iﬁg Dragom are students Ggr.ﬁe and Yang. Yet schcﬁar-*s,.f
e %hlp*watc‘ning and learning and studying and writing -
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mecdmte and hands -on one, and by and Idrge the'f do
& the: best they can to stay involved in the world around
them Not all succeed, but all attempt its

.. The difference between sects is in how literally they

take the tenet’s injunction. Thousand-Faced Thunder

Dragonsare notatall prone to humor — theyare humble

ambassadors to the spirits. Laughing Rainbows, partak-
ing of life as they do, bring a certain thing that they call

“laughter” to the world — bafflement and amazement at

theiranimal grace, and their own predatory joy at & t:hase-, .

.weil-mn and a kill in their jaws.

- Passion Bloodflowers delight in tricks and navelties»*
- clockwurk animals, mechanical puzzle boxes — any-
_ thing to bring curiosity and amazement into the heart, -
_ They delight in giving each other these elaborate gifts,
and in challenging one another’s intellect. How does
such a wonder function? What makes it possible? This is

the laughter of the Passion Bloodflower — a quest for.
A knowledge of the physlcal world, intimately connected

mact of meditation for them,
' bri}ugbt theu' creati,ml;y to a peak Prudtgws of >

and amazing objects abound in their cc}llems, 14 the
rich among them pay great sums to their toy makers.

~ Such toy makers are never killed during warfare between

. the penangallan. Instead, they are ransumed or made to"

work fot their new master.

Members of the Ten Seasons séct are the most prone
Lo bringing actual joy to the world around them. Garden-
e% of social structures that they are, Ten Season Dragﬂns
see that joy and humor serve a special role in gardens of
the second sort. A happy and harmonious body politic
makes for a healthy structure. Ten Season Dragons often
- spread good luck; arrange successful marriages and en-
.murage the harmonious coexistence of the parts of the
garden. Though the joy they distribute is always in=
tended to ME’BW&}IHPE the social garden, itisa Sﬂf’fﬂf
3{1? thﬁt mortals can ccsmprehend and share.

'rlil: qum Tener: ProteEcT SPjRjTS

Protect the Spirits. Without Them, the. Lite-

I)ance Stops

‘The Thrashing Drag{mb are the students, guardiﬂ:ns
zmd gardeners of the maya. And it cannot really be
“disputed that spirits in some way personify different parts
of the Tapestry. Sicken the place, sicken the spmt.
Sicken the spmt} sicken the place. Thus, spirits are in .
one of creation’s most fragile links, for they are susc&g
tible to direct corruption and assault.

Originally, this tenet was felt to mean that the
Thrashing Dragons should tend to and cultivate the
spirit world, as they tended to and cultivated the Middle
KingdomeLater, as the menace of the Yama Kings grew,

* it became apparent that the Thrashing Dragons would
_ need to become the watchdogs at the gates of the Yang
“World. The spirits did not need cultivation, they needed
® wgﬂant guardianship. The}r were not the cmh,r pmﬁectnm

o

"ok the

“to them. H
night, Emm‘i%
“disease. Thai

- .f}ower, Tmse’.[ves, am:l nﬂt

- Yang World against 2 a thre nr YGTILL ngtmportan{

“ene

\\\\\\

baast—fbl% Xﬁt &1{:1'& ﬂi&ﬁe ar" ol .
mystics would not explore 2 ban regions that thf:lr
atmnﬂwﬁ@&&fmcﬂ of the natural world made dead
ashing Dr: u patrolled the
spirits of cotruption and unnatural
hanks £ this dutiful service, Thrashing Drag-
c:qa_havg_:_ ) easy relationship with ci iri

& Spﬁtts of superﬂmumi t
ot deities worthy of wor-
ship. A Thrashing Dragon 1 ngvﬁ;' hesﬁﬁtes‘{m puard the-.

_.L"[""':': 5‘_ =

-to remember, however; t ey venera enni'f spirits of
the Yang Wm@d Thﬁ? fis

d ghnsts ;ié. ste | l; Yin spirits

disturbingand demons wor‘*ﬁx? of combat without honor.
‘Most Thrashing Dragons enter | ’tha Yﬂllnw %prmgs only

in the direst of circumstances.
The Truth: Each sect refw to Eplﬂtﬁ differently.

ir existence. Unduntandmg such wonders isan ;T.'hétisamb aced Thunder Dragnﬁb walk among the city
and the modern age hﬂ.ﬁ %mrita as pears and mumerﬁ. ‘I%ese sc}rcereﬁ'drpl”nmars

" ‘can influence the mortal wqﬂd in ways that spirits

cannot, and:they ba m’_;%‘ns&hﬁ’ﬁy for influence. The =

Tﬁﬂusmﬁlr?wd “’I"i'mnﬁﬂrs are masters of the modern

elementals ﬁﬁﬁﬁcmmw; glasﬁ ami data. Thﬁ expmwfe.. |

- growth of the m%@aduct@; giemgn and fab:matmn _

industry in Asia mtl’y E:h:p inded 1 |

their techmlagttal SOTC '

fhem uxthe Iﬁﬂde%giﬁ ln s:zrrne*

B8 scourges, hﬂmmﬂ renegade spi

af' the spiritcourt. .07 8 .
" The PW Bl"_f' __ff'e‘rs ﬁraik t?le splfif %ﬂrld as il

d;gnﬂ‘:anesw e hattl o el t‘l&@ arid re-

s;::ectf and in *-x 1 penangallan ti‘irﬁw-@mwuh %rm&s

spirits if 1:1;1@~ Egi,llé

- make ﬁmﬁ’? F@éﬁgﬁ 'mm"ﬁfmftamcad parts of the Yang- N

Wexld, delighting in &t’taekmg the strength of their

y. Yet these blﬂﬂd?fﬂrﬂ art typically executed as
asport or a form of meditation. They are social pageants
anﬁi times to dlﬂp ay r::}mbat :ai}lhv,r and the loyalty of
' sorts. The targets of these attacksare

tizhglr ablhw to prmndeanmtertammgflght,
“not thﬂl‘f degree of menace to the world. The Passion
El@ﬂdﬁﬂw:ers aré great ‘Etﬁmws of the Mukade devil- =
ceﬁtlpedﬁ, but raref‘,f ché‘se after Qlever tempters O’
qluw CotRigiters . < el - i .

- The Ten Séhsonmc:t deals wrth very small spirits
cmtantly 1ts members use th«em,aalﬂng with surveil-
~ lance devices and human agents, to set up their espio-
nage networks. But they bind only the littlest of Spirits—
bird, monkey and ratspirits, which the}r use asspiesand”
messengers, aigﬂ aﬁt~spu°fm their beautiful gar-
dens. Ten Season " y becamemvaﬁ?é&““rltli- |
the doings of I'ts.

" The };,augh; Ramﬁnws g.'smt;ec,; the Eplﬂts and the
spirit wurldk@;;t &a’ Mage in direct commerce with -
them M&ny Rmn%{)ws stﬁlk theMadde Kshgdum and g oM
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the Mirror Lands, preymg on Eé;mes of. cnrruptm% M ﬁlff;c
they have little direct contact with the spirit courts.
They see the spirit world on'the Whﬂlﬂ as. ﬁﬂﬁﬁ]lt@ 1 152

deserving of protection, but think lttﬂa of the individual .-
spirits. Some may be worthy of respect like an ancestor mvelw, ncr t[mli ﬁ’eft iﬁ pﬁwgcal or mmmi strmulus,

or bodhisattva, but most aré just creatures, like ¢ any . _then 'the siren song gf an :anm’ifﬁ [’gg m;hgut p‘aﬂ& or

s

R

others in the mayﬁ: Being spmis Lk&y are. mfmrentl?‘ future becms_ stmqg i e R e pous

holy, but they are neither. '_f_'__ﬁeu:t: nor mwﬂlate The i L o f P
Laughing Rambnwa guard the - spirit wnrld ﬁml ha\;:e. wpaa SN A TR Dl 0
congress with spirits'when. they must; yet most m Common among |hra:
enhghrenmentthmughfhﬂirsmdwﬁof the natural woﬂﬂ amon,g all fﬁﬁei*}in% the Band

‘and not spirit ecologies. In some places; ﬁ'usprﬂxectmn “the f;reanmxl'mgﬁ%m ﬁﬁf&m tﬁmiale fﬁfﬁl{hﬁﬂ Y{}ﬂll,
has an a bullying chagacter to it, as the D‘F&gﬂﬁﬁ cow vand hﬂd it Flﬁ'—'ﬁﬁ thﬁ ﬁéﬂ‘ﬁ"mt}hﬂt saw ‘ﬁilll fit to pull it forth
threaten the spirits they watcﬁ “over, p ng and and -urse it r.n fﬁa atemgaf su%ijng fm enhghtenr
pruning any unusual behavmr as a [:105&151& . “me __ ure of endless hate, ﬂlﬂﬁﬁimtzks to tear
overallspiritual landscape - ﬂﬂd t}uﬂw all'into the fu'ﬁ ofa universal
kg ¢ wough the Eandlgmlﬁat W‘e ﬁx&iarﬁa

.-\.d-

&estrw them zxf it ::,ﬁu. : ;g:

i '- ,.. ‘ﬂ..! ;

one e;:&f thg Gm Ren Vamgugs Q’F ﬁghfferen' h
'~'*ﬂften have radlcallw,r dlﬁﬁtent [)emana. and appt

faith, bul‘, b?" e fac f
the Kuei-jin’s persmnaht'ﬁ% (altf@ugh ﬂmpllfl&ﬂ and %
siven voice). The variﬂuﬁ Dharmas each appeal@m g
different sorts of vampires, and so %f:;tam Demons _ THE I
 appear more cﬂmmnnl}' "?an others. ,ﬁ"" gl ntent, sithout that

Thrashing {)ragﬂns treat their P'o as their anm‘tﬁ?ﬁ* P’ xet?pe 's predamry bént}m&{ank’ey a HEM
half. They do not seek to crush it, but instead learn - of ;.j__. ’

" br th f Lapﬁes back into %

.....

is to walk the Rc}ad Farwarﬁ to pursue the oblivion: of  who have such a P’o are

ipydna of true enli htéu_ susceptible 6 its b mm ¢
ment. Thc::se Thrashmg Dagﬂm who. @& : E?& wﬂ?ﬁ bei _,”-—:ﬂ“” fed |
rather than studying it suunfaﬁmtu l;he:ﬁ}uﬁw%m? i, ey iHWﬁafbhtﬂg
Among the Thrashing Dragcms. ﬂ'%é P archetm§ age

are-most commibn,. BF o 4 iRm0 ?mﬁn{g ﬂW‘Eﬁhe _
S B ot ”@ - “The: Mﬂnk nfm“sa la ’mc %tt& naxne

The most common P ai%he cmg , ambits for d B i
g its immediate g:r,atl n:atl_ n,
Dragons is the Demor This P'o. reserﬁﬁﬂs the vﬁfapu:z ﬁi be a rapmt or thief as ﬁﬂﬁl}"ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ' et
before it escaped the ptison of the k’naa state of pure i aﬁ:e " ﬁ% &angcmus fﬂr the %rashmg
hungerand began to walktiwﬁw@ack in earnest. This |

P'o constantly urges the vampire away from the difficul-- "¢ a great deal of trouble, because

ties of enlightenment and toward the simplicity, the - dlﬁermce in behmm tween Hun'and P'o is not
blissful ignorance &ﬁ%gtﬁltl&assﬁf#lndylgémﬁe :}f the q. are ofte he ar f:;i{;gmﬁ(}f these
Road Forward. kg mmp:f&s — it is roo'eas ﬁ to be tﬁfﬁked by the Mnnkt’:?,
This deu;mn is mﬂﬁt dﬂnge‘mu& t_i. .j e g young and and many su vampireﬁ“ ﬂﬁﬁ ﬁ‘lm P t} as an &xcuse fﬂr
very old Kuei-jin. Young Kueiji "Em[ﬁl?’haven t de- m‘r Hun's misbehaviors.
veloped the mechanis m&tﬂdeﬂlmth theendless ur;gmgs

toward animalistic behavior. Older.Gui Ren fall to its Ilﬂ _Older and “'f__ ]aded, Thrashmg Dragons h
blandishments for the same reasmnth&y often become * typtcaﬂy ?ad ty and childish

at the mnkek' 5 hlandrsh

ll:"{. 5

em,quite normal or even

.l;- -'.f::" -h\,
i

akuma = af{e:r t«enturiﬂs on the Road Back, when the

havior in their e
time between m;ﬁl?i@mus occasions is ‘measured in éﬂ._ji_r v xistenc

. ments have little mea gl a4
cades and the: vampnfé is wise en&ugh !;ﬂ;reai:.ze the trug oIl B s o B N BT Gl :'-- -
; v {? 3 : - i ; T ‘? e 3 ,
i ﬁ%w :::.? : " ; . -. n i e
s & L TE — :i P,

e moment. It indulges in sensation for thesheer joy
from, study and ultimately controkit. To obey the P'o _ ofgensation, without worty or remorse. Worse, Kuei-jin |

1 _ICﬂll? those whm aré* tnns%

“*Road Forward, Ellb-Elt ﬂm': stagkﬁdﬂﬁith iIiD;E ;a-musef L.

Jrag Gﬁ"ﬁhﬂ ~

The Mﬂf&ey Plo is most dangerous to vﬂun%&((uéia |

ates them as much as iﬁbﬁtes all m:he!‘ thmgs, : »

..;.-\..

o

Mhe& or it c;aﬂ be much worse. Indu fgi% in snmsa%mn
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. The Thrashmg B'ragﬂn Dharma d{}es e}nly a minimal
‘amount of capturing and training of chih-mei. They
mainly rely on Devil- Tigers and Thousand Whispers to
train larval vampires for them in the basic arts of sur-
vival. Dragons then take them and train them for the rest

of their ¢, teaching them the Dharma and preparing
them for. their Fire and Stone test.

After the FlrﬁandSt@ne test, the Kuei-jin doesnot
: 1mm¢dmteiy join a sect. Inmad young Thrashing
Dragons must explc:}ra the wﬁﬂd on their own for a time.

This allows the vampire to experience existence with-
_ out the preconceived notions of the sects. The ances-

X ;?;;tm:&, of the faith believe that young vampires should

aceept a sect, rather than be pushed into one. Many
young Thrashi ing Dragons explore several sects at once,
only settling into a single.denomination when they
" beccrme jina or even mandarins. From the ranks of the

Mﬁam who never %d a sect to their liking come the
new se:;ts, as 1ndiwdu1ﬂ§u¢1- jin find their own paths to

find her own wa‘; to Heawen

Hﬂ“wever mﬂstﬂ'hrashmg Dragons do be::ume mem-

bers of one of the sects over time. This is rarely a matter
of official note, even among the Passion Bloodflowers.
Though the Bloodflowers throw gréat revels when an-
.other vampire becomes a penangallan, the act of actually
clmmmg adherence tn»ﬂiﬁ”ﬁ@gﬂt is something the vampire
simply does. Asa vampire gravitates more toward a sect,
she begins to make heﬁelfa part of it. Conl:aatmg elders,
theological tmcts.w%e attempta to practice the sect’s
version of thefaith-as well as she is able, consulting with
her manmraand tut:::rs whan she ¢ encuuntera dlfflcultlﬁs.

.....

unde#smdmg, sht ’wﬂi Progress.

LavgHing Rajusow Secr

. The Laughing Rainbow sect was the first, and for
some time the only Thrashing Dragon sect. After the

Demon Warrior Empire feﬁap& befc}re the teachings of

_ Xue became known, many Kuei-jin walked the night
lmkmg for solace or genflghten ent. One of them,
whose name has been forgotten, heard of Xue's Fivefold
Way and teachings from one of her fellow Gui Ren. She
listened to the reports of Xue’s message for three nights,
~and then wanf:h&&d under the moon and through the
night thinking about the matter for a lunar month. She
was already close to dah, and hearing Xue’s me-asage sent
~ herdeep into Iﬂﬂdlﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂ | :
One morning, t‘hls Kue*t—im stood in a plum gmv& in
~ the South China mountains, and looked out across a
. mist-filled valley. Shaﬁmped down to pick up a fallen
plum She btt into it and its sweet anr,:i dEW-EDVE:I‘Ed taste

road ¢ !“ the Dharma. Every one of the
sects was founde :b’gfﬁﬂ%ﬂq}n‘e who felt cmnpeﬁed to

rible, graceful and fierce, she cf';';'

surprised her Overcnm%: ShE laugh
mist below her, a thousand :
Seeing this, the Kuei-jin w :
the Hundred Clouds. Choc

>0Sing: ;ﬁ i::all herself after the
event that caused her to complete the Road Back, she
became Thousand Crane Mother. The bodhisattva be-
gan to travel the - wﬁﬂd taking alscmies who wished to
hear her teaffhiﬁg& . W

She taught for a time, amm wisdom learned a

lesson. The road of Dharma, she came munderstand was

one upwhicha Kuei- -jin traveled to the Hun

ef’%e road as a whole, she
made the travails of thf:se who .H;r-.__:_.{ unnecessar-
ily harsh, and their raad neaﬁlessl',r narrow. Yet life was
successful not because it triesd the wise path but because

it tried every path.

Seeing her error, Thﬂusand ﬁrane M{}ther t:alled

her most advanced disciples toge tﬁerand taughta lesson
now known as the Scattering of the Seeds. In ir, she
explained the true tenets of the Dharma, not of her own

belief and practices,.. In dt}mg tius, she 131(1 out ﬂlﬂ'_

mmmmm

- Though it was narrow and &ﬂ:ﬁﬂ.lﬂt m,_s*;f‘n: was mll -
apathway wider than her mw&f{}@tsttaps Bﬂgmhmg her -
‘own path and not the course .

o

“Yet not every dlﬁmpie 50ught hlE EH: her own mad m

Even with the road of the Dharm:
chose not to follow their own pa

to the footsteps of the Th(}LLEHIl&

experience and teﬂectu‘itr; R )
late her, she said, -must be terﬁblﬂ, ll;ke an ﬁnragad

. opened, many
! .Ef bﬂt o SIﬁY close

shark. They must experience the world with the eyes

of a beast, and take in each

moment and sensation as

if it were new &nd unexpected. Finally, these Laugh-

ing Rainbows must be reflective, for they were holy :

creatures, and not beasts. Their road to salvation lay

not in animal behavior, but ; in enhghtznment Learn-

ing the lessons of the tiger and the wild beast; the
Laughing Rambn% must apply those lessons to a
greater matter than survival into the next moment.

Aﬂd so it remains ar the end of the Fifth Age: Thﬂ-

Laughing Rainbow attempts to be lively, for hfe 1$ a
lively place, and those without hlgh Yang spirits do not

easily understand it. She attempts to dance the Dance -

of the Thraﬁhmg Dragon and [angh the laugh that sets
a thousand cranes to ﬂlght* It is not a state of life, but

a state in emulation of living, s&ekmg to leam by~
‘natural study and meditation.

'\-a-f'aﬁs{.

Laughing Rainbows can often be fﬁund axperlment-

ing with new ways of living, sometimes pretending o be’

different kinds of people, at other times, indulging in

new sensations and meditating upon them. Tﬁer«%&en 5

stalk wild and lonely places, Tooking for mortals to prey

on and bakemono to chastise. Others walk the edge of T

“\\' o

the Yang World, s-eekiﬂg to guard the spmn.ml supports

- of the maya from corruption by r.h forces of 'fﬂmi the:n
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g chstant one. Mandarms whu become very wlae often
tutor less enlightened mandarins, and so there is a tough

" h!EI‘ﬂl‘ChY However, acolytes can switch mentors freely,

~and so follow whichever master’s teachings seem best to
them,__ in accord with the principle thar the road of
Dharma is wider than any one set of footsteps.

Hovy PrLaces
The sect has a number of modest temples in rural

 areas of China. Set on land bargained from thée Xiong
Ren, these refuges are small places, and have no perma- .

- nent staff. Of durable constauction, they are inhabited

sometimes by several mandarins and acolytes, some-
- times by a jina who clears the leaves from the guttersand
73'1’-31:!:5 as priest, or just enjoys the beautiful solitude until
““Usomeone else comes along who has a use for the place.
Smnetﬂne:ﬁ, they are inhabited only by the badgers and
foxesand tigersthat are drawn to these places of powerful
Yang energy. The most famous of these places is the
~“Fhousand Crane Monastery in the mountains of South
“China. There still stands the plum grove where the
s Thn‘tﬁsand Crane Mother bent to pick up a plum. Below .
it still lies the lake where a thousand cranes.| WM&
dawn in response to her laughter. The cranes do not go
there any more, for the world is no longer so full of

auspicious things as it once was. Yet one can easily
*  picture them, rising through the mist and crossing the

glowing urange disc of the rising sun.

- LEaDERS e g

- W The sect is “led” by the Thousand Crane Mother —
she is the final arbiter of her teachings. While her
commentary is at this point rather exhaustive, at least
once or twice a year the mandarins must pose to her a

question regarding matters of enlightenment. These

‘elder Laughing Rainbow mandarins are several dozen i in
~number, and most have several younger mandarins who

'GLEHEI{JII&HY consult-them. This group of elders exerts
influence on the behalf of the sect and Dharma, protect-

- ing members from persecution and working as a group to

- steerthe sect. Most Thrashing Dragons are rather friendly

“to these efforts, and advice or instructions from the
elders of the sect is gEI’lEI'a“? heeded.

Passjon Bmonmvﬁfm Secr

The reality is that the so-called Gmlden Cﬂurts are

an umbrellacast over a disparate number of cultures and
religions:The region as a whole does not have a dumk
‘nant sect, but some regions do. The Malay Peninsula is
the home of a sect of vampires so fearsome they ml-::rr the
reputation of all of Southeast Asia as a whole.

" Before the late Fourth Age, it was the custom of the
many Thrashing Dfagcm Gui Ren in Malaysia to survive
- as the wives of men. Those who were female or could
" become female lived as women, and those who were

wmale in gender became transvestites and lived as the
mistresses of men who preferred women of that sort.
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iwﬂsaMcEﬂf

: ?l‘ﬂmn,u'el}r), the
'penangaﬁan wmd mmn? t T i
“her family m

;her district” afi& move along, finding

anew husband i ;ﬁlffertnt area. Eu&vamplres did not
b.ear " <;ﬂ_”§i e ~. 5

would ha vﬂgwgn thf:m in chan |
oftenak ﬂ':f e, and many of thgaﬁ vamptres were illed
by Xiong Ren or dmn hunteTs. m;fﬁtherﬁ into

. the cjutché@wmf the Yama Kings; as %ﬂae? made dark,

 bargains to find rich spousesm" ara
l'.h.af‘ husbands. By the “the Soi
nasty, it was clear the
control of gkuma,
One Thrashing K}ragcm, Pvfau Pavung,h was sitting
on her doorstep one night, watching a mantis in the
_garden. As it finished devc:mrmg its mate, the vampire
wa&enli@téned The savage nature of the genitive force

-from the Devil-Tigers of the

rr_-'gmh andthen from th
taught the primacy of the fe
of thereproductive Maz@&théimpmtanw of a¢

et

and.dominance in success. She
scended on the akuma of the %ms@ike mad animals,
forin her newfound wisdem the |

“wwas shown to her, and she entered the Hundred Clouds. -
‘““' %mﬁgmk sms:lents first |
the 'ﬂwashmg Eragnna. She o

She and her studems de-

new flghmngntuaé%_oﬁ&gnlbl& pWégﬁm éahaanced her |

followers’ own D@

" Piyau Pa’yung liberated the e
founded the Passion Bloodflo et sect among t:hc many
&1ght&ned aﬁﬁ“mm;a g ~vampires of the court. She
did not seﬁ ‘Eﬂ change their way of living, but instead

pﬁwermﬂ%ﬁ& fﬂie;;};' ilous

bearing many dangerous young, and willing to eat
their mate when tﬁ wereof no use. This was not the
Wa\; Forward, tl;aee cent into the chih-mei flesh-eater
state, but a true embracing of the principles of the
ing Dxagun. Laugh often. Break the stems and
scattervﬁ\e weds Eﬁ; what you like of that which you
the tenets of the Dharma — if the

Eend These are's

| iuxpﬂrtance of sisterhood and
ilous world. The Wan Kuei :
st be like tliﬁ*irram”ig she taught: dangerous, capable

- Passion” Biwilﬂﬁwérs follow them more ﬂpeniy and

tmmdlatahr than the rest of the Dharma, then perhaps
tﬁar is because fﬁl”iﬁlrwigﬁt is keener.

. The mandarins of this sect are called penanga!!an,:

anﬁ all have mastered the art they call “ciam:mg without
one’s akm. These vampu;gs use Flesh Shmtal to :mﬂw

thelr rﬁa‘dﬁ bO'Hfﬂls "-:'._';E':::'--."'-'5"':'

Skl 1 -
S
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. r%} . 'i:_ -3
jed fnrm at Eﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁtﬂm“ﬁ!‘ thE? say it embgd,ps e

basic truths of life: f:ﬁﬁ&umgﬂa% dlgestmn and reprﬁ{

ductiﬂn ThESE - meal
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- Cllspﬂrt themlvﬂs lewdly, cﬂvered in feathers snd gerrm
"and showing feminine characteristics outragecusly en-

hanced by their shape-shifting skills. They and their
circles of guanxi-bound lovers practice Dionysiac rituals,

both for orgiastic purposes and to prepare themselves for
combat. Masters of many deadly Disciplines, the:st crea-
tures defend their queenly statusand place in the patural

‘order with a fierceness that makes them unpalatable to

the sexist and mm..mte:d cﬂurts of nmrt:hem Aﬁta.
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for themselves. Those who are inadequate die. During

this period of their existences, these young Thrashmg_ f
Dragons are known as bajang. Some may choose other -

sects, but va;upxreﬂs of the Passion Bloodflower sect
never recognize a Thrashing Dragon of another sect as

higher than bajang status. Bajang of this sect can and
frequently do become bajang of the Bﬁﬁigmt Coglse. o

Dew@Tiger sect without much difficulty ang! VWE"

‘wersa — the faiths are very stmiiar

Thg;se bajang who survive until they Exﬁe}:;enﬁedmg

and bamm&]ma are known as langsur. Langsuir are

either female, shapt*shtftﬁfs orskilled transvestites. They
marry rich mortal men an& rake them for everything
them have. Using guilt, sex, threats and Disciplines,

these vampires work their mortal spouse todeath, fatten- -
ing themselves on his wealth as well as his blood, hiding,” hme B&fﬂrt thélr Corpse mammﬂtes
his fortune away. They typically become pregnant by
these spouses, and give birth to dhampyr offspring,

which they call pontandc. These offspring they use as

their agents, lovers and daytime caretakers, and they are

often just as dangerous as their 1mmr}rtal mothers.

'phéﬁed' a bm featmed by the other penanigallany and __
‘must have enough money that she need never marry ’té;.
“again. She then _goes through a traumatic rite calle&

T Lo
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e atist have bmneadbampyf ﬁnld, must haveaccom-

- Welcoming the Penangallan (seep. 59).. Y

.....

can heccxme m‘m?ﬂf{}rﬁt partners i@ﬁbllﬂm&m, or haviaany

__{}theréarm of income — thew.:an simply no longer |
:_.fmﬂ it. Aisn, each langsuir pays her penangaﬂan 3 trrhute ﬁ'

- ! ~__ which the langsuir presumably extracts from her own
Young Thrashing Dragons in the Golden Courts

are treated much like young Thrashing Dragons any-
 where — they are sent out into the world to find a place

~ spouse. This tribute is set by the pemmgallan each yéar,
and is_the M%fqﬁ every langsuir — it is setSo thata

pmmgffan with five lan,gsmr around her can live m
C '_: t expendmg h&rﬂwn wealtiu :md itisoften

sy
e e
P

Sex and g _"';_; der are Impon:ant o r.h@ Eloedﬂawefs, e
whﬁ ve:néf‘ﬁ{ﬁ the reproductive utge. In the eyes of the
sect, bajang are universally male. They are referredito iy
w;th the male profioun and pr@hﬁai;ed from female. dres%@
any official functions. Langsuir areall female, and even. '.g
1f rnalé must live as females and appear as women:in
court, For penangallan, the appearance of femininity o

not enough. These vampires must be capable of be:anng

Wﬁﬂc offsp;nﬁg and [ﬂwfﬁME done so at ledst once.

Kueijin who do not bow to the ironclad gender laws. @ .
courts under the Bloodflower sect’s control are severely TR
p%gshed This is a cap ital offense for natives, aﬁd '
fmrm@;\ers are typically given the Little Eieaih and sent

i
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Penangaﬂan set up temples to thﬁmselvﬂs, placing®iy &
them on dragon nests whenever possible. Though t‘hey@%

. are nominally shrines to the reproductive and pw&att}ryf

All bajang spend years lﬁarnmg to live the llf& sﬁ m::lples mﬂ%absrract,dmreahtﬂs tgat the peﬂﬂngﬂuan:-": |

langsuir, and so the act is not as difficult as one mtght*%:“ who lives within them enshrines Wﬁlf as the embodi-

beheve* Indeed some may have been hvmg in &ﬂ way&

recently experienced hn.g and bef:n rec:::rgmzed ﬂEafa‘ﬁ'ff% 2
langsuir is part of a blood-family, similar to a wu, led by

a penangallan andincluding ather langsuir, usually four to

six of them. They setve as servants, bodyguards, sex

partners and confidants to the penangallan. These langsuir

all feel normal guanxi for one-another, and strong guanxi
for the penangallan they serve. In turn, the penangallan

feels weak guanxi forall of them. Since penangallan were

once langsuir clients of other penangallaﬁ, they also feel
euanxi for some of their fellow queens. The Kuei-jin of
the Malay peninsula are thus tightly bﬂlmd together by

interfamilial disputes.
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Langwrfoﬁqw their penangaﬂaﬁ and Ehe: pen&ngﬂlkm; .
fﬂ Ilﬂw no one. Though many work together from time to
‘timeand some work tugether I‘reque:ntiy,each“pemngaﬂan i
is answerable onlyto.herself, Until her departure into .
the Hundred Cloudsis in Imﬁ Fw‘au Payungspﬂke forthe
sect. Since she leftthe Middle Kingdom, there have been.
no new Bloodflower baa}nsatwas to lead their sisters.
The resultis a colorful chaos of clashing interests and
unregulated fwil’gr quarrels, and produces some of the ,

bonds of kinship, yet frequemly torn 'E:qr jealousy and ‘most singularly dangerous Gui Ren in existence.

»-h

To become a penangallan, the vampire must demnn-‘ rﬂﬂl’mﬁﬂmﬂ 'I'HIJHDERSW

“strate her absolute valor, her reproductive ability, her -

wisdom, her ability to Dance Without Her Skin and her
financial independence. Thus, to ascend the rank a.

'Lcmgsmr must be a mandarm (Dharma 6 or higher) and -
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Not Long W the .
Thrashing Drag&ﬁ
through the night, ﬁee?lung sheiter against-a tf:mhie

'''''

storm. All thmﬁg?f the mght the ﬁtorm had raged and
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' Em“‘fhﬂ turning of the
| quigkly driven from their
old amim ﬂi‘tives of men. There,
“?-thf: falth ﬂciapted' In'structure, it is
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_af ~ almost aH;’ @weﬂ in u;:baf%areas, sfudying s \
i 33;_ courts an :”r“h wellas mwhmecnlﬂﬁ?
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ugal sorcerers;these Kueijin have,

he Te is ﬁd gathermgﬁplacea nf
gossips ﬁﬁ%rﬁ ?the? can trade the favors of
ld anc speakfree -ﬂl;ﬂm themselyes about

dem day, thwbnstle with

of the sec t 's llﬁﬁammﬂﬁdaﬁm& were EIDEEI'? ers :
,” ; , + tﬂclmﬁlegi@l taimans far dE*

i‘ in'éelved Mﬂ"thf growth of the spirits of ﬂamhﬁtmﬁ@ gl o e
~# . power and finance. Pﬂ@%ﬁ‘:@ﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁﬁmﬂm ng | feis il
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rins point out that there isno
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‘vampires might not have data spm;:s in thftt!: g
detection devices, but the roads and streets of a city L

simply do not lead to their temples, unless thﬁﬁﬁmch
ing party is a member of the sect or travelling with
one. Likewise, many such places are @Iﬂtﬂﬂtﬂd by

agreements with spirits of the city government, and

Reldtions betwefen the factmxs Wlthin the sect are
it not yet violent. While there are many indi-

.-

w&uals who ,@#ght b& willing to mgke an attempt on

Asako Kiko, Auntie Kiko is hardly without defenses.
‘She has many powerful contacts among. the spirits
court§'and among the mandarins of the wji and the

those who pry too closely soon find themselves mired  Quincunx. Her person and face are pmze:ctf:«:i by young™

Fd:

whd -

‘Lsapens

“made advances to her fellow manﬁanm all ‘across

in bureaucratic investigations and tie-ups. Though = Kuei-jin ambitious and naive enough to defend her in -

the methods differ, the result is the same bubble of hﬂpﬁ&ﬂf bettering their social station. The elders who

peace and protective'quiet. Many temples have ajina ‘oppose her will have to move very carefully if they wish

whose sole job is seecing to the pLace s maglcal ahd _ to take an active hand in her downfall. Asako owes"

phymcal security. e - eeme of hes pﬂhtlcal survival to the fact that many
| T B -manciarms expas:t - her to self—destruct soon anyway.

The Kuei-jin mandarin who f” rstﬁé‘&am mm:rlved'.;: ﬁll m"s SECI" .
with the spirits of moderntechnology was Asako s

of the uji Genji. The ambitious head of a tenipfé Kiko ?
quickly involved the rest of the teug,ples in Japan and

time before the Warring States. Those were the times.
when kmg:s rode to battle in great chariots and preszde:d

over the crops of their people in religious ceremonies. -

Asia. Today, “Auntie Kiko” is one ﬁﬂtk ‘most influ- Though Old Marn Spider was a vampire who Studiﬂd;«

ential Thrashing Dragf:mﬁ Her temfa

“ .thmgs, he did not always walk in &f%se places.

14
full of robot manufacturing equipmentanddata 5‘5‘3@?‘3 i and hﬁ;ﬁame upon a scene. Looking into the garden, he

where her ongoing modeling of jellyfish and spos B saw the aging but still beautiful lover of a young king

colonies is dlsﬁﬁ%@d Many KU&! jin go there to 'nﬂﬂ _' 1g her own daughter. Loakrﬂg within the con-
with her and do busmﬁ:ssf as do many spirit wnﬂi cubtn&f he saw that she did her deed so that the girl’ s
factors. Asako Klkﬂ is one of the Middle Kingdom’s b%mg beauty would not grow to rival her own. Seeing
most significant supematu;xal ﬁxer‘m ﬁnd thE SEC’: as a. _thi 51%@1;1 Man Spider saw also the way ’gha; trees in a

whole has shared in her success. 7 forest ler their leaves blanket the soil around them,
‘Many outside the sect question the Thnusaﬂd-'* “cho

Faced Thunders’ reductionist appma;:h to enllghtenr
ment. Even some inside the sect argue that the SUCEESS
of Auntie Kiko’s business 3&311%@3 with the swrits af

rbe@d for cleansing fire as well, so that old grmirth would

lightenment an undue following rooted ina dgsi&?tp e fwgk killing her instantly. Old Man Spider was en-
gain her favor. But Asako is not the only voice in M lightened, and entered the Hunﬁreﬂ Clouds.

4+ Ol Mﬁy Spider was out walkmgm the mrld in the |

outside of-
outside Of -, dens and forests and other places full of growing
._ﬁ’l"ukqhamﬂ is an ornate tribute to the sfnru:s whose ris: S

“has brought her success. It is a halogen-lit warhauae:, ROHE it b soalkingin m e ].ﬂ.n.g AR

kingout young growth and smaﬂ thmgsjlle sawthe. {

not persist longer than it should, and choke out the' ™

~ forest with sick and ailing trees. Steppmg furward heg
technology has given her eegéntric appﬂaa-:h 10 en~_ truck the concubine a terrible blow and broke her

sect. Many of those mandarins who follow her are also

influential, and have great say in their own 'spheres. of

influence. They have side deais wnh many sp1r1mthat

owe Auntie Kiko nothing.

Nevertheless, ;;here area ,number Qf Hmplres in tﬁe
sect who are unhappy with the faith’s new direction.

Many of them have left their old temples, and either

roam the world as heimin or gather thEthEI‘ in new

temples. These Kmﬂqm feel that the sect’s new reli-
‘ance on its p'armersh wn:h technﬂlng*f spirits is fool-

ishly mistaking peraﬂnaI gain for enlightenment, Mem-
bers of these more traditional temples still keep their

relationships with the districts and rivers of their cities
_ alive, mediating dlﬁpute.:s and studying tb;e adaptations -
of life to the urban infrastructure, and vice versa. The

main voices of these dissidents are the mandarin Xi
Chao (of Shanghai’s Telegraph Road Temple of the
Neon Rainbow) and Tﬂgmtgml Em (nf Knhe s
Chokecherry Tempie) '
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‘ing to ‘the right eye.’

_family with her.

. Old Man Spider: came to understand that just as

pgﬁplé were made up of organs, so there were greater

_ things, organisms of which people were the organs.

These he came to call gardensof a second sort, and set:
‘himself to studying and tending them. There were

many such interesting g‘ardenﬁ in the world in that
time, but OldMan Spider knew every garden isinterest-

Straightaway, he used the Soul
Shackle to enslave the concubine’s husband, the king,

‘and directed his at tentions away from his young daugh-
et He *wamh&d the court for a time, ancl then one by

...!-

.wnuld bring the hﬂuse to ruin, and also amateur witch-
“hunters who. wnuld make trouble for him. He helped

raise this girl, and made her a knowing accomplicé. The
father died tragmaﬁy and without an heir; and when
they married her av .’ \

Vit seemed as Lf thf.'“:'f matned the®,



Yﬂtmt}}mafmﬁéga&esﬂ, the co
- ter had t:nntml c:nf tl?ce fami[y, and throu ';_ﬁ. {e urged thé; -: .
W Man d 5-=§'_:; . 3'. pfthﬁli' gardens gl ;-

remy, and m:g;regnﬂttd her wfth }HS ﬂm*ﬁ“' ‘:_";' a.tﬂeher calnr the

ﬁé‘éﬁ mstead srzwthat she would bﬁna%mpvr and s.,, &ghe ﬁ ind méke the whole m |
W cement his control. Then, he grew- the family thw ’l W&?W ;;.:
- way and that. Carefully, h&aﬂﬂngEﬁ mﬂrﬁws, gether than they'd

~ short some branches ﬂﬂd&@lﬂ ' "‘i @Qéhm And :
- within his hrﬁafd gﬂl;ﬂe”?" il e st

owhen, Withonty, ¢ f ftumiﬁgﬂfﬁeﬁg«’é. {'as sai ,i*ha*t she heardofthe
o P Miscovery of a terrible book of black prayers whose
_Old Man'€ ldE:: snﬂn haﬁ stud&hg@,and he ;&ﬁgﬁemﬁm existence would be impossible until the coming
them of his wnsf&u ;:hrtﬁlgh both gardens of tl:;e first  of the Fifth Age. Thls haﬂ .. The Brﬂk@n-‘nﬁnged Crane,
and s&cnnd sort. They tmk cantml of t eir own “was found among the b ngmgs of the Jade. Ancestor

1 'gﬂil'dﬁm: dﬂd, Eﬂﬂlﬁﬁl’ﬁy v ’ﬁﬁi .; O‘f’ Changany e ___* W dlmmﬁ} be an akunm.,, iy

w lives of humans. Thﬁ gﬂ@em:rs -::ft.‘eﬁ " aring this, the boc a shook her Head-and .
7 and often worked | ” ndred Cloud forthwith. Old =«
: i'f“j’_'emammﬁ'xe Mlddl@ B

. Man Spider had taug]
b lmmal:.sm and caféﬁxl observ:
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Smummg _
'Old Man Spider's falth is not a strutturecf one.
- Thrashing Dragons learn of it during their kéa andré, and th&r gard%%gt _ o i
those jina who feel attracted to it must find a mandarin M Praces ": :j ?h Wil g ' ﬂ;@ it

L-'%

to-tutor them in the practice of the faith. Fmdmg sucha_

mandarin is the flISiZ testof the aspirang, but is not aiwa'ys»a»
difficult since many such mandarins are pahtu:ally ac-
‘tive. What is more thaﬂengmg is that the jina must
present the mandarin with some knawiedge -of their
personal garden of the second sort. This is a ﬁlrﬁherﬁpm

courts vl j'_ ‘&E‘t{} Eecretl‘,r reglster

._.:. -\.-\._:.c ¢

e

‘Members of the Ten Sefasan % t dﬂ not keep ter@],es

for gather'tﬂgether as, groups. Iud}ﬂclual meaﬂ%
- dwell in or near a garden Gﬂtﬁef:@ﬁt sort — that is, one. .

" made up of mundane flora a,ndj@ma. Old Man Spider |
“taught the importance of patience in gardenmg of the W

to subtle gardening on'the part of the mandarins, and a “second sort, and his lectures urge. that the Thrashing

proof of the student’s good eye. A mandarin who has

‘been so caught is obligated to teach his new student to
“the best of his ability. As with all things in life, this is

more complex than it appears. A student, even.one as
sophisticated as a jina, is a burden on the subtlety ﬁfs‘the
mandarin and a drain on their time. Though it is not
[egitlmdte tﬁdtr‘ecﬂy inform an ElSpIIﬂﬂt of the activities
of a fellow gardener, words or advice « can be shpped to.

certain hem‘im or Shadﬂ Wa&m%j )
wu_hﬁuch an aspirant. |

* Each garde;aer grows her gardeh in her own wam aﬁd
has little Dharmic contact with her fellqm;. Their prace.
tu:e is :ﬁ:*::areﬁjl one, buﬂt on cmtﬂmplhﬁﬂn an&.'

3 z Rt
Jﬁw ; %T
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th{::se who f{}HD‘; it rﬁrei? n;und i.lkﬂ Bp1ders, th&? livfe
their lives in happy lmlaﬂm from their fellows, th

they may have contact with other Tl'lrashmg Dragons
(of this and other sects) in other contexts. It is consid-

,,erec; natural toconsultwith elders over some phllmsophtrf

cal or technical question, but they are exmted to reveai
the answer as a parable or riddle. -~ ..~

' The Ten Seasons Sect has an unfnrrunate rﬂputa-
tion as a breeding ground for a{@&na. Abstrmt @litary,

given to sorcery and study and often praﬁm&'ﬂi wgh
nearly insuperable logistical challenges, these vampires.

so, but Ten Season Dragons maintain l:hat thg :d@@bﬂf f’m d.
the second sort that can be scrutinized with sucb gase is
by L‘l_ﬂf‘mttiﬂﬂ corrupt. R&g@ﬁqﬂe&s,

e

_-L
W

g,

 are seen as naturally gravitating to the sorts of practﬁ&e«

that breed congress with the Yama Kings. Quite a few
“have been caught in the practice of devilish Cﬁﬂgrégs¢ ,_
~and so the sect is seen as especially at risk. This may be - “ pec
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Dragﬂnﬁhave a mm'ic Hmndane gardﬂn to keep htm bus‘r

on Dr%nn has such a,g,a:den, even if it is
‘more than a f& potted plants in.a {:rampﬁfl
The a-::tual type of garden varies from vam-
npire “~ some cultivate flowering gapdem, i
others fruit orchards and make the finest wine in the
Middle K@ﬁdﬂm S{)me even cultivate vegetables. Thgse

e

tﬁri%e& m t%e- &e:c[w;i”- peace ﬂlﬁg

whn are able to'de.so gi thew@aﬁkns on dragenriests, %

50 thegm perfnrm

s

| gaﬁden is his pnvatﬁ@hce "I‘u W in % is a gl‘ai'e o
T mﬁﬂhwﬂﬂd tu h@mmted into itisa g?&at h{}nﬂr :

Ten 'easc}mSect come ac:assanmgmamentm everyda‘;
existence that later leads tﬂenltghtenment theysaythat
‘Old Man Spider has sent them a message. They. yndqe%&%
%l;emﬁelves» on spotting such moments, for Old Man .

Sp‘i‘der has a ghost-light much, anﬂ, 0 se se h,ts actions

- g Falcon is not so subﬂc These mghts, hei m‘%

11"?35 Mﬂngnlm tending to and observing the Uighur

eople. He dispenses advice and i$not too difﬁcult 10 ﬁ:

) buthe gives his opinion only tothosewho visithim
in person. Even in the modem era of planes and other -

members of this m forms of fast transit, Mﬂngﬁha stlﬁ provides him Wi”ﬂtﬁ‘-ﬁ
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Jis to knaw- the thnughtséfa TR e .

B Man Spidet sillwalks theMiddle Kingdani:f%ﬁ%%;m -
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Ticer’s Caws, Dragon’s Teerw

TILER'S LLANS,

! ‘7

DRALGON'S TEETH

The Perfect Gun exists in the savage state.

The Perfect Gun confers omnipotence.

The Perfect Gun will follow the free tendencies of Desire.
— M 900 Fr. Jesus, “Pali’s Handgun”

PLayjnGg THE DragoN

Roleplaying a Thrashing Dragon can be very diffi-
cult. They must be spiritually enlichtened while still
immersing themselves up to their elbows in the bloody

wrack of life. Indeed, that immersion is the gateway to
their enlightenment, and those who do not so.indulge

themselves are either in Dharmic stasis or about to lose
their footing on the Road Back and fall into the chih-
mel state. - '

An authentic portrayal of this is difficult for people
who are constrained to a mortal perspective. As human
beings, we have a strong desire to avoid pain;violence,
infection and death. Our society and our better judge-
ment both discourage us from aggression and self-
destructive acts. A Thrashing Dragon must leave all of
that behind. The corpse is a vehicle for enlightenment,
and the world is a garden of sensation and a constant
and ongoing lesson in natural wisdom. If the Thrashing
Dragon is true to her philosephy, she is living her
existence in as pure a fashion as possible, trying to

expose herself to life and understand the nature of
creation as a whole. To die, tosicken and suffer, to
know the guilt of having hungrily devoured what one
most loves — these are not things to be avoided, but

‘opportunities forgrowthand enlightenment. A Thrash-

ing Dragon must not flee from them, but must delve
into these experiences, savoring them and seeking to
find the wisdom of a world in which such things are the
natural order.

As a person playing a Thrashing Dragon, you're
likely to find all this to be uncomfortable. Your instincts
are telling you the character’s actions are ethically and
morally wrong. To a certain extent, that’s the nature of
the beast. Much of Kindred of the East’s appeal is the
vicarious thrill of acting on the Kuei-jin’s rigorous but
monstrous ethics, and knowing the character is unques-
tionably right in doing something the player knows is
absolutely wrong. If it didn’t make you at least a little
uncomfortable, it wouldn’t be as much fun to play. What
follows are some suggestions to make portraying a Thrash-
ing Dragon easier.



Rm:n, You Mﬂl' T There Yer

A large part (:rf this boﬂk describes what a Thrashing
Dragon does and does not do, how she perceives the
world and interacts with it. Keep in mind thatﬁhﬁ lﬁhﬁw
an ideal member of the Dharma (or specific sect) sees the
world. Not every member of a séct is going to agree with™
the catechism. Not every disciple is going to understand
and acceptall the tenets of the Dharma. If yourcharacter
really understood, agreed with and had'absorbed all the
tenets of the Dharma, you wouldn’y IiEE’&‘m ylay heer be
because she'd be a bodhisattva, «

Don’t look at the list of Eﬁ‘iﬁmﬁg tﬂntts tﬁ o What
your character believes. lm"_ eacl

ter as a person, w:cked Eﬂ{lﬁé‘h to take the Second
Breath. Then, after you know her as an tndwiduak

consider how she sees each of the Dhafma’s tenefs.

Practicing a Dharma isn’t just a matter of learning the

Six Harmonious Prayers and always brushing your teeth.
[t is the difficult task of accepting at a fundamental.
level a system of totally inhumanmorality and religious
thought. It isn’t easy, and all. Thrashing Dragons are
wracked by doubts and questions about their practice.

Even today, the ThousandCrane Mother must occa-
sional clarify peints of the faith. Consider that whéna

Thrashing Dragon reaches Dharma 4 and becomes a
jina, she has just at that point-abandoned its human
illusions and biases — which can take decades. A
mandarin must achieve more enlightenment than a
human could in a mortal lifetime to become one of the
governors of Kuei-jin society. Learning to be good at
their Dharma is something that every Kuei-jin must
learn, but for Thrashing Dragons, this is often a very
emotional and challenging time. Most Dharmas tutor
young Kuei-jin extensively, even after the Fire and
Water Test. This is often not the case for Thrashing
Dragons, especially Passion Blc;ﬂdﬂgwers and Laugh- ¢
ing Rainbows. These vampires usual ycast young Drag-
ons into the world for a number of §
selves before instructing them any fur
the weeding effects of nature to také place, culling the
weak diseiples. Most Thrashing Dragen characters are
just entering or in. thi€ midst of this period of acclima-
tion to the vampiric state. Don't just ignore this; to be
a Thrashing Dragon, especially a young Thrashmg
Dragnn, is to be forever at m Wﬁh the undead state.

Your character is strwmg fé;r’ methlng more, not
something less, than what she is. Thrashing Dragons
are not turning into ten:iﬁie ‘monsters — that's the
HDWl of the Devil-Tiger. I" '.aare becoming

natural wisdom. ThE‘!' do not 51mﬁh-- |
instincts, but rather they study and mctme fhe Ben#
efits and wisdom those instincts bring. /As a mandarin,
a Thrashing Dragon knows more of the universe and
her place in it than any mortal saint. Her fearsome

ke up your charac-

 to find them:
ther. This allows

Tinasumc, Dragons

demeanor follows naturally from., t].‘llS understandmg,
and not. the other way around. Don't*pertray your
charafcmr being bestial; portray her instead as someone
who wears a beast's.mask in annttempt to learn a very
true and mmlmﬁn

lr'i,

tenmer j_ t, Thra shing Drag-

{: i t the: in many ways.
’ﬁi&?’rﬁ cutﬁff”ﬁ@f!‘;{tﬁ@ WM: from even the
reathi ﬁﬁtﬂ@n&m all their sensations

are dlmmwa:i bv the grave. Yet for all that this is a

- burden, ﬁiﬂm does give the vampire a very impor-

‘tant advantage over moptals. The corpse cannot be

slain bypoison or drug overdose. ‘The Kuei-jin need not
* fearmaiming or death by illness. Even a Kuei-jin whose
W‘f has been hnrrlbl‘yﬁ deformed by arthritis or el-
itiasis need only give theirc corpse the Little Death
md have her wu-mates burn/the body to ashes. She
springs from the ashesas if fresh from the grave, and can
thus tolerate the most serious and protracted of malfor-
.mations, the most fﬁrnbie illnesses and the most viru-
lent cancers. She can ‘appreciate the pain and suffering
of the termmaﬂ? iil aﬁd then put those aside and seek
“other wisdom.

Murtalﬁ‘ﬂqﬁut im thé choice of undertaking such

actions; and; it ﬁaﬁv expands the Thrashifig Dragon’s
choices of behavior. Thrashing Dragons, more keenly

than aﬂ?ﬂﬁaﬂrmﬂiﬁm feel that their physical body is
nothing but. mc&rsmﬂnml vessel through which their
:::ul tl;ave'ls tﬂwandd&ﬁ At the same time, however, the
empbasue that the corpse must be
seen \asa Cﬂﬁermdmg blessing. It can be utilized, but
| ' Drag ahr;mld not hecﬂmﬂ indolent and

€ col sé. This lsapartlcularlw,r

struggle, bec: ndue mhance upon the
provide extren Ewm is a'sure ticket to
iseasy tob e jade byevanﬁm most

ancl Ee:ath& ﬂ:,but néw fm a ﬁxﬁm&m da

G
=

e
&

chemlcall'}r en“_ cec : ed by frequent bouts of
gunplay and Wi m;{fﬁuﬁe That is ~«f:‘.1u31't:al11:113;r one
sort c}f mtﬁm Bﬁttme are many ways to experi-

the world, even from a purely human frame of
reﬁ:rence The life of a wastrel or prostitute may be an
interesting and educational one, but what about the
path of an ascetic monk? Of a father trying to raise a
family on limited means? What of the existence of a

when nne experi-

nce does ﬁm nec:essanl}' mean a

e E R Y



that cannot be traced ba
-~ sites, abandﬂned building
- on vacation. If the situation is partic
‘bumn t}ma’rea to mak&-?m‘ﬂ'est' ion
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soldier or a vagabond or a performer? All of them are
intense and challenging existences, and a Thrashing
Dragon who experiences life only through excess will
soon run out of experiences.

Keep in mind that the character’s teachers have
doubtless made this point repeatedly. One of the major
problems that confronts a Thrashing Dragon is ex-
hausting the world’s seristial prospects early in her
existence, leaving her without visceralinvolvement in
creation for the latter parts of the Road Back Elders in
the Dharma are often quite ankious to rermnd young

Kuei-jin to avoid doing.too mﬂch too soon, and even/
though these warnings rare'[v have the intended effect, ' "

they do at least make Dragons aware of the need for
more complex sorts of study:. :

Be CareruL

Your character is keenly aware, perhaps more than a
member of any other Dharma, that he is an unnatural
predator. Thrashing Dragons, and indeed 31{ Kuei-jin,
are hungry ghosts. Punished for evil dee@t»ﬁhey prey on
the blood of the world and dexwe an’ alien enlightens
ment from nature’s struggles. | Itis erfect | understand-
able for the inhabitants of sunlu: xistence to attempt to

hunt and destray them 'Ihraahm Drﬂgaﬂs m therf:
fore be cunning predators. A Thr :

those who will find it romantic or even sexually stimu-

lating for your victims. Alternately, choose those who
will not be mm and consume them totally. a&a a
Thrashing Dragon, you are much less reluctant to con-

sume your prey than a vampire of anotherPharma —dé

it. Nature does not give creature&ablﬁﬁ% Which it does
not desire them to exercise. For particularly messy ex-
periments,always make suré you have another trustwor- -

thy Kuei-jin there to act as S&mﬁt}' should any
wrong. In addition, make mfﬁ@andmt themmpelaﬂf_:s
'k to you — use cnmﬁaﬁ

.can stlﬂe tfm

m ﬂmtr Bpll‘l-—

ThE p{}wer C-'f thﬂ' Kul&’ip. _V#D% il
;".aﬁoﬁmﬁw same

| ﬂWﬂ pTEfEI'EIlCES " ::.r::*_*“ E:

Cw Djscipuines

Chi Disciplines are those most cummﬂnly“

) - ﬂatg Whm__‘ .*"-. .-:- ,:_ m .

TEFESHY is a fairly mmmmn art among Thrashing
ragons. Members of the Thousand-Faced Thunderand

Ten Seasons sects use it in their spirit bindings, while
‘many other Dragons appreciate its ability to give good
joss, manipulate the Wall, and allowthe Kuei-jin toRide
O | e . the Dragon. In addition, the skill of Chi-shaping is also.
always be mgugulw W}m c‘lmgsﬁfg ﬁgtm ' Chﬂgse useful for the practice of the Dragon Tear, and so Thrash- 4
ing Dragons who learn one Discipline have an incentive =

tﬂ  learn both.

_Egumn JOM ;
B € Many Dragons at least study the basics of Equilib-
l'm 1 because it enables the vampire to manipulate Chi,

the wery essence of life itself. Learning this — the

nature pfm breath and the ebb and flow of Yang and
Yin oy fﬂfﬂ _:p;ﬂtﬂnt bDDEt to a Thrashing Dragon’s
understanding of herDharma. In addition; & vampire
who hﬁamﬁs@ "’,’L"iébﬂltﬂs abl& to mﬂlﬂt heaith or

i R e

harm upﬂﬂ )theiff argets.

Tlms D1sc1pl1ne, more thﬂn any ﬂther is the province
Gf Thrashing Dragons. With i, a Kuei-jin can attune her
bndy to the sway of Yang energy. Lesser mastery allows the
- vampire to exploit Yang's energetic state, move quickly
“and charge weapons —and herself — with Yang auras.
With greater mastery.comes the ability to perform the so-
called Dragon Danﬂﬂ,. a powerful martial arts form that
alluws the vampire to whirl through impossibly fluid

atics and srrﬂce fatal blows with her bare hands.
mry allows the Kuei-jin to concentrate her

at:ua “and cloak herself in illusion, or even to become

; #;_ lyspiritualized, suspending herself halfway between
rld of the living and the world of flesh, thus allowing

.her. to walk the day-lit world with impunity and even

become visible to mortals in the daytime. Although the
vampire is atomized — a phantom unable to interact

W W L T T



physically with the world around him — he can still make
brief appearances or ghostly visitations. Spiritual disci-
plines like Obligation and Cultivation work quite well
under these circumstances, and Thrashing Dragons often
exploit this.

Anjmar Form Dragon Dance
"’mq Pw ----‘

By observing wild animals, some Thrashing Drag-
ons learn to.incorporate their natural combat tech-
niques into the Dragon Dance. Most Thrashing Drag-
ons simply fight in stance, but some actually use Flesh
Shintai to actually mimic the physical form of the
chosen animal. Thisis particularly grotesque for Thrash-
ing Dragons whose martial forms combine the habits of
several animals.

System: The power has the effects of the normal
Dragon Dance, plus several additional benefits. Asin the
normal Dragon Dance, the character strikes for lethal
damage, subtracts one from the difficulty of attack and
damage rolls, is not subject to wound penalties and may
burn Yang Chi for extra actions or an initiative bonus in
the next turn as if through use of the Principle of Motion.

However, the character’s animal stance gives his
attacks a bestial ferocity — the damage of the Kuei-jin’s
Brawl, Martial Arts and Melee attacks increases by 2. In

|

addition, the vampire’s animal reflexes and natural grace
imbue him with swiftness to react quickly to threats; the
playeradds the character’s permanent Yang rating to
initiative each turn the Animal Form Dragon Dance is
active after the first. This bonus is in addition to any
bonuses the vampire gains from burning Yang Chi for the
Dragon Dance’s Principle of Motion-like effect. Kuei-jin
who use a Shintai of some sort to enhance their physical
form with animal characteristics should apply the bo-
nuses from those Disciplines as normal.

Like the Dragon Dance, it costs one point of
Yang Chi per turn to activate the Animal Form
Dragon Dance.

Eigurrowp Yang Barrjer
' Yang Prana ecee )

The Eightfold Yang Mantle allows the vampire to
change her shape into something totally alien: Through
their mastery of Flesh Shintai, however, many Thrash-
ing Dragonslearn betterways to change shape, and have
no use of illusions. Others appreciate the value of power
in a confrontation more than illusion, and develop their
abilities likewise. Others simply learn every possible
branch of the Yang Prana in search of greater Dharmic
understanding. Regardless, some Thrashing Dragons learn
the Eightfold Yang Barrier in place of the Mantle.



- Blood is an inherently
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Through the use of this power, the vampire concentrates
her Yang-charged aura into a crackling energy field
around herself. Blows struck agamst her are softened or
even blocked by her aura.

System: The vampire must spend a turn in concen-
tration while gathering her aura. At the end of the turn,
the aura surrounds her as a glittering scarlet cloak,
protecting her from harm! Whenever the vampire is
struck by an attacky she rolls her permanent Yang
rating. If the weapon or attack.is metal, the difficulty is
4. If the attack is made by a nonmetalli¢ item, the
difficulty is 6. If the attack was made by a source of

aggravated damage, the difficulty is 8. If I:Eus roll is %.orslowly “gro

successful, the vampire adds her dots of Yang Prana to
her soak total against that attack. It costs three points
of Yang Chi and one point of Willpower to acﬁtﬁ%te this

power for a scene.

Yin Prana-
The Yin Prana is studied nccasmnallyby Thrashmg

Dragons. Many who learn it do so as a way to learn more

about the Chi energy that opposes. their own d.tt?m
Others use the Shrouded Moon mﬁaa&tammltl'n orto
harmlessly dissipate excess Yin ( Chi th% bl.uldﬁ :u@ m
their bodies. Few Tt‘;.tasi‘lhlg i}tagn earn J;ﬁ ;

pline above its first rank. hﬁwevtn
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from the path. B
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shintai. The first group are FIIE"; |
ing many penangallan, who comt

Skin for moral reasons. What thing in nature eschm&
virtue, they ask? Does the wolf refuse to bite

taste of blﬂod offends it? Dnes the nger rem o

rries a wu:h the Dharma
b -.: 3! :ﬁ-.-?"

b, hﬁﬁa«fnnctmnal setaf‘;':"
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e et ~r~ "‘ﬁ able to impregnate femai&% if female, she is able to

“level of this discipline. Members of thlsm ) *_
their fellows, who look unfavorably upon the Cﬁrm

The other type of Thrashing Dragons who pursue
this shintai are the Bone-Eating Dragons of the western
direction. These vampires learn the full course of the
Discipline, even mastering the ch'ing shih form. Typically
victims of corpse-kissing fever, most of these Kuei-jin
have enough Yin from feeding on the dead and dying to
easily afford the high cost of negative energy required to
utilize this powerful combat style.

““Thrashing Dmgﬂns originally pursued paths of the
Wnﬂd Sh‘ﬁ;m that allowed them to create life to study,
" themselves into new shapes. As the
¥ ood Shmm be:&mg dark and more concerned with
the vampire’s own body at the end of the Fourth Age,
many members of the Dharma delayed the use of the
spiritually im;)ure Flesh Shintai for as lﬂng as possible.
Finally, ii 1500, Thousand CranéMe
Dharma, specifically permtttmgﬁ'le use of corpse -
shintai. It was the spirit of the use which martarg;d she
mﬁ%ﬂ So 1ﬂﬂg as they were used for the purpose of
spiritual research, and the vamplr.a"_i:ﬁf}k-pu undue plea
"Sure in itsundead state, then eémploying such shintai was

permissible. Black Earth eramfl Old Iwm Spider bc:rth. -

acknnwledged this as truth.

C"mm Cuange (Fiesu SHintaj oo °)

. Particularly in the Golden Courts, it isimportantfor
Wu‘es who want to become langsuir to be able to!
3‘@ m‘“ﬁ' assume the female gender quickly. While a langsuir can’
just two of the Shintai — Jade and Flesh. While ‘the @lmgfiveas a transvestite, such vampires are often seenas
1ss members of the Passion Bloodflower sect.

=

on, such transvestites cannot reproduce.

J - t%swxﬂhls pnwer a vampire can change 1ts gendcr5

j We sort of genitalia,

~ vampire is permanently Yang imbalanced and male, he

ibe:mme pregnant.

System: The pla}’&t Jsg:»e::"u:ls 3 points of Yang Chi
and 1 point of Will yower, and the vampire must con-
centrate for thrée turns wh1le the changes take place.
Dmuptmg the vampire’s concentration can leave it a
blood; jﬁméwnfym g mess, a grotesque monster trapped
tween sexes, until it has a chance to use the power
ain. This power governs only the ability to change

tween the two regular genders. Vamptres who wish to
expeﬁment with alternate “equipment” or with com-
bining genders will have to master the Ten Thousand
Forms technique.




FiLes# SuinTa; anp ReprobDUCTiON

Since Flesh Shintai tends to “make do” with
the tlesh the Dragon already possesses, twisting i
INtoO A new 'xh;qu: rather than creatine new flesh, it
is natural to wonder it Kuei-jin who use it to
become female (and are permanently Yang
imbalanced) can actually reproduce successtully.
Atter all, their internal organs and flesh have only
deformed into an ;q‘q"l]':ﬁr.‘xinl;lljn N OF A repr ductive
tract. The answer is yes. Such vampires can repro-
duce. The mechanical aspects ot such a pregnancy
would give a normal gynecologist nightmares
the reproductive tract is typically made our ot
borrowed large intestine and reconfigured muscles
— but it can Carry 4 t‘*:'li"ﬂ__.' l.,'i.ﬁT‘['i’[-i.'lI'T:;’I}"‘-}‘y.' tO term just
as easily as a normal mortal woman can.

]l H["H'H_lll.l ]'H: I"&Hl_L'k.i ['|'1:.‘IE :'1“l.h‘f_LI'["t.L: TE"li'i'[ o
penangallan is a male masquerading asafemale isan
unpardonable offense in the Golden Courts. Visi-
LOTS k1'|.1LliL.| l"‘li_" Wise [Oo assume lh:_'H CVEIrvone ;!E‘id

everything they meert is indeed the gender he or

she appears to be in public, regardless of what the

“truth” may be. The public image and the attitude
are far more important than the truth
tant enough to kill or die for.

- 1Mpor-

FUr anp Fangs (Fiesu SHintaj e oo °)

Some Thrashing Dragons develop animal-inspired
combat styles. Some of these vampires simply emulate
an animal’s patterns of movement and responses to
attack, but some vampires actually go so far as to
develop the ability to emulate some of the animal’s
physical characteristics. Thrashing Dragons who prac-
tice the Tiger Style martial arts often grow terrible
claws, while those who practice Monkey Style are
known for their amazing flexibility.

System: The character concentrates for two turns
and the player spends two points of Yang Chi. She then
rolls her Perception + Athletics, with a difficulty of 6.
If the roll sueceeds, she adds the character’s permanent
Yang to the number of successes she achieved in the
roll. She may spend one of these points to add 1 to the
character’s initiative, Dodge Ability or to the damage
of her unarmed attacks. She may spend two of these
points to increase the character’s soak by 1. If they were
not so previously, all the character’s unarmed attacks
are now lethal.

This transformation lasts until the end of the scene.
Keep in mind that Flesh Shintai is not an attractive art.
Vampires who have used this ability on themselves are
notsilky and attractive hybridsof man and animal. Their
bodies are twisted and rudely reshaped; red, torn flesh
marks where the new-grown animal features tear through
the vampire’s flesh. Most Thrashing Dragons use this
ability in conjunction with the Yang Prana power Ani-
mal Form Dragon Dance.

5 THRASHING Dwus

THousanp Ljce Spjes
‘ﬁmsl“m -----’

Mastered by the Ten Seasons sect, this power is not
unlike the ability Pelesit; but in a much more advanced
and subtle form. The Kuei-jin sheds tens of thousands of
tiny mites, each far smaller than a pinhead, and uses
them to explore the aréa where they were dispersed.
Kuei-jin can see through the eyes of these mites at any
range, and often use them to “see with ten eyes” —aTen
Seasons term for maintaining awareness of many loca-
tions and events at once.

System: The player spends a point of Yang Chi and

- the vampire shakes vigorously, loosing a cloud of dust

from her person. In reality, these are tiny creatures, small
as grains of dust and able to float on the wind. It takes a

 few minutes for the mites tosettle and orient themselves.

The vampire can see through the eyes of all these mites
simultaneously, and nothing in a room that she has
dusted is hidden from her; it is as if she herself could
perceive it. The mites themselves do not have percep-
tion powers, but the vampire can exert her full range of
perceptions — even magically enhanced ones— through
the dust. Anyone hiding in the room is discovered. Any
hidden objects are found unless sealed away tightly
enough that a mite can’t discover them. The mites
persist for about 48 houts, and then rot — they cannot
be fed ' more Chi to preserve their existence. Bug detec-
tors and other means of detecting electronic surveillance
will not detect the mites, but a vampire using Sharpened
Senses or Chi Sight will detect them with a successful
Perception + Awarenessroll. In an openspace, the mites
cover an area with a radius of 20 feet from the vampire.

Ritual fumigation destroys the mites, as does the
Harmonious Shielding of the Guarded Home. For the
vampire to see through the eyes of the mites, she must be
able to concentrate and there must be a large number of
mites together in the area— a single mite is not enough
to allow remote sensing. Direct sunlight destroys the
Thousand Lice Spies, but they attempt to scuttle out of
the light. Those who are being used to watch indoor
areas can sense dimly during the day, should the vampire
somehow be awake to receive the information.

PoLonG (FiesH SHiNTAj cccee)

This is a more advanced form of pelesit. Like the
pelesit, the polong is acreature created from the vampire’s
own flesh. Thought it can have any overall form the
vampire desires, it is always a creature of gristle and raw
flesh, and whatever its shape, it cannot pass for natural
under even the most cursory glance. Compared to the
pelesit, the polong is a more powertul creature. While
the creature can act on its own, the vampire can sense
through the its eyes and exert Disciplines through the
effigy as well. Some Flesh Shintai masters exploit this
and use polongs to share both sides of an experience, so
that they can study the yin and yang passions of predator
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and prey, attacker and victim, ravisher and ravished.
Thisdiscipline is also favored by the penangallan, who use
the polong as a weapon of assassination.

System: A polong is created in fashion similar to a
pelesit. The player spends three points of Yang Chi and
a pointof Willpower, and one or more health levels. The
polongdetaches itself from the character’s body, and has
two health levels for every health level the player spent
to create it. Also, each health level gives the polong one
point each of Strength and Stamina. Polongs have a
Dexterity of 3, Mental Attributes of 2, Social Attributes
of 1, and a'Brawl, Dodge and Athletics of 3. The player
" canalso chase to give the polong points of Yin and Yang
Chi, and can transfer as many points of a given type of
Chi from the vampire to the creature as the vampire’s
permanent rating in that Chi Virtue. The vampire can
also see through the polong’s eyes and otherwise share its
senses whenever he desires, and can cﬂntml itasif it were
an extension of his body.

When the vampire is/controlling the polong, the
player uses the vampire’s Abilities and Mental At-
tributes and the polong’s Physical and Social A ttributes.
The vampire can use his full range of sensory abilities and
all his Disciplines through the polong, although he can’t
make the creature create yet more polongs from itself. It
can create pelesits, but the vampire cannot control these
directly. Controlling the polong requires concentration

~ —ifthe character is performing actions with both bodies
simultaneously, the player must split his dice pool, and
all actions in both bodies suffer a +1 difficulty penalty.
Normally, the vampire assumes a stable posture so that
_ hedoesnot injure himself — typically, this means sitting
_in the lotus position or on a throne, or reclining on
cushions. This latter is favored by masters of the Jade
Shintai, who go one step further and levitate theirbodies
- when controlling the polong, so that they are without
~‘sensational distractions from their central flesh.

1If the ?amplre uses Disciplines through the polong,
it is the Chi invested in the creature that powers the
_' ablllty Once the creature exhausts this Chi, it must
- return to the vampire‘and consume more Chi. Polongs
can also use Chi to heal themselves as if they were
" normal vampires. A player eannot use Willpower to
- supplement the polong’s agtions, and a vampire cannot
use powers through the polong that require the expendi-
ture of Willpower. Poléngs can soak lethal damage with
their Stamina, and these creatures can attack for a base
of their Strength in lethal damage if they are given some
wmeans todo so —fanged mouths, claws or so forth. Like
 pelesits, polongs can speak in a shrill voice and the
- vampire may speak through it as well. Creatures given
'win'gs are able to fly, but giving them this endowment
~.costs an additional health level that provides no other
benefit. If the polong is destroyed, the vampire must
make a wave soul check for one round from the shock.

A vampire who also knows Cleave the Demon
(Cultivation ®®®e) can force her P'o into a polong,
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allowing the vampire to use the spirit to motivate the
creature. Treat this the same as forcing the vampire’s P'o
into its body afta'er-thje' gut-mass has separated.

QHosr-ﬁm Sl-lm'mi

Like most Kuei-jin other than DevllﬂTlgers and

some gaki, the average Thrashing Dragon finds Ghost-
Flame Shintai to be dangerous and costly in terms of the
Chi expended. The Ghost-Flame Shintai has its aficio-
nados among the Fire Dancing Princes, but mest Thrash-

ing Dragons eschew this Discipline. Itis fine for war and-

art but not terribly useful for survival, making it
Dharmically unappealing.

JADE SHjNTA)

Many Thrashing Dragons practice Jade Shiritai for the
same reason many of them learn Equilibrium — because the
Shintai increases the character’s awareness of the natural
Chi flows around her. This grants the Thrashing Dragon
great insight into life and its thythms. Indeed, the members
of the Passion Bloodflower sect cannet advance to the rank

of penangallan until they can “dance without theirskin.” To

perform this act, the vampire removes her head, gut mass
and genitals through the use of Flesh Shintai and usesJade
Shintai to twirl through the air in intricate céremonial
dances. Most penangallan prefer tofeed in this form as well,
feeling that the purity of feeding as nothing buta mouth and
gut brings them close to the true nature of existence in the
natural world. Beyond the shintai’s use for penangallan, the
ability to hide within the Earth is an excellent survival tool,
and survival is something that Thrashing Dragons under-
stand very well. Finally, the Jade Servant of the August
Personage technique is extremely effective when used in
conjunction with the Dragon Dance.

Demvon ARTS

The Demon Arts are practiced by all Kuei-jin — the
P’o will not allow otherwise. However, some Kuei-jin
study these dark arts more extensively. Thrashing Drag-
ons typically eschew these Disciplines, because they are
rooted in the corpse and the hungry ghost state.

DeMoN SHiNTa)

Many Thrashing Dragﬂﬂs k:nuw this Discipline be-
cause it suited their bestial nature in their chih-mei state.
Few pursue it very far — while powerful, it lacks flexibil-
ity. Thrashing Dragons who wish to change their shape
into something more combat-worthy probably already
know Flesh Shintai. Those who do not are more likely to
pursue esoteric arts like Beast Shintai than give power to
the Demon in such a fashion.

Brace Winp
Few Thrashing Dragons practice Black Wmd pri-
marily because so many study Yang Prana. While the

Principle of Motion is considerably less efficient than
Black Wind, it isn’t nearly as dangerous for the vampire.

 fate and destiny. T
~ insight into the nature of the entire Tapestry at once.

those few who learn Spirit-Eating
| :have beenspiritually injured, or else deplﬂ*,r it like the Soul

Thrasuing Dragons

Alsoymastery of Black'Wind requires constant practice
and effort, while most Thrashing Dragons naturally
master Pnnclple of Motion as they increase their skill in
Yang Prana. Those few Dragons whoe do master this

- Discipline are typically from the northern court. In the

south, there is a stigma attached to the practice of this

.-Dlsclplme to leamiit is to furswear the Yang Prana.

'flm H‘ownm

- The reluctance of rhe Thmshmg Dragons to learn

: ;ﬁe primary Kuei-jin defensive techniques of Corpse

Skin and Flow Like Blood attracts many to the Iron

.Maumam Discipline. Fire-Dancing Princes who have
learned the Iron Mountain in addition to the Eightfold

Yang Barrier are capable of withstanding tremendously

‘damaging attacks without harm.

Lﬂ(& fnﬂst Kuei-jin Thrashmg Dragonsare eagertolearn

the Soul Arts. These Disciplines grant the vampire control

over herself, over Dther Kuei- -jin and over other shen.

Cunvanon.
~ Mostly practiced by Thrashing Dragons of the Golden

“Courts, this discipline is valuable for the ability it gives

practitioners to control their P’'o. The penangallan and
langsuir of the south have no time for the antics of the
Demon, and keep it tightly chained. Other than these
Passion Bloodflowers, however, most Thrashing Drag-
ons avoid Cultwatiﬂn

cm'm Mon

Like the Dewl-—Tlgera, the Thrashing Pragons fre-
quentl*g learn the art of the Dragon Tear. Yet they learn it

fordifferent reasons. While the Devil-Tiger treasure the
art’s P'o characteristics —insight into the future, ease of

spotting enemies, the enslaving bite — Thrashing Drag-
onslearn the Dragon Tear for its Hun principles. Through

the use of the Rasa, theﬁ' gain insight into the patterns of
hrough Chi Sight; they can gain an

Purification allows them to heal rents in the Tapestry, and
use it to heal those who

-kle, to ensure the loyalty of important underlings. To
thﬁ"Ihtashmgﬂmgem Chi'tuMuhisa source of tremen-
dous Supmtuml mslght

Osuqmou
Obligation is a pow&rﬁﬂ ]}im:lphne, worthy of re-

spect. Traditionally, only mandarins and jina learned its
secrets, butover the last few centuries, it has become

+ ~commonplace for younger Dragons to learn it as well.
“Those who deal extensively with the mortal world find

it especially useful, and it is most widespread in the Ten
Seasons sect. That faith’s followers use it extensively
while tending their gardens of the second sort.
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; The focus on the inner world that Internalize es-

a pouses is rather antithetical to the Dance of the Thrash-
ing Dragon, and has a reputation for being a crutch for
repressed Bone Flowers and Resplendent Cranes. Thrash-
ing Dragons gain focus by following their nature, not by
practicing meditation tricks.Mestof those in the Dharma
who do practice Internalize are couttiers who learn it
exclusively for the NgMind ability. A fewsgther Thrash-
ing Dragons learn it to gain insight mtﬂ?%he animal
condition without nsleipg the Wg*,r Forward @d descent

into the chih-mei state.

HEWRmm.s

strengthen their own dlrecunn:s and decls”"
follow are rituals particular to the Thrashing Drag :
Some are known to Kuei-jin outside the Dhm but most
are of little interest to those who are not on its path.

To t@z' rashing Dragﬂns.,
¥ ‘*”%a'lﬂ face of the SUn.4 ’

-----

Othersarethe;ealﬂusl'f guarded secrets of particular sects & IFIngs life and hghﬁtﬂ the Wﬂﬂd W'thm :":5

retiring for the day, every faithful Thmhmg Dram

performs a simple ritual to wd@qme thesun back to the
world. Of course, this “simple” ritual involves expnsmgw
hae ooneself to the sun’s destructive power, which goes a
: 4 »kmg way toward proving the dedication of a true ?
y. Thrashing Dragon.

-'\-'*_-’\-x

live in fear for their cor f'

bers of the [Z‘!harn:mafa~

nies a meditatwe posture, facing east, and begms to. ;
r himself as the sky lightens. The goals is to reachﬁt M ;:.
f inner harmony and empty mind as the sun
anﬂn, so that the glory of the Eye of Heam
e appreciated by a consciousness uncluttera&fbﬁ
o1 :. sand worries. Many Thrashing Dt
g}:s posture until the sun hﬂ&;‘:&‘n
rizofy, but it is_permiitted. for the
rtabheart-

| :%ﬁﬁungﬂer who will cml? spread ﬁ@
ears mr_w it to become an akuﬂm? Kuep]m w71

~ use rituals tﬂ commen
- cannm: return energy. %g
"-ﬂaturalpmcess then thy
prayers and offerings. Ir
tl‘mprﬂtfess by which a'

~ in enlightenment whil :

~ derside of life. Indeed, the Danc
~ Dragon is itself a ritual, the gre

.....

: (Levec R}

1ble nly because ithasbeen decreed by
yment. When a Thrashmg Dragon

spmt sways ﬂawlesslv to the ferocious harmnny

he wnrld as a whole that it can never repay. In
.ﬂﬂtﬁfh she achieves the bodhisattva state and reach pay

edgement of this debt, the vampire offers prayers
the spirit of the fallen creature and to Heaven, which
has allowed the vampire to continue its existence, even
at such a great price to creation.




System: The rite r;mst be performed within three
days of the vampire killing.a mortal. If the Thrashing
Dragon cannot perform the ritual herself, she must have

another vampire who is able to do so perform it in her
place. The ritual itself is a simple one, consisting of an

hour-long prayer followed by an offering of food, wine

and paper goods to the spirit of the deceased, and by
burning bundles of prayer strips entreating Heaven to

grant special dispensation to the victim:

blindness due to their lack of respect. It bears noting
again that though they offer prayers to the spirits of their
victims, Thrashing Dragons show little compunction for
feeding. Indeed, they are more prone to kill their prey
than any other sort of Kuei-jin, because they see it as
their place in the cycle to do so.

RjruaL ror Gjving Bjrma (um 1 Rme)
Thrashing Dragons, particularly those of the Passion

Bloodflower sect, agree that iris agreat gift from Heaven
that they can bring new life into the world. Though they
do not respire or.give back to the world in any normal
way, the Thrashing Dragons can at least reproduce.
Though their offspring are still half-dead ereatures, they
are also half-living, more than the Kuei-jin herself. So
highly do the penangallan value this experience that
none may enter their ranks until she has given birth.

System: This ritual is practiced as the Kuei-jin gives
birth toadhampyr, and is a celebration of the event. The
vampire meditates on the birthing pains, using them as
a reminder of the pain of Yomi. She reflects also on the
world’s harsh beauty; at the heart of this most wondrous
event there is agony, and the young enter the world
screaming and covered inbleed. Thus is the nature of life

illustrated. This ritual has no direct mechanical effect, |
but many Thrashing Dragons experience dén during the
process of giving birth — an event made more likely by

the use of this ritual.

RjTES OF SORCEROUS iu'l'mr

Though the Thrashing Dragons are creatures of
ritual action, they do not limit themselves exclusively to
ritualizing daily behavior —Hlﬁmfﬂf their rites have
great occult power. The following rites are unique to the
Dharma, and most are protected as secrets of the faith.
They are taught only to trusted members of the sect.

Tie ScarLer Sjix Leass whnq. SPiRJT
Binojng (Lever 3 RyTe)
The Thrashing Dragons of the Musandfl:aced

Thunder sect often have congress with spirits and culey of the spirit's Willpower. Lower the difficulty of

elementals. These vampires live in close contact with
the urban spirit courts, and act as scourges of these
places, consuming corrupted or negligent spirits. These
Kuei-jin often exert their mastery over lesser spirits of

Thrasuing Dragons

the techhiological domaini == little elementals of data,
atomic power and honeycomb composites. They some-
times bind these creatures for use in talismans, which
requires this ritual and the ritual ‘Fabrication of the

Elemental Inscrument as well. Other timés; they use
~them as valets, servants and guards and such servitude
-r&qulres unly this rite.

A sorcerer who uses this ritual can be sure of her

- .'semn.ts loyalty. Spitits who are held by it are rendered
There are no direct mechanical benefits to perform =

ing this ritual. However, vampires who are lax in their

duty towards their victims may incur a moment of

tame and faithful, executing the sorcerer’s orders to the
best of their ability. They may fail or make mistakes, but
they will not intentionally disobey the magician’s com-
mands. The ritualist’s command is a very real thing. It
cannot simply be brushed aside, even by the spirit’s

superiors, for its power is rooted in the same source as the
‘power of those superiors. A spirit of less than 90 power is
‘unlikely to be able to be able to free the bound spirit from
- the ritualist’s control or bind the fettered spirit to itself.

System: Placing the leash upon a spirit is a fairly

- complex ritual, and cannot be carried out without some

preparation. This includes a lit brazier and a number of

ceremonial objects (bells, censers, etc.), so using the

ritual as a defense against hostile spirits is impossible —
the Kuei-jin is unlikely to be able to tap his spirit-
subjugating gong at the proper tempo when under attack
by the spirit's charms. Likewise, unless the Kuei-jin-has
some means of forcing the spirit to hold still (typically
the Tapestry power Chi-shaping), it can be problematic
to leash a spirit that is intelligent enough to recognize
whatis happeningand leave the area. This s, inany case,

an act of ques‘tmnablﬁ wisdom, since spirits intelligent
enough to recognize theritual are also intelligentenough

to harbor hard feelings over their bindings.

Kuei-jin must be able to sense the spirit as well as
immobilize it. This is done usually through the vampire’s
Lifesight or the Chi'iu Muh power Chi Sight, but any
other means of sensing the Yang Mirror Lands works, so
lﬂng as they are at least as precise as vision.

‘Typically, the Kuei-jin enters an area of the Middle

5 ngdnm opposite the areaof Y ang Mirror Lands where
. thespirit to be bound is located. Afterimmobilizing the
~ spirit, she begins placing the leash, which takes about

thirty minutes. While the rite can be performed in the

outdoors, it is nbwm.lsi‘y occult in nature, involving
burning incense, jade chimes, c:ﬂmplﬁx prayers and
intricateé magical diagrams. For this reason, it is gener-
ally done in private.

Once the rite is mmpl,ete, the player makes a Ma-
nipulation + Rituals roll (difficulty equal to the local
Wall rating, or4 if actually in the Yang World). If this is
successful, the playerspendsa point of Yang Chiand rolls
the character’s Manipuiatmn + Occult roll with a diffi-

this roll by 2 if the spirit has been previously trapped via
Chi-shaping. The player can make as many rolls as she
scored successes on the initial Manipulation + Rituals
roll, at a rate of one per turn, but must spend a point of
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Yang Chi for each roll. During the period when the
player is making Yang + Occult rolls, the spirit is aware
of the ritual’s effect and may resist by lashing out at the
Kuei-jin. While unintelligent spirits may become agi-
tated by this ritual and attempt toflee, they are not likely
to connect the magic with the vampire. Spirits immobi-
lized by Chi-shaping or without combat-oriented charms
are essentially helpless. When the player chooses to
make no additional Yang + Occult rolls (or runs out of
them), the spirit becomes bound to the Kuei-jin’s service
for a number of lunar months equal to the total successes
accumulated on the vampire's Yang + Occult rolls. The
Kuei-jin can renew the effects of the leash on aspirit, but
must free it for at least the duration of the rite (when the
player is making Yang + Occult rolls). During this time,
the spirit is likely to attempt to flee or destroy the Kuei-
jin — even the stupidest spirits will realize the nature of
their master after several months of slavery.

A Kuei-jin can safely control spirits whose total power
is equal to or less than her (Yang + Oceult) x 20. To
control more spirits lessens the vampire’scontrol over the

stable asawhole, and the Storyteller should emphasize the

increasingly weak control after the sorcerer surpasses the
safe limit. When the vampire passes the limit of safe
control, compare the Rage of the bound spirits to the
Willpower of the sorcerer. For every full 10 points of
cumulative power the sorcerer controls beyond her safe
limit, subtract 1 from her Willpower for the purposes of
the comparison. Any spirits whose Rage is greater than

the sorcerer’s adjusted Willpower are increasingly free of

the magician’s control. A spirit whose Rage is only 1 point
higher than the sorcerer’s adjusted Willpeweris occasion-
ally disobedient, one with a 3 point advantage is openly
willful, and one with a 5 point lead slips the scarlet silk
leash completely. A spirit, particularly one with high
Rage, is likely to be poorly disposed to the vampire who
enslaved it when its period of slavery lapses..

This ritual cannot be used to bind spirits with a power
greater than 40, though there are more powerful versions
available to mandarins and bodhisattvas. A botch during
the casting of this ritual often has negative consequences,
which are left up to the Storyteller to determme

DoNNiNG THE NM nrsl:ym S

{Lever 3 Rye) t i

This dangerous rite is used by the pentlﬁgauan of the
Golden Courts before battlesand as part of their r&llgmus
celebrations. One or more vampires can take part — all
participants imbibe a powerful hallucinogenic poison
and begin dancing. When it is over, the vampires either
enter a battle-trace or an orgiastic state, depending on
the circumstances — outsiders may find the two states
difficult to distinguish. Penangallan frequently use this
ability to increase their combat power when fighting
especially powerful foes, when preparing for duels with
other jungle queens, or aspart of the bonding orgies they
use to reinforce guanxi bonds.
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System: The dance lasts about an hour, and spreads
the poison into every atom of the vampire’s being. At
the end of the dance, the hallucinogenic effects take
hold and the participants’ players make Willpower rolls
(difficulty 8) to control the hallucinations. It is easier
to master the hallucinations caused by the poisons if
the vampire is part of a group. Lower the difficulty of
the Willpower roll by one, to a minimum of 4, for every
other Kuei-jin who takes part. Each vampire in the
group must know the ritual.

If the player fails the Willpower roll, the vampire is
left paralyzed and helpless in a hallucinatory state. Those
whose players succeed enter an ecstatic trance, becom-
ing sharply aware of sensual input. The resulting state is
often described as a combination of orgasm and the joy
of killing — many penangallan have experienced dén
during their first exposure.

The mechanical effect of this is to grant the vampire
a number of combat advantages. The playeradds J to the
vampire’s base initiative on all combat rolls, suffers no
wound penalties, and gains a number of special Yang
points equal to her permanent Yang score plus the
number of successes she achieved on her Willpower roll
to master the hallucinogen. These “phantom” points of
Yang can be used only to fuel the Yang Prana arts
Principle of Motion or Dragon Dance, and fade when the
hallucinogenic poison wears off. A vampire under the

effects of this ritual never retreats from combat, cannot

use Demon Chi or enter any soul state, and reacts
directly and aggressively to anything she perceives as

hostile. Vampires affected by the ritual do not attack one

another or their allies, and have a preternatural sense for

all other penangallan involved in the dance — knowing

their location and whether they are in danger.

This dangerous ritual can only be safely performed
by someone who knows the Dragon Dance (Yang Prana
® e ¢) and has survived a rite such as Welcoming the
Penangallan or Naming the Ancestor. Mortals who
ingest the poisons used in this ritual die after hours of
terrifying hallucinations. Supernatural beings who in-
gest the hallucinogens without appropriate psychic rein-
forcement go into a killing frenzy for the duration, and
emerge with a number of derangements equal to (10 -

their Willpower). This madnesscan only be cured through

the use of Purification (Chi’'iu Muh ®®ee) or some
similarly potent magical curative.

This ritual is also used by Kuei-jin of the Brilliant
Embers Devil-Tiger sect.

The Thousanp-EYED SORCERER
{Lever 4 Rjve)

- Through the use of this rite, the sorcerer binds a

~multiplicity of tiny Yang spirits to him. The exact num-

ber of spirits is irrelevant, for all are so small as to be
individually insignificant. Kuei-jin use these spirits to
keep an eye on a person or place, and can see through
their eyes with concentration.



System: This ritual takes about six hours, and the
results last until the next full moon. A Kuei-jin who already
has his Thousand Eyes deployed can perform this ritual on
the full moon to renew his control over his servants and
continue his surveillance without interruption.

For every point of Occult the Kueisjin possesses, he
may control enough spirits to watch one target. The
target can be a person, place or object, but the sorcerer

mustearry the spirits with him until he “attaches” them,

and they are elearly visible as a horde of tiny spirit-
creatures swarming areundhim. To attach the spirits to

a target, the sorcerer must touch it, and make a ritual"

gesture with the other hand;'This is subtle enough that
Shrouded Moon (Yin Prana ®) conceals it, but any
informed person who sees! the Kuﬁi-'jin knows he has
done something magical.

Once they have been attached, the spirits bound by
the Thousand-Eyed Sorcerer rite are very subtle — they
can only be seen with spirit sight or from the Yang
World, and even then the pla?érmusi: make a Perception
+ Occult roll (difficulty 7) for the character to spot the
spirits. Observers muse score at least 3 successes on'the
Occult roll to realize that the spirits are part of some sort
of deliberate surveillance, if they're not familiar with or
expecting this ritual. The spirits have a Power, P’o, Hun
and Willpower of 1, and are stopped by any wards. Spirits

bound with this rttual da not count against the maxi-
mum Power the magiman can control using‘the Scarlet

Silk Leash.

ﬁlwnmm or‘m Em-m;m. FNSTRUMENT
(I.wn 4 I(mt

Dragﬂns, particu].arly those of.the Thou-
SandrFac&ci Thunder sect, frequently bind spirits into
objects, cre&tmg’erful artifacts. This ritual works on

all spitits of the Yang world, bur it is especially effective
if the spirit is the wﬂhng servant of the vampire.

- Objects to be enchanted must be of fine materials
——splru:s do not dwell in inferior residences, even if
bound into servitude. Irems made of poor.materials
either shatter or result in an enchantment that attacks
the wielder. The intelligent sorcerer determines the
spirit's preference before obtaining the receptacle, The
most important thlng is thﬁt th& Ehape of the hi}usmg
corresponds with the purpése Qf*the spirit — a spirit of
erotic love Will have httle interest in an automatic
pistol as a.home.

System: The sorcerer must first obtain and prepare
the object to be enchanted. The vampire need not
prepare it himself, but the being who crafts it must be a
master (Crafts 4+ ). If the item is of technological nature,
it must be a one-off or prototype — mass production is
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antithetical to talismans. Next, the sorcerer must con-
vince the spirit to enter the object; the process for doing
sovaries depending on whether the enchanter intends to
create a temporary or permanent artifact.

Temporary artifacts — also called lesser elemental
instruments — are relatively easy to create. A spirit
bound via the Scarlet Silk Leash can be placed into
such an object during afour-hourwversion of this rite.
This ritual must be ¢onducted in a dragon nest, and
requires the sacrifice of at least one pound of incense
and one pound of jade. The player rolls Charisma +
Occult (difficulty 6) when the rite is complete. For

each success, the artifact may be used once. For lesser

elemental instruments which are expended during use
(such as ritual powders or strips), each success creates
enough for one use. While the items are good until
used, in no case can the number of instruments created
via the rite exceed the number of lunar months left in
the spirit’s service.

Spirits do not usually partake in the creation of a
permanent magical item, called a greater elemental
instrument, even if bound. In-erder to be forced into
such an item, the spirit must either be beaten to 0
Power in spirit combat, or restrained via Chi-shaping.
The major exceptions to this are the spirit allies of the
Thousand-Faced Thunder sect. Kuei-jin with such per-
sonal relationships can often bargain with their spirit
allies to obtain one of the ally’s less powerful servitors

to create a permanent item — normally with the
provision that the item be destroyed (and the spirit

released) after a few years. In either case, the sorcerer
must sacrifice some of her own life force to bind the
spirit to th'e_itf:m. To create a greater elemental instru-

ment, the Kuei-jin takes part in a nightlong ritual at a
dragon nest and the player makes a Charisma + Rituals
roll {d1fﬁcu1ty 9). If the roll is successful, a greater

clemental instrument is the result. If it fails, the vessel
shatters, along with any magical constraints holding
the spirit. Regardless of the success or failure of the rite,

the vampire loses a point of permanent Yang.

The Storyteller and the player should work together
to determine the powers of any items created via the use
of the Fabrication of the Elemental Instrument. Ex-

amples of both lesser and greater elemental instruments
are provided later in this chapter. As a general rule, the

maximum level of the artifact that a vampire can create
from a given spirit is equal to the Power of the spirit
divided by 10 and rounded down. A ritualist cannot

create an artifact whose level is greater than her Yang

score at the beginning of the rite.

Wmmuq THE PENANGALLAN
(Lever 7 Rjre)

Among the vampires of the Golden Courts, the
term penangallan describes a Kueisjin who has ful-
filled certain prerequisites: These include reaching
an advanced state o thE enlightenment (Dharma 6),

- " o
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possessing female sexual characteristics, having borne
a child after taking the Second Breath and accumu-
lating enough resources that she need never take
another husband to increase her wealth.

But this position is not simply a matter of fulfilling a
few preconditions. To become a true penangallan, a
vampire must survive a grueling initiation similar to the
rite used by the mandarins of the Quincunx to crown
ancestors. [t comprises aseries of tests where the prospec-
tive penangallan demonstrates her Dharmic knowledge,
combuat skills and ability to endure and overcome pain.
If the participant survives, the penangallan who tested

“_;her celebrate by forcing the hallucinogenic poison used
in Donning the Necklace of Skulls between her lips and

dragging her through the ritual dance and the subse-
quent orgy. If she fails, her corpse is left for the Eye of
Heaven, and the dust of her remains that are left when
night falls are used in the garden of the peﬁa:gaﬂan who
sponsored her when she wasa langsuir.

System: : Therite involves three parts: atest of Dharrruc
knowledge, a test of combat ability and a test of endurance.
Each test requires the player to maké ‘anextended roll at
difficulty 7. In the first, the player rolls Yang three times, in
the second, she rolls her Martial Arts, Melee and Firemm;‘sj_
once each, and in the third, she rolls her Stamina three

times. In each case, she must accumulate five successes in.

those three rolls for her character to pass the test.

If the vampire fails the first test, she loses face and
‘cannot take the test for five years. If she fails the second
test, she suffers the Little Death (including a roll fora
possible act of blindness) and cannot take the test for o
another year. If she fails the third test, she dies the Final

- Death, and her soul falls into Yomi. If she passes t;hef..""t
initiation, the penangallan gains several benefits:

. H&I maximum Yang Chi is increased by 3.

® The plﬂyerﬂ}ayﬁpend one more point of Chi perturn
than the vampir 'Eﬁhm le:vgi would mrmaﬁﬁs allow.

o Her m msnm soul are decreased in
difficulty by 2. 41 i

® She no lunger &ﬁéﬁﬂ’ﬁ i s lﬂ(ehhocn:l of fire
soul associated with permanent Yang imbalance.

These abilities last so long as the vampire continues

 to exist. Like Donning the Necklace of Skulls, this rite

is shared with the Bnlhant Embers sect of the Devil-
Tiger Dharma.

ELEMENTAL iusmmm's

These Iﬁaglﬂ‘al devices produced by the Thousand-
Faced Thunder sect have a technological appearance, and
typicallyalsofeature technological mannerismsand inter-
faces. In the modern era these are electronic, but transis-

tonzed mechanical and even clockwork versions of some

of these items exist. However, beyond the requirements of
similarity for sympathetic magic, these objects are not
actually functional technology. Their power and effects
come purely from the spirits bound within them.



Level One At’m. guin
The temble s%cepﬂbﬂlty to disease of Y ng _,J.addled

propensity for ph!fsicalf indulgence. As with ﬁ{e; Wm.e  preet

Bottle of Plenty (see below), some Thrashing ﬂ‘ragmﬂ
have turned to elemental instruments for the answer.

This artifact is a scentless, clear and sﬂmﬁﬁ'h&t Lhmh  Daya

cream made by binding spirits of health into a"

ointment of some sort. Applied to an 1rhdiwd|;la[ iitprﬁ- Wm‘i iR

vents any dlseases he has from spreading unti

sunrise, no m&ttE‘r hqrw \ftfﬂltﬁt ﬁleai&eﬁﬁ or h&w ihti*-
mate the contact— including drinking the target’s blood. -
This is often useful mc:rcummm other than sex, such
as when a Thrashing Dragon must go out in publie whlle
she is herself infected with some disease.

Each dot of the Artifact Background that a player ta]&a:;; 2 e

provides her with four uses of the ointment, which is often =
disguised as a sex lubricant of some sort. Note that this
ointment provides only one-way protection; the sub]ect

can still contract diseases, she simply cannot spread them. J‘L e

SERVICE JNTERCHANGE TaLjsMAN

Level One Aftifact w

Made with the assistance of a spirit.of foads ﬁnd
highways, these items are stiff redplastic prayer strips that
include one-way pull-through connectors. Once a Ser-
vice Interchange Talisman is attached to a telephone,
cable, gas, water, electricity or other utility connection,
the meter will never be shut off. Mortals fail to take note
of the undue usage, and meter inspectors simply ignore
them. It cannot reconnect a disconnected utility, how-
ever. If the Service Interchange Talisman is tampered
with or removed, the protection is voided, and the char-
acter may be billed or their service terminated. However,

this only removes thie protection, it:does not call spemﬁc 4

attention to the situation. It will nﬂtba spotted until the/
next audit or billing cycle. Characters can change DE
replace the tags if they are careful about their timing.

Service Interchange Talismans/are single-use arti-

facts — they cannot be moved from utility to utility,

Taking Service Intefr&w Talismans as an artifact

provides the character with a dm of them, which is

enough to provide full cumiﬂnﬁ to two houses or
survival services to a half«dm

me Boms urPum

Level One Artifact gt “: o

It takes a great quantity of i mm‘xmants for a Kuei-jin’s
corpse-body to feel the effects of aé’ug The Wine Bottles of
Plenty are the ritualist’s answer to ﬂ@ In'abiem lesser

elemental instruments created byt spiritofvice i
a bottle of wine. From the time the bc:ﬁ:le sopened until the
nextsunrise, the wine inside will not nmﬂﬁtmﬁﬂa.s the bottle
is broken or deliberately emptied out. The wine reaches the

halfway mark, and then never noticeably descends, no
matter how much is consumed or how many mpie share it.

ii‘
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Origi itualwasused. primarily with skms or
pOts © :ﬁﬁn&, bu&ﬁﬂav it is typlcaﬂy used on'bottled wine
of tthsE@rt Versions also exist that provide beer,

riskey, ¢ ckcmn, ma:ﬁuﬂﬂa opium, morphine and
" any other %x “imaginable. Each*dot of this
e cha tam pMdes him with five such

:aSﬁidE{fspmts Into an
Ihﬁdevlce is a rugged

%«Ecmn, a number of bUItGIﬁ i’lnd; &vﬁetal [/O ports. The

ot

box isplugged into the cumterhy running a cable from
~ oneofthe data tap’s 1/O ports to the computer’s keyboard
Lor Ak

] ‘port, and then ﬁ1iwtrg a normal computer
oard into the data tap: The spider spirit in the tap
s the machme%awinzerfage to accept commands

or }_-f_n;:l& character’s hﬂ‘ybmrd ‘This takes a few seconds
; anﬁfﬁce worker’s sﬁ}mphﬁﬁ,mmutes or even hours for

S :-\.
et

atnrage capacm . The tap@n dtspiay most file types via
" an nnbnar _:.? (s h%&l mphlsucated array of code~

.ﬁ;_ L

) mil tary or high-sectirity ::deg
1es may take cﬁﬁ Tl’ne tap has sophisticated status
ays ﬁieaperatmn, aﬂd characters with

¢, cards, these| Brtifacts are
” '_jth lmgﬂs similar to th{}SE

i\, der, they reglster
i&i‘m sW 1thd rawal or

these f |nme(

| ad "',ﬁ;@w of these devices
E&Bad ﬂﬁen attracts the attention of
15, Characters who use these devices
longer work, or that they've

is spiritually’®

the FWEM&I‘&

. ’Bemme a target fur Metal Dragon demon-hunters. Wise

Thousand-Faced Thunders use them to pay for moderate,
regular expenses, such as rent, or to fund efforts to flee
attack or survive the loss of their lair.
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CamMourLaGE SUT
Level Three Artifact

These suits are created by trapping a spirit of night
and darkness, and are normally patterned after the
battle dress of various elite forces, with cargo pockets,
rip-resistant fabric, a back brace and armored knee
and elbow pads. Most have integral type I or IIb body
armor, and all includé hoods and CBR facemasks.
When the suit is worn, the character can invoke the
Yang spirit within it to muffle her scent and her
infrared and radar signatures. The suit also blends in
with the vampire’s surroundings, softening the edges
of her outline and making her more difficult to spot.
The result is a +2 increase in the difficulty of Alert-
ness or Stealth tests to find the character. The suit
does not amplify or enhance more powerful magical
stealth effects like Shrouded Moon (Yin Prana ® ) and
White Tiger Corpse (Bone Shintai ® ®). Camouflage
suits are powered by the spirit’s energy, which is
limited, and which recovers slowly. It costs one Chi
per scene to power the suit’s effects, and the spirits
bound into these suits normally have 10 Chi available
for such effects. This Chi returns at the rate of one
point per day, but this recovery time is halved at a
dragon nest or in the Yang World.

61

Level Four Artifact

These weapons are made by binding a tiger-spirit
into a baton. In ancient days, these were made with the
spirits of fierce tiger-generals, and the Cathayans of the
Thousand-Face Thunder used them to pursue unrigh-
teous spirits through the jungle night. In the modern
nights, the tiger-spirits used are typically those who have
been pressed into urban duties of some sort — serving as
the mascots of some army force or overseeing the depre-
dations of the secret police. Their separation from the
wild and their dark duties have changed these beasts.
Once, these weapons were made in the shape of ornate
sistrums, and struck musical blows at the enemies of
righteousness. Now, they are made in the form of slick,
black plastic riot batons with steel cores, to provide more
titting homes for their inhabitants.

The artifact drives those that it strikes to panic and
submission, in addition to causing the regular damage of
a riot baton. The victim’s player must make a reflexive
P’o roll (difficulty 6) every time the character is struck.
Failure sends the vampire into wave soul and causes her
to flee. If the target is a mortal, Cainite or other being,

the player rolls Courage. The victim enters Rotschreck
or simple panic if the roll fails.
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Amrr;ous FOR Hmn's Eu 'I'nzmi

The fﬂllawmg are adaptatmns for/some of the
Disciplines, rites and artifacts for Thrashing Dfagoris:
The Storyteller has final say on what is permissible in
game. Refer to the main“text for more camplﬂe in-
setting descnptmna of these abilitiess

New DjscipLine 'I'Ecmlmm
A character wishing to learn these new tach

(or Disciplines) indicated beside the technique: He
must then seek out a teacher who knows'the tech-

nique. The cost of these is based on’the level lof |
knowledge necessary to study the technique (so a

technique that requires Advanced Yang Prana will
cost nine experience points). Study/times are at the
discretion of the Storyteller, who may choose to in-
crease ordecrease learning time based on the character’s
diligence.

New characterssmaymot enter play with these

techniques.

AxnjrmarL Forv Dragon Dance
(Seconp juTERMEDjATE YanG Prana)

This is an advanced version of the Dragon Dance
(see Laws of the East, page 138) that incorporates
techniques observed from the animal world to make
the Kuei-jin’s battle style even deadlier.

System: The power costs one Yang Trait just like
the normal Dragon Dance and grants all the same
benefits as it (not suffering wound penalties, a free
retest on attempts to resist mental domination, etc.).
The character’s animal stance also gives his attacks a

bestial ferocity — the Kuei-jin’s brawling, martial arts

or/melee combat attacks inflict an extra level of tO act slﬂ?.

damage. In addition, the vampire's animal reflexes

and natural grace make him react quickly to threats;

his brawland melee attacks are considered to have the ¥
Speed special ability (like & knife or nunchaku). This |
special ability does not work if the character is using a

melee weapon but does not have the Melee Ability or
is using a weapon with a s;m&-re]ﬁtf:d Negative Trait

(such as Slow).

- EjguroLp Mqﬂmﬂ

(Seconp juTERMEDjATE Yn&q Prana)

Some Thrashing Dragons learn the Eightfold Yang
Barrier in place of the illusion-based Eightfold Yang
Mantle. Through the use of this power, the.vampire

concentrates her Yang-charged aura into a crackimg-’?

energy field around her. Blows struck against her are
softened or even blocked by her aura.

P

- gender with minimal alteration and remain recogniz-

Sﬂtam Thl$ mmique Cﬂsts two Yang Traits to

: fac.twate for a scene arbd am:s ‘the vampire extra
health levels like armor. Tﬁe number.of health levels

of protection the ban:ler grants depends on the type of

~ attack. The barrier grants three levels against attacks
from metallic weapons, two levels ‘against attacks
Vmade with non-metallic items, and a single level

against sources of

aggravated damage. These health

niques must acquire the necessary level of Discipline levels are the first to absorb an?damage;, and disappear

at the end of the scene if they haw not been used.

I JNTERMEDJATE ﬁm Gmmﬂ

Using this power, avampire ¢an change his or her

able to acquaintances. Thisis important in the Golden
Courts, where being femle and able to bear children

is an important patt of Status as a penangallan.

- System: This power costs three Yang Traits and
one Willpowet Trait and requires about 15 minutes of
concentration. Thispower governs only the ability to
change bﬁtween the two regular genders. Vampires
who wish to experiment with alternate equipment or
with combining genders will have to master the Ten
Thousand mes:tgchmque

Sincesuchachar 2iSphysically 1mp0551b[e (with-
out mderable t:m and expense), the Gender
Changed player is mﬁﬁﬂ to wear clothing that is
e 1&1erﬂnndes cript aragipmpnate to hisnew gender
wellas a r.ag that @ﬁlnﬁea him as looking like the
opposite sex. This takes considerable maturity. to
mleplafm live-action, and should not be used as an
opportunity wmaﬁe ﬁtﬁ&r giﬁ‘yers uncomfortable or
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fe.mulata mﬂfﬂw mumai?‘s phyﬁcai chaxac teristics.

T}lﬂsﬁng dragon: who prﬂt%lﬁtthﬁ*ﬁgex‘ﬁtﬂe mar-
tial arts ﬂftﬁn grow. terrible claws, while those who
practice Monkey Style are know for their amazing
flexibility. Vampires who lﬂ{ﬂ.thﬁ ability, however,
are not silky, attractive hybrids of mansand animal.
Their bodies are Waﬂd '; l?kﬂ'laphdl and red,
torn flesh marks Whelrﬁ thenew-grown animal features

tear thrauﬁ'( the vampir f_ﬂ ﬁ&sh
~ System: This W&rm at least two Yang Traits

to activate and lasts for one scene. It makes all the

character’s hand-to-hand attacks cause lethal dam-

o
=
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age. In addition, the player can purchase other benefits
with the Yang Traits spent to activate Fur and Fangs.
Benefits must be cleared with a Storyteller and can
include:

® Gaining the Speed special ability for unarmed
attacks (one Yang Trait).

* Gaining extra levels in the Dodge Ability (one
Yang Trait per level).

® Gain extra Bruised health levels (two Yang
Traits per health level).

Most Thrashing Dragons use this ability in con-

junction with the Yang Prana technique Animal Form
Dragon Dance.

THousanp Ljce Spies
(Aovancep FiesH SHiNTaj)

Mastered by the Ten Seasons sect, this power is
not unlike the ability Pelesit, but in a much advanced
and subtle form. The Kuei-jin sheds tens of thousands
of tiny mites, each far smaller than apinhead, and uses
them to spy into the area where they were dispersed.

System: This power costs one Yang Trait to acti-
vate and requires the vampire to shake off a cloud of
mites. The player should inform a Narrator that her
vampire has done so and where. The vampire can then
leave the area and, simply by concentrating, perceive
what transpires in the location where the mites are.
She can also use the mites to search the area thor-
oughly, uncovering anything she can see through

normal perception, no matter how well hidden. The

mites vanish with the next sunrise. They are not
visible to normal means of electronic surveillance, but
a vampire with Chi Sight or Sharpened Senses may spot
them with a successful Mental Challenge. Ritual fumi-
gation or the ritual Harmonious Shielding of the Guarded
Home will destroy them, as will sunlight.

PorLoNg (Anvm Fiesu SHinTa;)

This is a more advanced form of a pelesit. Like a
pelesit, the polong is a creature created from the

vampire’s own flesh. While it can act on its own, the

vampire can sense through the its eyes and exert
Disciplines through the effigy as well.

System: A polong is created in fashion similar
to a pelesit. The player spends three Yang Traits,
one Willpower Trait and one or more health levels.
For each health level spent, the polong has two
health levels, three Physical Traits, two Mental
Traits and two levels of Brawl. Polongs can also bite
for a level of lethal damage. The vampire can trans-
fer Chi Traits to the polong (as many as he has to
give if he wishes). He shares his senses with polong
as if it were an extension of his body, and the
creature shares the vampire’s/Abilities and Mental

. | = 5 - -

Attributes. The vampire can use his full range of
sensory abilities and all his Disciplines through the
polong, although he can’t make the creature create
yet more polongs from itself. It can create pelesits,
but the vampire cannot control these directly.
Controlling the polong requires concentration. If
the vampire uses Disciplines through the polong, it
is the Chi Traits invested in the creature that
power the ability. Once the creature exhausts this
Chi, it-must return to the vampire and consume
more Chi. Polongs can also use Chi to heal them-
selves as if they were normal vampires. Powers that
require the expenditure of Willpower Traits can-

not be channeled through the polong. Like pelesits,

polongs can speak in a shrill voice and the vampire
may speak through it as well. Creatures given wings
are able to fly, but giving them this endowment
costs an additional health level which provides no
other benefit. If the polong is destroyed, the vam-
pire must make a wave soul check from the shock.

A polong should be represented with:a prop card
and given to a Narrator if it is sent away from the

vampire.

RjTes oF DajLy Enmuc:

More than any other Kuei-jin, Thrashing Drag-
ons use rituals to commemorate everyday events. The
following rites have no direct benefits in terms of
game rules and do not require the expenditure of
Traits. They are, however, part of leading unlife as a
Thrashing Dragon and can lead to auspicious occa-
SIOMS.

Greeming THE Sun (Basjc Ryre)

To the Tlmlng Dragons, there is_neo 51ght

more holy than the face of the sun: The eternal
symbol of the August Personage of Jade’s infinite
benevolence, the sun brings life and light to the
world. Without its radiance, the Tapestry would
weaken and die. Before retiring for the day, every

faichful Thrashing Dragon petforms a simple ritual

to welcome the sun back to the world. The vampire
assumes a meditative posture, facing east, and begins
to center himself as the sky lightens. Many attempt
to remain in this pﬂstutgfuntil the sun has risen fully
above the horizongbutitis permitted for the vampire
to adjourn to his lair after three mortal heartbeats.
Dragons'who are permanently Yin-imbalanced are
said to suffer from being unable to perform this rite.

Praxver ror Taxing Lire (Basjc Ryre)

When a Thrashing Dragon consumes a creature
to sustain itself, he has incurred a debt to the world as
awhole that he can never repay. In acknowledgement



of this debt, the vampire'offers prayers to the spirit of
the fallen creature and to Heaven, which has allowed

the vampire to continue his existence, even at such a;

great price to creation. The ritual itself isasimpleone,
consisting of an hout-long prayer followed by an
offering of food, wine and paper goods to the spirit of

the deceased, and by burning bundles of prayer strips
entreating Heaven to grant specialdispensation to the
victim. It must be performed within threedays of the
from ::nmbat, cannot use Demon Chi or enter any

victim's death: While there issno direct mechamcal

benefit to perfarmmg the ritual, failure to acknowl-
edge a victim’s death with this rite may find the

vampire suffeﬂn_g mﬂmta, of bi’lﬂ(ﬁwss at ineppor-
tune times due'to her lack of respect for création.

RiTe ror Gjving Birte (Basjc Rye)

This ritual is practiced as the Kuei-jin gives birth

vampire meditates on the birthing pains, using them

nature of life illustrated. There is no direct mechanical
effect, but a Thrashing Dragon.ismore likely to expe-
rience dén during birth if she performs this ritual.

RjTES OF SORCEROUS JNTENT

The following powerful rites are unique to the
Dharma, and most are protected as secrets of the faith.
They are taught only to trusted members of the sect.

Donnjng THE NECKLACE OF SKULLS
{inrErmEDjATE RjTE)

This dangerous rite is used by the penangallan of
the Golden Courts before battles and as part of their

religious celebrations. One or more vampires can take
part — all participants imbibe a powerful hallucino-
genic poison and begin to dance. When it is over, the

vampitesieither enter a battle-trance or an {}rgiastic,“_?{_ md sw:h wﬁudg requu-es:{mly rjus rite.

5 Sﬂtﬂm ﬂmwm&aﬂxm aﬁpmtlsafalrl’,'
System: The dance lasts for about an hour, and © comp

state, dependingon the circumstances.

every atom of the vampire’s being becomes saturated
with the poison. At the end of the dance, the halluci-
nogenic effects take hold and the participants must
make Static Willpower Challenges to control the
hallucinations. It is easier for a group of vampires to
master the hallucinations caused by the poison; each
participant gains a free retest for every other partici-
pant. Each vampire in the group must know the ritual.
If the player fails the challenge, the vampicre is left
paralyzed and helpless in a hallucinatory state. Thﬂﬁe
whose players succeed enter an ecstatic trance, be-
coming sharply aware of sensual input for the remain-

 Yang Pmnﬂam
ilan&fadt n&tmthehalhmm&gmmmwears off. A

~ anything she perceives as hostile. Vampir
:_:1::11r the ritual do not attack one another or their allies.

'mﬁ. ptﬁf! |' Efii trl'ﬂi i

‘the scene: 'ﬁus grants the ‘U’Hmpll‘ﬁ 2 NUDer of
combat advaritages: The vampire gains an extra ac-

tion fﬂE&“ hﬂndwt@'w MCI(S suffers.no wound

"-penalues, and gains a number of special Yang Traits
_%_equal to ‘her star

, P"ﬂ% G@Yang Traits. These
tom” Yan_g Traits canvbe used only to fuel the

inciple @Mmtﬁrﬁ}mgﬂn Dance,

y on ol

e under the eﬁ'ﬂcﬁ of ﬁliﬁ' ritual never retreats

soul state, and reacts directly and aggressively to
es affected

- This'dangerous ritual can only be safely per-

7 g fnmed b’y someone who knows the Dragon Dance

¥ 5*‘5qu1 as ‘Welcoming the Pemm,gaﬂm or Naming the
to a dhampyr, and is a celebration of the event. The = Ancest

liate Yang Prana) and has survived a rite

¢ Mortals who ingest the poisons used in this

! nruaf. fﬁe after houts of tiemfylng hallucinations.
as a reminder of the pain of Yomi: She reflects alsoon

the world’s harsh beauty; at.the heart of this most
wondrous event there is agony, and the young enter
the world screaming and covered in blood. Thus isthe

Supernatural beings who ingest the hallucinogens

without appropriate psychic reinforcement go into a
‘killing frenzy for the duration, and emerge with a

number of derangements equal to (10 - their Will-
power PGDD m:nadﬂess ¢an only be cured through

Purification (Intermediate Chi'iu Muh) or
some Etfﬂﬁﬁﬂ? mtent maglcal curative.

This ritual is also used by Kuei-jin of the Brilliant
Embers Ml*’f'iger sect.

'I'm mmmﬂl or YanG Srmf

__ jaTe RjTE)
The Tl‘uashmg,ﬂlfagons of the Thousand-Faced

Thunﬂer MExﬂrﬁ heir mastery over lesser spirits
of the t:etiime;lbgm&l domain — little elementalsiof

data, atomic power ‘and honeycomb composites.

bmﬁ ﬂiﬁe ¢reatures for use in
talismans, wh reqml‘%s this ritual and the ritual
abricati nfikeﬁ‘ ment Iﬂsmtas well. Other
thwuse themas valéts, servantsand guards,

They sometimes

 ritual, and cannot ‘he tmmci out without

“ludes a having lit brazier
and a number chmumal sbiects (bells, censers,
etc.). Therefore, using the ritual as a defense against
hostile s@:ms is impo: "j’hl&, unless the Kuei-jin has
some means ﬁii’ 1 cing it to hold still (typically. the
Tapestry powerChizshaping), an intelligerit spirit may
“ ”"':.j'ngaﬁdif&avc the area.

realize what 13 \ar

Kuei-jin | I'm.ﬁt he abie to.sense the spirit to trap

it Tgpmaﬁyr Ky '#}h’i enters an area of the
‘Middle ngdﬂm uppumtt the area of Yang Mirror

Lands where the spirit to be bound is located. After
immobilizing the spirit, she begins placing the leash.




Tiger's Claws, Dragon’

This takes 30 minutes of out-of-game time, and is
generally done in private. The rite involves many
ritual acts such as burning incense and inscribing
diagrams, and spending Yang Traits. The player then
faces a Mental Challenge against the spirit’s Will-
power (retest with Occult). If successful, the spirit is
bound for a number.®f lunar months equal to Yang
Traits spent during the rite. The Kuéi-jin can renew
the effects of the leash onsasspirit, but must free it for
at least the duration of the rite. During this time, the
spirit is likely to attempt toflee or destroy the Kuei-

jin. This ritual cannot be used to bind individual

spitits with a Power Pool greater than 40, though
there are more powerful versions available to manda-
rins and bodhisattvas.

A Kuei-jin can safely control spirits whose total
Power Pool is equal to or less than 20 x (Yang Traits +
Occult Ability Levels). When the vampire passes the
limit of safe control, compare the bound spirit’s Rage
Traits to the sorcerer’s Willpower Traits. For every 10
points of cumulative Powetithe sotcerer controlsibe-

yond her safe limit,subtract oneWillpower Trait. Any

spirits who have more Rage Traits than the sorcerer’s
adjusted number of Willpower Traits atéincreasingly
free of the magician’s control: A spirit who has only
one extraRage Trait is occasionally disobedient; one
with three extra Traits is openly willful, and one with
five extra traits slips the Scarlet Silk Leash completely.

Tue Thousanp-Evep SORCERER
(nTErMEDIATE RjTE)

Through the use of thisfite, the sorcerer binds a

number of tiny Yang spirits to him. The'exact number
of spirits is irrelevant, for all are so small.as to be

individually insignificant. Kuei-jin use these spirits to

keep tabs on a person or place, and can see through the
eyes of these minute spirits with concentration.

System: This ritual takes six hours, and the results

last unitil the next full moon. A Kuei-jin who already

has his Thousand Evyes deployed can perform this ritual
on the full moon to tenew his control overhis servants
and continue his surveillance without interruption.
For every level of Oceult the Kuei-jin possesses, he
may control enough spirits to watch one target. The
target can be a person, place or object, but thesorcerer
must carry the spirits with hin until he “attaches”
them, and they are clearly visible as.a horde of tiny
spirit-creatures swarming around him. To attach the

spitits to a target, the sorcerer must touch the target

and make a ritual gesture with the other hand. This is

subtle enough that Shrouded Moon (Basic Yin Prana)

conceals it, but any informed person who 'ﬁitnesse:_s
this knows the Kuei-jin has done something magical.
After they have been attached, the$piritsbound by the
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Thousand-Eyed Sorcerertite are very subtle — they can
only be detected with spirit sight or seen from the
Yang World, and even then the player must make a
Static Mental Challenge to spot the spirits. -

The spirits have a Power, Rage, Chi and Willpower
Pool of 1, and are stopped by any wards. Spirits bound
with thisritual do not count against the maximum powet
the magician can control using the Scarlet Silk Leash.

FABRJCATION OF THE Em'ﬂﬂm..

(Apvanceo Ryre)

Thrashing Dragons, pamcularly ﬁmaenf the Thou-
sand-Faced Thunder sect, frequently bind spirits into
objects, creating powerful artifacts. Objects to be
enchanted must be constructed of fine materials —
spirits will not dwell in inferior residences, even if
bound into servitude. The most important thing is
that the shape of the housing matches the purpose of
the spirit — a spirit of eroti¢ love will have little
interest in an automatic pistol as a home.

System: The sorcerer must first obtain and pre-
pare the object tobe efichanted. The vampire need
not prepare it himself, but whoever who crafts it must
be a master (three levels of Crafts). Next;the sorcerer
must convince the spirit toenter the object, and the
process he uses to achieve this depends on whether he
intends to create a temporary or permanent artifact.
Social Challenges may be necessary for reluctant or
recalcitrant spirits.

- Temporary artifacts — also called lesser elemental
instruments — are relatively easy to create. A spirit
bound by the Scarlet Silk Leash can be placed into such an
object during a version of this rite four hours in length.
This ritual must be conducted in a dragon nest, and

requires thesacrifice of at least one d of incense and
onepound of jade. After the sacrifices, the player makes

a Static Social Challenge (difficulty of eight Traits). The
artifact can be used once for a successful challenge and
one extra time for each Chi Trait the player spends (he
need not spend any to create a sifigle-use item).

Spirits do not usually partake in the creation of a
permanent magical item, called a greater elemental
instrument, even if bound. In order to be forced into
such an item, the spirit musteither be beaten to O Power
in spirit combat or restrained via Chi-shaping. Spirit
allies of the Thousand-Faced Thunder sect are the
exception. In either case, the sorcerer must sacrifice
some of her own life-force to bind the spirit to the item.
To create a greater elemental_m_suument the Kuei-jin
takes part in a nightlong ritual at a dragoninest and the
player must win two Static Secial Challenges (diffi-
culty of nine Traits). If they are both successful, a
greater elemental instrument is the result. Ifit fails, the
vessel shatters, as do any magical constraints holding

the spirit. Regardlﬁss of the success or failure of the rite,
the vampire permanently loses a Yang Trait.

The Storyteller and the player should work together
to determine the powers of any items created via the use
of the Fabrication of the Elemental Instrument. Asa general
rule, the maximum level of the artifact that a vampire can
create from a given spirit is equal to the Power of the spirit
divided by 10 and rounded down. A ritualist cannot
create an artifact with a level greater than her number of
Yang Traits at the beginning of the rite.

WeLcomingG THE PENANGALLAN
{Abvancep RjTE)

To become a true penangallan, a vampire must sur-
vive a grueling initiation similar to the rite used by the
mandarins of the Quincunx to crown ancestors. It com-
prises a series of tests where the prospective penangallan
demonstrates her Dharmic knowledge, combat skills and
ability to endure and overcome pain. If the participant
survives, the penangallon who tested her celebrate by
forcing the hallucinogenic poison used in Donning the
Necklace of Skulls between her lips and dragging her
through the ritual dance and the subsequent orgy. If she
fails, her corpse is left for the Eye of Heaven.

System: The rite involves three parts: a test of
Dharmic knowledge, a test of combat ability and a test
of endurance. Each test requires the player to pass three
Static Challenges. In the first, these are three Yang
Challenges; in the second they are Physical Challenges
(related to combat — Brawl, Firearms, Martial Arts
and Melee are all acceptable grounds for testing); in the
third, they are Physical Challenges (these tests are
related to Stamina). She must pass all challenges (after
appropriate retests, if necessary) to pass the tests.

If the vampire fails the first test, she losesface and
cannot take the test for five years. If she fails the
second test, she suffers the Little Death (including a
test for a possible act of blindness) and cannot take the
test for another year. If she fails the third test, she dies
the Final Death, and her soul falls into Yomi. If she
passes the initiation, the penangallan gains several
benefits:

* Her maximum number of Yang Traits is in-
creased by 5.

® The player may spend one more Chi Trait per turn
than the vampire’s Dharma level would normally allow.

® She is one Trait up to resist wave soul.

® She no longer suffers the increased likelihood of
fire soul associated with permanent Yang imbalance.

These abilities last so long as the vampire con-
tinues to exist. Like Donning the Necklace of Skulls,
thisrite is shared with the Brilliant Embers sect of the
Devil-Tiger Dharma.




ELEMENTAL JNSTRUMENTS

These magical devices produced by the Thousand-
Faced Thunder sect have a technological appearance,

and typically also feature technological mannerisms and
interfaces. In the modern era these items are electronic,
but can also be tramSistorized, mechanical and even
clockwork versions. However, beyond the requirements
of similarity for sympatheti¢‘agic, these objects are not

actually functional technology. Their power and effects »

- Swapy ErLkcrrjc BaANKNOTES

come purely from the spirits bound within them.

SERVICE JNTERCHANGE TaljsMAN
Level One Artifact

Made with the assistance of a spirit of roads and
highways, these items are stiff red plastic prayerstrips that
include one-way pull-throughconnectors. Oneea Service
Interchange Talisman is attached to a telephone, cable,
gas, water, electricity or other utility connection, the
meter will never be shut off. Service Interchange Talis- .
mans are single-use artifact§ ==ithey cannot be,moved
from utility to utlhqr Takm:g Service Interchange Talis-
man asa MagicArtifactpr mdtsﬂ'aecharacwwﬁ*tadmen
of them, which is.enotigh to provide ﬁﬂimemm‘m to
two housés or mwalmm o ah.a%f«iwen.

Wine Bomn oF Prenty
Levef One Aﬂlfact

| Ittakﬁagmatquannwc}fmmxicantsfmal(uepﬁms
corpse-body to feel the effects of a drug. The Wines
Bottles of P‘Ienqr are the ntuahst sanswer to this prDb«
lem: lesser elemental instruménts created by bindinga

spirit of vice into a bottle'of wine. Fromi the time, tim:

bottleds opened until the next sunrise, the wine mde -
sottle is broken or deliberately
“emptied out. Versmrmﬂmtmwie beer, whiskey, c:mck'

will notrunout unless the b

cocaine, marijuana, {:@ilﬁn, MP}W and pra
- any other drug imaging

bﬂtﬂes which need: Ms:mm ﬁxe,ﬁame dz'ug.

Level Two Artifaer L ‘

Data taps are made 1 amd&:»@mm m‘l:ﬂ
an electronic device of des;@. This d&ﬂce is a
rugged black plastic box with *a -fesnhttinn mono-

chrome screen, a number of ons and several 1O
- ports. The box is plugged into thﬁ'w_'f' puter by&mmng
a cable from one of the data tap’s 1/O ports to the

computer’s keyboard or TTY port, and then plugginga
- normal computer keyboard into the data tap. The
spider spirit in the tap rewrites the machine’sinterface

. to accept commands from the character’s keyboard.
». This takes a few seconds for an.offiée worker’s com-
| putﬂ' mh'mtﬂs mﬁmmﬁf hlgh-'EECtll'l[Y systems.

le ate also avﬁ%h,ﬁachlewl - knee
of Magic Artifact taken for this grants the character two

Data taps are designed to steal data, and have vast
storage capacities. The tap can display most file types
via an onboard browser, and has a sophisticated array of
code-cracking tools built in. Commercial codes can be
cracked in a few hours, while military or high-security
coding schemes may take days. The tap has sophisti-
cated status displays for all stages of the operation, and
characters with computer skills may enhance the data
tap’s performance by making a Static Mental Chal-
lenge to.modify the tap’s operating parameters.

Level Two Artifact
Made by binding spirits of finance and investment
into magnetie-striped plastic cards, these artifacts are
typically elaborately decorated, with logos similar to those
of real banks. If they are used in anATM or rurithrough
a debit or credit card reader, they register as providing
sufficient funds for the Kuei-jin’s withdrawal or purchase.
The merchant receives payraent for the transaction, but
- no records of the purchase remain. Verification attempts
always show the card as valid andidentified with whatever
address the user provides. The power of.these finance
spirits in the card is not great enough to allow single
purchases over the equivalent of $1,000, or expenses of

. more than $5,000 a day. Frequent use of these devices is

ﬁai:l:imalhr obtrusive, and often attracts the unwelcome
- attention of the Five Metal Dragons. Wise Thousand-
Faced Thunders use them to pay for regular livingexpenses
hkg rent, or for emergencies.

%mq: Sujr
fi%‘i?ﬁ Thtee: Artifact

Theses xitsare created by trapping a spirit of night
At ' Mﬁiﬂ *s:*1u::11‘rr|lall'1,F fashmned after the

* When the suit is worn, the |
?ang spirit within it to gain twoextra levels of Stealth.

- These extralevels cannot be used in conjunction with

" more powerful magical stealth effects like Shrouded
- Moon or White Tiger Corpse. ‘Camouflage suits can be
used five times a mgl'u:~1l each time lasting a full scene.

Baron oF I'hsm:
Level Fﬁurﬁmfact
 These weapons are made by binding a tiger-spirit

_into a baton. The artifact drives those that it strikes to
panic and submission, in addition to causing the

regular damage of a riot baton. The victim must test

“against wave soul every time she is struck. Cainites

test against Rotschreck, and mortals and other beings
simply make a Willpower Challenge or flee.
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The Dance of the Thrashing Dragon, thanks to
the Sowing of the Seeds, can be followed in many
different ways. Each Dragon is an individual, seeking
her own understanding of nature and the maya. The

templates in this section are only a sample of the

possibilities available for Dragon characters. Some

c(1938).

.....

are savage seductresses, while others are careful ma-
nipulators. All are Green Devils.

Each template is a balanced starting character for
Kindred of the East. You can use them as inspiration for
your own characters, while Storytellers can use them as
ready-made contacts, allies or antagonists in their stories.



Qum Yuu a&aﬁﬁyéry. . m!e Wt da ynu &o fu-r
“fixfi;,_.ia humg? i

Prelﬁﬂe You were just an@r.he{ putfupon woman.

. _Yﬂu grew wm a culture that expected you to be a sex-

~object and baby-making mar:hme, preferably with a

* child-tike intellect to educate as a hobby. You were:

never viewed as a full-fledged person. You Ve,

wanted more than that, but the truth was, you g
~ didn’t rffalhr know how to get it.

. For every one woman who clawed her
s .wa? to the top using her sex appeal and
- manipulative skills, there were a hundred | /
 that du{g %@ake it — you were one of (

dred. Maybe you believed the
wiong ¢~ , OF Were too obviously / <
| deaperaﬁ&, or maybe you just ac-
tually feﬂ in love. It’s so hard to
-~ tell after ﬂiﬁ fac t. Whatever the
_;caseiya_"";_ wded up pregnant by
P, A man whu fmﬂ to you about
flaas everythmg—r—hismama his job,
. his love for you. You could
hardhf blame him, you'd have
- wrung him for everything he
 was worth if you could, but you =~
hated him anyway. You were trapped —
~ the baby would start showing soon, and
- your parents would throw you out in the
~ street. But there was a way out, an easy
R way. You hung yourself in your closet
kune morning.
- Yourtrip to the Hell of the Upside
4 Dmm Sinnets was an unpleasant one,
S from what Yﬂ&member. All you had
 to cling to amidst the torment was
-‘-“lr:mtrage — that you would suffer ﬁor-.
" ever, thar ’f&;ur husband and hm ik 1 /
m;ght get to Heaven while you lin-
ot gag:ed* in I%%L Asi it turned out, that
":-*}e . ‘outrage was eﬁnugh. While th&ﬁ}ther
" E~‘l*:nunu:f1:+.c:d sinners suffered through
~ eternity, you rose again. The
- masked Thousand Whispers chih-
mei catchers were waiting for you.

They had you in jade :chams

before you even left the ground
- — thwarted again. They read
© your horoscope and gave you
 tothelangsuir to train. They
. needn’ thave’bﬂthemd w1th
- ag  reading the stars.
= Thiswaswhereyou

": *""‘-a--w

%ﬁbelﬂnged When

;;‘*@"‘ bgcﬂma ajina,
: f* o n; mll be m}thmg.

‘?’°:
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: c fﬂu Wefe a langmrr
fmm th& moment you left the ¢ grave.

Rol&ghymg Hints: You dﬁp&mtel'} want to be a

femme fatale. During life, you had neither the proper

 training to achieve t}usw luck to rely on until you
learned. Now, in death, you have ‘excellent teachers
leading you aiﬂng your chosen path ‘and you will fulfill
your dream,

Equipment: Cocktail dress high heels, bottle of

j “"'ﬂ\ 28\ Viagra, package of condoms, filleting knife
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Strength ®® 0000 Charisma ®® @000 Perception 00000
Dexterity @000 00 Manipulation. e @ @ ® 0 0 Intelligence @0 0000
Stamina ®@®@0000 Appearance. oo @ @ OO Wits 00000
ABjLiTHES
TALENTS SKILLS KNOWLIDGIES
Alertness ®@00000 AnimalKen @ 00000 Academics 000000
Athletics ©00000 Crafts 000000 Computer 000000
Brawl ®@ 00000 Drive 000000 Finance ®@00000
Dodge 000000 Etiquette @0 0000 Investigation. 000000
Empathy ®®e000 Firearms ® 00000 Linguistics ©@00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine 0O0000O0
Intimidation ®00000 Melee 000000 Occult 000000
Leadership ®00000 Performance. @@ 0000 Politics 00000
Streetwise ®00000 Stealth ®® 0000 Rituals 00000
Subterfuge ®00®00 Survival ®@00000 Science 000000
ADVANTAGES :
BACKGROUNDS
Qfmuﬁhmw_oooooe Mentor ©@00000 Q&ﬁfmgﬁaﬂiu
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O00000O0 O0000O0
O00000 O0000O0
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00 000000O0 Hurt -1 U
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eeee000000 M« T3
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00 000000O0
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- entshad buried you in. It only took
 afew days for the Thrashing Dragons

. P'oreminds you, some people think .
- youreajoke. Butyou're also asuper- \
~ natural monster with magic powers

 who kicked his way out of Hell, so

e

heart, you always knew you would be a

stodgy to accept a true playa like

out of the mess you woke up

all wasand the next thing \ P
you knew, you were claw '

| Quote ( spﬂken in English with an armcmtm }apar _
e ._';-_::;_neSﬂ accent) Fuck you, beotch! I'll put my Shaolin Fist
- rightin yﬂuar g’ﬂﬂ motherfucker! If you got beef with me,f

bring it on!

Preluda. Songe archetypes just don't fit in c.ertam

cultures. Witness, for example, hip-hop gangsters in

Japanese culture. But when you were alive, you were

proof that no matter how strange the scene, someone
would get into it. You grew up the child of a perfectly
respectable family — your father was a businessman and
your mother stayed at home. But in your

bﬂrd-mre gangster, ghettoornoghetto.

Much toyour family’s horror, you
becamﬁamember of a bosozoku biker
gang as soon as you were old enough
to drive, and being an oyabun in the
Yakuza was clearly just a few years
away. Orat least, that was the theory.
The Yakuza were probably a little too

£
G

yourself into their midst, and you'd
have had to shoot your way to the
top like Pacino in Scarface. Luck-
ily, a tragic motorcycle acci-
dent saved you from crushing
disillusionment.

And that’s what got you |

in. Be one of 7,000 drones
typing away in a cubicle
farm in the Wicked City?
Noway, G! Youweren't
self-aware enough to
know how hopeless it

ing your way out of the ex-
pensive funeral plot your par- '

to grab you and take you back for
education. You took well to their train-
ing — you'd always done well in school
— and after you passed the Fire and
Water test, you set out bravely into
the unlife. Thisis, after all, your chance
to be a real gangster, and this time,
no motorcycle accident is going to
stop you.

Roleplaying Hints: As your

yﬂu 11 % ﬁ_ ﬁiﬂt%fjrﬂutf _fatmwﬂ;h American htp-hﬁp .
culture, but for now, ”,ﬁ”ﬁ;arﬂ t&ﬁci"ng the talk, walking
the walk ‘af’ﬁ:l God h&lp ammn& Etupni Eru::ugh to mock

you for it. L

- Equtpméift; Gat; numhﬁck?s Tlmberlands the lat-
est urban Eashlﬂn frﬂm Amenca "*




NAME: 12ung Fu Rapper
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PLAYER: PO NATURE: T 1e Dermon DIRECTION: Sovth
CHRONICLE: DEMEANOR: 2rAVO WwWu:
PHYSICAL SOCIAL MENTAL
Strength ®@ 00000 Charisma ®®® 000 Perception @00000
Dexterity ©0@®®00 Manipulation. e @ ® 0 0 0 Intelligence 00000
Stamina ®@®0000 Appearance 00000 Wit @e00000
o ABjLTIES "
TALENTS SKILLS KNOWLEDGES
Alertness ®® 0000 AnimalKen 000000 Academics 000000
Athletics ®@ 00000 Cirafts 000000 Computer 00000
Brawl ®0@000 Drive @@ e 000 Finance 000000
Dodge ® 00000 Etiquette 000000 Investigation_ @ 00000
Empathy 000000 Firearms ®® @000 Linguistics 00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine O00000
Intimidation ®®0®000 Melee 00000 Occult 000000
Leadership 000000 Performance 000000 Politics 000000
Streetwise ®® 0000 Stealth 000000 Rituals 00000
Subterfuge ® 00000 Survival ®@00000 Science 000000
- L v ANTAGES
DiSCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS RITES
Demon Shintai @ oo o000  Allies ©00000 _Greeringthe Sun
YansgPrans 000000 InluenelUndinkldle @ @ 000
O00000 Mgsnokr 00000
000000 Xesoukees 000000
O00000 KXims @0000O0
—— DHARMA D¢ of the Thrashing Dkagon/ i
HUN Bruised J
@0 00000D0O0O Hurt -1
Injured 13
WILLPOWER Wounded -2
Mauled -2 QA
0 00 OO O0OO0O0 Crippled 5 0
QaaQaQaaal Incapacitated d

JMBALANCE
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':?"Eiu ﬁfb dd "";fve mﬂﬂd UP ina Eﬂ!% i*:-r wkmgsnnﬁt dee

e ~at all. You
lived for

- asifu. You were an excellent teacher, becalise you were |

i lfkmg Allyour control,

a,k

.....

fau found the cold oﬂ(akun

T e
ik o
4

ﬁhmmnhwwu

St owands the people
_-fmmzberealmesﬂf -:':
re good, but not good

| d;}aﬁs The mamal artist

- death,y K to ﬁw ﬁEDI‘M trammg for the Fire and |
E:H,d ]Gb, ﬂ' jﬁﬁt bummmg arnund drunk and EhlftleSS ' Wm Test ﬂ;& ﬁsh tﬁkﬂ& EQ“WEE:I. Now you walk the
your old man. You got into martial arts through one

o .. iapad, MWE& to fmd HFE Enhghtenme.nt and the
those in-school demonstrations. You'd bﬁenhavmg mﬁg of existence. i

 problems, and the teachers suggested it to your md as 2 JMEPEM [‘ﬁm Yw n o d the Thrashing
gmd wa?‘tﬂmtlll dlsmplme in ?ﬂu A _:;. i MDham and accept it,
ey hm,:?mttﬂhawntrecﬂvﬁred
Streng&xenw 'four body and your lcnnwledge. It dtdn" L ) _from the blow toyourperson-
even make you a bully, and least not in the normal sense.  ality that your trip to Yomi

But ',*nu sed your newfound self-control and the factthat -
new you could break their spine to build a wall

beMeﬁiﬁﬁﬁeif and the rest of the world. You'd nev&i'-%

e i

~ delivered. If someone puts
sﬂmefl'lmg in front of you to
leam, you do so reﬂf:xwﬂl',r,

liked an?ﬂne very much, and after a little = ' ” «hust ymu re deter-
while, _ _ W7o j'“_“, tmned to find
didn’t reall . GG 2 NS X . some-

~ like anv}'une = f

‘more to
life than
: ' L ]ustexcelience If
BIIEY'FEIU knew where to start.

- Equipment: Wooden sparring
¥ swa:rd average clothes, portable

: CD player
\ l,?::‘

?ﬂur d1sc i-
prizes you wnuid ever need and had estahhahm yourselfas

totally dispassionate; you didn’t care if your students /= . §)
 failed or succeeded. As long as theg.r paid their bills and '
learned fast enough, they weren't a total waste of your /| — -
time to train. You found other people like yourself,

and surrounded yourself with them. They were i
_your assistant instructors and your prize stu-

~dents. When you died of a heart attack at ag / e
39, they shrug ved, elected the best-qual1~ ' /
ﬁed leader to continue the school, “and /,._.--' 1

wen,t on. If you hadn’t gane to hﬁﬁ €l
’d have been p:raud ! A
xxxxxx o~ ol B0 :
But?nlgdidgﬂemﬂaﬂané e fiegn e

i not at all to your

all your restraint, had

o,

only left you terri- ‘
bly and eternally /

alone. Years of \

suppressed e W
rage and S i
bl.lrlﬂd an-. i w# " T *
ger  ex- L : '33

ploded, el ¢ T

and ¢ 49 ( Qb ol

- days later, N\ R

yourosefrom 4t Lo g

e Moiple, - T
ut@tended grave ol e
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PHYSICAL SOCIAL MIENTAL
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Dexterity @0 0@ 00 Manipulation. e e@000O0 Intelligence 00000
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ABjLITHES
TALENTS SKILLS KNOWLEDGIES
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Brawl 000000 Drive ® 00000 Finance ®@00000
Dodge ®®0000 Etiquette ®@® 0000 Investication. @ 00000
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Subterfuge 000000 Survival @@ 0000 Science O00000
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DISCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS | RITES
Demon Shintai @ 000 00 Hokoscoke @00000 @Greetingths Sun
YanaPrany @0 @0000 Menok 00000
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O00000 Kites ®@ O000O0
O0000O0 O0000O0
— DHARMA Dy of the Thirashing Dradon/| ciomseniles
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el “'.'f.‘:f;{}f behavior a lot in ch:ﬁﬁéen of single parents.
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~ Prelude: Ycau were &iwa?s the silent kid in the bac@; and _mandamﬁ:c; ntacts g you the ropes
- nf the room. You watched the other kids, the other ' you h

teachers, the netghber when she undressed. It waﬁﬂ
fascinating to see from the outside — how peuﬁk
reacted and acted when they thought they were alw il
and how that differed from how they o e Eqmpmsent* ﬁn ﬂﬁﬂcﬁ_ ﬁ
behaved when they knew the}' were N\
being nbserved

You w:e;e just a harmless voyeur
until you found a way to see into the
basement of the whorehouse where
the Party ﬁfﬁmaia had a good time.
Even then, you would have been fine,
except you got a little greedy. You
really had no idea how to set up a
blackmail plot so that you could
get the payﬁf without being
caught, but you sure thought
you did. The security forces
taught you otherwise,
though, and a wetwork spe-
cialist shot you twice in the
head with a silenced pistol
as you lay in the bushes
waiting for the payoff to
- be delivered. |

You rose from the
“quarry lake seven weeks
later, after careful ob-

servation showed you a
‘way out of Tou Mu's

| , ; fghtﬁnmamaﬂinm ]ust thnlls out of
tor’s oach to hfe }'ﬂu 'l soon be joining

—

Hell of Being Skinned
 Alive. Yourskillsasa
~ voyeur were useful |
even asachih-mei, and
you led the Devil-Ti-
“gers on quite a chase
~ until they finally tracked
-f}rnu down. You evaded
them for months, and they
didn’t catch you until they
called in their experts, a feral
old man and woman who
caught you in a few days and
beat some common sense into you,
then gave you to the Thrashmg

Dragons for your real trammg % lr
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NAME: Stcond Sokt Gakdenek lu\l'un: Amhwﬁcr

PLAYER: P70 NATURE: The Slave DIRECTION: (eilek
CHRONICLE: wWu:
PHYSICAL MENTAL
Strength ®@® 0000 Charisma ®@ ® 0000 Perception 000000
Dexterity ®@®®0 00 Manipulation. @ ® 0 0 0 0 Intelligence 000000
Stamina ® ® @000 Appearance @ee00000 Wit ©00000
ol ABjLITIES
TALENTS SKILLS KNOWLIDGES
Alertness 000000 AnimalKen_ @ 00000 Academics 000000
Arthletics ® 00000 Crafts 000000 Computer ®@00000
Brawl ® 00000 Drive @ 00000 Finance 000000
Dodge 000000 Etiquette @0 0000 Investigation_ @ @0000O0
Empathy ® 00000 Firearms 00000 Law ©@00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts @0 0000 Medicine O00000
Intimidation ® 00000 Melee 000000 Occult O00000
Leadership 000000 Performance_ 000000 Politics O00000
Streetwise 000000 Stealth ®®0000 Rituals 00000
Subterfuge 000000 Survival @0 0000 Science O00000
- — ADVANTAGES
DISCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS RITES
Demonshintai @ 00000 Allies ©00000 _Greetingthe Sun
Obligation @00000 COnACts 00000
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. to find a way out, but them’s

il be done. Thﬁ}’ used to pull carts

~ with horses, too. You're not

~ because you don't

e peopl you @eﬁh g f’ﬂr haven’t suggested
do so. ?”iﬁgmthmg is going well because
ommit outright acts of blindness,
o o e ol R ren gﬂm aﬂ?‘where Tthasntaunkenmyet
Qum Sﬂ'j ki ywm _w S }uﬂ ma We'ré & thal: ?ﬂu*ll never ﬁﬁiﬁi ﬁiﬁpﬁﬂplﬂ you take orders from
I!ﬂrt of the future, you're part of the past. 4 5%‘ until you gain more ﬁlltghmment, and when it does
- Prelude: You w erea Hiincoebiutel o preksit's ca i zf yt:-u Iw& that lung e 1E s unhkehr you'll react well.
tmugh When you're making a fortune as a datal:m
admmlstratﬂr, it’s easy to go clubbing and m g r';? ;
dulge in drugs and women whenever you want, \. '\
and flexible hours make it easy to get through
those long mornings after. How the fuck were
you suppmd to know you were going to get
kidney canc’:ﬁr" What a way todie! Then again,

at least you @at something out of life. .
And ?ﬁu got a trip to Hell. So maybe you
hadn’t been the best person ever, and maybe '
you'd blackmalled your boss and taken advan-
tage of the people around you. It’s just
that kind of world, right? They
agreed with you down in the
~ Wicked City all right, and you

knew how to play their games
too. Sure, there was a lot of pain
and lot of fellow travelers had
to be sold into the pits for you

the breaks. So here you are
again. The Devil-Tigers beat
youand the Thrashing Drag-
ons taught you halfway and
kicked you out into the world
to fend for yourself — thanks.

Luckily, you found some A7
peﬂpif: who share your in-
terests, and uﬁdersrand

~ that enlightenment isn’t AN A
" incompatible with getting 3heati / —

‘They know what they're doing,

‘and they have some powerful
friends. Fuck the way it should

going to wait for 50 years to
find friends. g

Roleplaying Hints:
You're a total dupe of the
jina and mandarins who
manipulate you. They've
- got you running errands
and worse, and your
Dharmic studies are 111 ¢
near-total neglect, -

~ realize that you (Y

i : .
hﬁve to make “"'"'"', i,
EITBE f{}r them
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Cats will be cats, remember these words.
Cﬂts will be EHES mldr:ats eat birds.
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iﬁg Dragon Dharma. It was only a few decades after Xue
began teaching that the Mother fﬂuhd dah and entered

the Hundred Clouds. For several centuries, she taught

her own path derived from Xue’s observations of nature
— what is today known as the Laughing Rainbow sect.
However, near the end of the reign of the Yellow Em-
peror, the Thousand Crane Mother performed an act

knuwn as the Scattermg c:f the Sﬂeds, wherein sha

ol

mther than a spectﬁ:: ﬂne, ln ﬂﬁmg 50, bhE made thtl

Road Back much wider for her followers, sacrificing her
ego as a mother sacrifices food to feed her young.
Thousand Crane Mﬂrthei' has never ascended into
Heaven or vanished from sight. Throughout, the his-
“tory of the world, sha h'as lweﬁ_ﬁmﬂng mankmd and

i
o

“Facts Abnut Cats

0
n.:
i
T

Kuei-jin. A mtghty being, she fears little. She livesa lee

of natural harmony, surrounded by a hush of peace, for

~ what ambitious shen or servant of the Yama Kings

Thousand Crane Mﬂthﬂtﬁthﬂ;fﬁunﬁﬁrﬂf tbe'ﬂ'ﬁrash- L

- would be foolish enough to attract her awesume wrath

by acting in her vicinity!?

Thousand Crane Mother's existence consists pr1ma~
rily of eating, sleeping, exploring the area around her
current lairand meeting the local inhabitants, However,
she does listen to reports of impertant controversies, and
occasionally gives her opinions on important Dharmic
matters. She does not become directly involved in mat-
ters of the world under normal circumstances, but she

_ doesclarify pointsof her beliefs. Thousand Crane Mother

will not permit mandarins to enter her presence, but
there are a number of jina who look after her and record
her sayings at the behest of their mandarin mentors.
“When the prince of the rakshasa was manifest in
dhe Tifinite Thunders Court during the summer of -
1999, she voiced her approval of the actions of her



felinw bodhlﬁaﬂvas in ﬁghtmg him. “The dutj,r 'Df the

.\_..1

ek, snifouting abous oalythar Whishekt fmd

- fromits own mouth. The duty of the Wan Kum is not %ﬁii activei he
ﬁeﬂ; i “ﬂﬂﬁm Whiélﬁ he was not a political animal like the

- anditisour r&ﬁ;}mmblht? to m*mlve uurselves in suciﬁ‘i * Devil- T:ger bodhisattva No-Shadow Raven, he was far
i from retired, and often spent time consulting with the -

| ft‘iﬂwﬁsas a beast — though hungry ghﬂsts, we are.s

_celﬁsnﬁl matters.”
ﬁm::mg those who traveled to Infinite Thumiers

: : 'Court to battle the dev il-prince was Black Earth Boy,
- Thousand Crane Mother’s favorite student. He and his

i fel’[&ws were victorious but were destroyed in the prﬂw
cess In the years since, rumors have circulated among

= has suffered profound melancholy at the death of he,r, E i

the L.aughmg Rainbows that Thousand Crane Mother

'fa‘wmﬂtﬂ, In some circles, with would seem nﬂrmal but

: --amﬂng the Dragons it is a true scandal: sadness at death -

is not the way of nature and for the arhat of the faith to

| ﬁ;ﬂhﬁﬁs way would be truly scandalous — and surely

- "y u 4 "
s %
ik, v TR

= k. - o L ST
_ay, “':'-::‘-"-:_' e -\-:ﬁ.: i
Little i
o

‘mean pi:ﬂfﬁund diao on her part. The ancestors of the
sect d“,}_ ay all such rumors. Some say that Thousand'

. Crane

. claim she walks among the disciples and jina unseen,
-studt;mg the effects of the Eve of the Deman Empemr

HEN

eis k
than that he was a student of the Thousand Crane
Mother durmg the period immediately after the Eum-*
Mﬁf the Books. Many believe that he was oncea

N g

@mﬁ is speculation based on his name,
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Mother has- simply been meditating on the
ﬁhan‘rus: lesson of her student’s death, while others

£ wn of the Black Earth Bav, n-thei:c.-

) -'"’”';:ﬁ-""‘

chardiﬁss uf his crrigins Black Earth Boy was an

Wm repose in the mountains of South China, he was
11 thie affairs of the Dharma and of the Kuei-jin

~other bodhisattvaﬁ at New Forest monastery. Black Earth
Boy was the undg§puted master of Jade Shintai and Yang
Pranm and used a great two-handed jade club in battle.

m‘rmgﬂ:he Time of Nightmares, after the opening of
Ehe Eye of the Demon Emperor, Black Earth Boy traveled
to the &nfinlt*% ‘Thunder Courts with two other
ydhis: ttvas. There, ﬂiﬁ?‘ did battle with the prince of
the rakshasa, who rose from his tomb to consume the
world. The three bodhisattvas battled the devil-prince
until the ﬁres of hesmen were unleashed upon the battle-
field. The prince of the rakshasa was slain, as were all
thrag bodhisattvaﬁ |

Black Earth Bov s ultimate fate remains a point of
‘contention among the Laughing Rainbows. Beyond the
scandalous rumors of Thousand Crane Mother’s melan-
I:hﬂl‘; (see above), there is the question of whether her
student and fellow saint has returned to the Hundred
. “Clouds or l'}qijllenj-mm the Mouth of Yomi. Several wu
~ have taken it upon themselves to search for evidence of
Black Earl;h Boy's fate, travelmg to the Infinite Thun-
ders Court and-deep into the spirit worlds. None have
be;en sutcessful as of ?Et -

G
e ::.-v":-.-f*

juwcie Queen

One of Ehﬁ‘: most prominent penangallan in the

i
-“ﬁ i e

C %Mahsm Azmi took the Second Breath
dunﬂg&-the ﬁlushm l‘xmquest of the region in the 14th

”sﬁ;:i
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mfam;}us fﬂr hls rut hlessanEss and cmftyﬁwen tﬁ’i‘i"‘iﬁ
.. men. Shot to death in 1889 in the first gangland hit in
S ‘Shanghai to involve western firearms, Eun Tﬂgmfrmn_
" the grave profoundly changed by his time in Yomi.

and soon made a name for himself by successfully stand-
ing up to the pemngal&m of the Malay Peninsula. =

| Pime Hmhtmlc reputation grew during the Second Wurli
by O - War, xﬂlen he was active in the resistance against the
. occupation of the city by ]apane&e wji, and their at-
t%ptf:d extenﬁ,’inai;mn of native Chinese sbanu During
 this peenmd,:ha forged close ties with the Silent Manda-
“rins, the distant and mvsrérﬁms rulers of Bhanghm&
_' supernatural undmrld Of hiswu, only he survived. In
~ the pest-War era, he joined together in a new wu, the
Eentuw At one pmnt in the late 19¢h centuz? ﬁh% & %iae&e{?gari Pirates, who had interests up and down the
way on the Ru&d-Baﬂk aqd-’i?-‘;}q}u rit;'t;nng mo@tm?i a&&%w is mﬂiﬁ&{iﬁi:;ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁgﬁ;:g
e g 'sthriving textiles industry, the Black Pearl Pl:rates

Mahsuri’ ﬁaethackh}nh&r m:ad m‘, lightent d utations for scandal and success. -

“have done nothing to cool her sent
ments, however. She: lﬂatheawﬂ‘&: mﬁi&‘tal &::::;'-"-':'5* 'ﬁg %al S e i ol C Blotd Coueel d

communities that have Estatglishéi zhe’msel 2 !E?& the: prominen mﬁfe er
Indonesia, and blames them ﬁﬁr%pm\hnan”s mw Meudérs

EDEEb She hﬂtﬂﬂhthﬂ ufi“mm“;l and ﬂ"; . h‘:%% cates the eradication of Kin-jin infestations from thre
ainbow sect with equal vigor, blaming them for t shores of China before any sort of punitive measuresare
condition of the world and the onrushing tumult of - 4 .

theSixth Age, She and her langsuir ?t{"ﬂ‘ advm@ge Efﬂlfﬂ‘il!ﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬂ became one of the party’s most effective

of Indonesia’s recent anti-Chinese riots to force uu:t’ chambers militant. They fought a number of shadow

the Qumcunx dﬂlﬂgﬂtlﬂﬂﬁ in }ﬂhﬂﬂ' f%l of these ‘wars against the Righteau& Foreigner-Vanquishing
Kuei-jin were sent into the Mﬂut}ga of Yamﬁ M%& Cms&dﬁg_ o pﬂ[mca[ PHI‘W within thg Fwﬁ August
rest were forced to flee into exile. Since thgn these .

has been no official Qumclmx delegation to Mnne—
“sia, and many of the more moderate péﬁﬂngaﬂan
worry that the Five August Cﬂﬂ‘rts m‘af ﬁxspamﬁ
assassins to extract vengeahcma S W f‘g.’ﬁ*

.q-'

Despite her intolerance fn:: Chmese, cul ture,
Mahsuri Azmi is quite tolerant of certain other matters.
She is knewn to favor the Enlhaﬂt Coals sect of the
Devil-Tiger faith as bemg“Dharml;ﬁally compatible with
her own Passion Blﬂﬂdﬂaw fauim}and actually has
langsuir of that sect, whom she treats ‘as equal to her
other langsuir — something that has caused her trouble
in the past. Mahsuri Aztm is aimmmster of the Blood
Shintai, an art she learned fron ﬂ”d%siﬁ&lﬁy—ﬁmna&
Devil-Tiger langsuir whé%a&fmuné ige in Indone
when she fled from the ancumt ind convert:
Brilliant Em{)Er& sect. i 1 ' ..*“ﬁ” “

of Fences faction. This political party advo-

E: .+ .é..ﬂ-'g

%Gﬂgh he was 51:1}1 a gangster, he waslp{gangster with a |
_mission — to make the world smile. He mhimseif into
~ the Dance of the Thrashing Dragon w1mahesntattﬂn, ~

96% the Pirates entnm‘] intoa pﬂhﬂ,r

iﬁ‘ mandarm] iejie Li, the tirular leader of the Harmnnmus i

taken against these creatures abroad. Fun Toyand his

ﬁ
il
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Courts that advocated an all-out war of destruction on
the Kin-jin, wherever they might lurk.

contacts among the Silent Mandarins were a key cause

of the Fence Mender s sucr:ess in cleansing the EIW of Kin-

jin and Japanese gaki.

In Los Angeles, Fun Toy and his fellows quickly
established themselves in mortal commerce, building
large holdings in light industry and small business. In
honor of his work in the Great Leap, he renamed the wu
 the Flatbush and Stockton Posse. While more militant
Kuei-jin exhausted themselves in strife against the

. city’s Kin-jin packs, the Fiatbush and Stocktc;in Posse

- built a formidable commercial ‘empire with eyes to-

wards body disposal and money laundering. His wu has

- consistently patronized circles of progressive young

~ vampires, and he is personally responsible for bringing
quite a few disciples and jina to America to help
manage his growing concerns.

* Fun Toy survived the tumultuous aftermath of
the :attempteﬂ coup in San Francisco, and continues

to sit on thﬁ council of mandarins of the cﬂahtmn i
New Promise Mand arinate in Los ﬁngei&s, For more
';ﬁfuﬁnatfﬁﬁ ﬂfl the coup attempt; the Mandannate

"I'Housmn-rm THUNDER JNa

“Xao Mao Li was a disco diva, famous in the Hong

% ng club scene. She died in 19?8 in a spectacular club

accident, when a discotheque caught fire and her per-
sonal load of pharmaceuticals prevented her from escap-
ing the blaze. While her entrance into the Thrashing

e
o
o

o

I}ragr.m Dharma wasn't a shock, her later éngagement

_with the Thousand-Faced Thunder sect was. Xiao has
After the beginning of the Great Leap Outward, Fun
Toy was sent to Los Angeles, though it is said his

pursued a rigorously traditional course, studying the

spirits of roads and buildings, parkland, markets and
urban waterways.

“ Mao Liisa disciple of Xi Chao, the superintendent
of the Telegraph Road Temple of the Neon Rainbow
and himself a conservative member of his sect. She
virulently opposes Auntie Kiko’s policies of engage-
ment with the rising tide of ultramodern spirit beings.
Her oppeosition can be quite deadly when combined
with her noted martial arts ability. Recently, she re-
signed her place in her wu, and as a heimin, filed notice
of personal disagreement with two young mandarins of
her sect. She pressed for a lmdmght war with a former
wu-mate as her advocate to the court and killed both in
quick succession — one with a Barrett’s sniperrifle, one
in single combat with wooden swords. After that, she
disappeared, and some say she is in hiding under the
protection of an elder of her Dharma. There are persis-
tent rumors she has slipped away to the New Promise
Mandarinate to work as a strong arm for the notorious

~mandarin Fun Toy, but this may be nothing more th:an
_scamdalﬂus t.all(

I'noﬁu&

~ Nature: Cnmpentur
P’o Nature: The Demon

‘Demeanor: Traditionalist

Balance: Balanced
Direction: North

Dharma: Dance of fhe Thrashing Dragon 4

Attrlbutﬂs. Strength 2, Dexterity 3, Stamina 2, Cha-

risma 4, Manipulation 3, _Appearancc 3, Perception 3,

Intelligence 3, Wits 3

Abilities: Alertness 2, Animal Ken 1, Athletics Z, Dodge
2, Etiquette 3, Firearms 3, Linguistics 2, Martial Arts 3,

Melee 4, OCCult (Clt‘f spirits) 4, Rituals 3, Stealth 3,
Streetwise 2

- Disciplines: Black Wmd 2 Yang Prana 3

Backgrounds: Mentor 3, Resources 2
Yin 3, Yang 4, Hun 3, P’o 3, Willpower 6

ob 0 im'

| Tin Season Dragon

Odo Ito is one of the most influential young jina in
the Ten Seasonssect. A virologist, he died of lung cancer
in 1961 and took the Second Breath for reasons un-

& kntiwn After hiskéa, he applied himself to the emergent
field of computers, sﬁﬁ-kmg to model the interactions of

humans the same way that wind tunnels and chemical
interactions were modeled. With the resources of a
number of amused mandarinsat his disposal, he was soon
at the {E%ﬁgwﬂd‘ge of reséarch into predictive human

psychology and the modeling of chaotic systems.
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line seemsblum and mdeﬁnlte — some mlsw pl'i?-dlﬂ' e
 tions foreseewup to 2015, whﬂ&gt&eﬁ endat2009.Ito
~ and his patrons wait anxiously tosee if time rollsback
" the blevqkage, or 1? the terminator is some sort ﬂffmétf
and immﬂvable pn mt E}xat draw&*cﬁﬁsﬁﬁand é‘lﬁﬁ%m
time passes.

Odo Ito was never a large man, anﬂ his cancer
emaciated him Gﬂﬂﬁld&l‘ﬁbl}? before his death. He ha‘s
spent little of his time since taking the Second
Eﬁ%th pursutﬁg énhghtenment autsid@q;f th&’iﬁ%ﬂa Y
“ratory, and as %ﬁcﬂn_, few I 'j"'-tphng@
‘He is hardly defenseless, however, as he is watthﬂd e

_ clﬂsely b?aﬁumbemf]ma of hissect. These handlers
mﬂpetatae to ﬂffag hit{t physical protection while

~ ‘ensconcing him pmtgcgwel;r in the social nets of
thmr gardens :
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Y&t althnugh hlﬁ e@ertmﬂnts ',ug[d fascang rlemmm ]uﬂg&

results, he x:zinnm predl:-::& the ftrturﬁ Mndel&';-__l_ag Bahﬁi:e: Balanced

o B e,
fﬁ:{.‘;}.f.-\é-f

5 af tthh:ashitiﬁ‘Dragﬁnﬁ a;’ &
G bl Am'iﬁutes* Strength 2, Dexterity 2, Stamina 3 @Ea
naﬁ'g 6o risma 4, M&tﬁpulaum 4, Appﬁaranc.e Z,PEfEEpunh 3@ -
ke crpeping s Ineligenee, Wies
reverse Eﬂlfl'llptl e i ;-.;-E:._: ' :ES Qf'fztﬂeﬁ Rbﬂitl&ﬁ' AIEME&SEI Camputer (mo&elmg) ?Em;:;a .,,
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